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alied Bee and perſonal: + 


| "Charms, exacts, is generally paid with- | 
| _ out diſcrimination, becauſe they are 
| _ advyentitious circum 


e 18 | DEDICATION: 


no merit can be derived 0 the W | | 
But when added to theſe, we ſee the 5 
moſt brilliant accompliſhments, a graci- 
ouſneſs of manners, a. condeſcending 
ſweetneſs, that implies a wiſn to be 
i diſtinguiſhed more by goodneſs than 
greatneſs; then, indeed, we cheerfully. 5 
tender the homage” of our hearts, and. 


F fel the higheſt gratification when 4 % 2 
fing admiration with reſpectꝭ we lov "i 


and. reverence the fame dit i 


10 this voluntary Hock bbs © Royal =} 
Highneſs is more peculiarly entitled: 
| the dignified features in your character 
9 are; affability, and that condeſcenſion, = | 
wich, from the pre- eminencs· of) Jour 
ſituation, have irreſiſtible claims -upan - 


the mind, confirms the faſcination 1 


YN the eye, and has inſured to you, Madam, 5 . 
the affection of A « grateful a and . 
ö Peorke. 5 | 17S ; 3 2 ants 5 ; 1 by 5 ER 
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| Individual. can be no ways intereſting 
to your Royal Highneſs; happily; your | 
virtues and graces ſpeak for ee 
and require no officious herald to. blazon. - 
them to the world. 1 


1 . 


| Under FER 0 I nn ye ” 
own feelings, and have only to acknoy] - 


| e with e L and 5 


de as to id hi „ 
5 Work to your Royal Highneſs ; though. 
7 . iT "has not the- preſumption to hope 
you can derive much amuſement from 
the peruſal. The few pretenſſons Lhave - 
to merit are merely negative ones : I. 
have never written a line tending to cor 


"on the heart, fully the imagination, ihe 


or miſlead the S's of * 1 Ss. 
| Readers. | Ok | 
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ſelf under the neceſſity of apologizng to her 


numerous Friends, for the too frequent demands ſhe 
makes on their indulgence.Conſeious of her de- 


ficiency i in talents, inclination has no ſhare in her 
' feeble * attempts to entertain the Public: She ob- 


trudes neither from vanity or confidence, and: 
'Thrinks from che ſeverity of criticiſm, in the hope 
"that her inſignificance may protect her from the 
pointed darts of tidicule— To wit and humour, 
be efferyeſcence of a lively imagination and a happy _ 
turn of mind, ſhe can make no pretenſions; her 


former works have been thou ght to dwell too much 


on ſcenes of horror, and melancholy events; ſhe 


cannot refute the charge: Perhaps her writings 


(Ne. her r Readers, 
5 N 


HE Author ' the blowing Work le . 1 


take their colouring from her mind ;—when the 
heart is not at eaſe, it is incapable of communicat- - 
El ing cheerful ideas to the deſcriptive pen therefore is 
ſhe wiſely declines an. attempt the 1 is U to ol 
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102d { and is_pard „ 
SW = Hirited talents, are too often apt = 
to run riot; their redundancy: may ſometimes draw \ 
vicious characters, anddeſcribe profligacy of man- 
ners in ſuch ſeducing glowing colours, as to affe& | 
the imagination, to cateh the attention of young 
people, into whoſe hands works of this kind fre- 
quently fall, and may have the dangerous tendency 
to leſſen the horror they ought to feel at vice, and | 
the deteſtation ſuch N 2 get 78 5 1 0 


; The 1 of this Work i is a 3 5. 5 a ſuch, 
ſhe has been ſtrictiy obſervant that her writings : 
ſhould never offend againſt delicacy or common 
ſenſe.—8 he has never dictated one page, or ſug- 5 
geſted one idea inimical to the precepts of virtue, | 
or that ſhould ſuffuſe the cheek of innocence with a 
bluſh, —Here reſts her merit; ſne has no other 5 
claims, and throws herſelf on the * of * 
| * candid minds. | 
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e Brother!” faid d Rhodophil, in an accent 
of grief and tendbrneſz, Brother! he 


| eres. | | 
my father's will, and I have little doubt but 
that you will find he was your father alſo, 
and that, however ſeverely his reſentment 
was expreſſed in his life-time, he has not 
extended it beyond the grave, nor forgotten, 
in the diſpoſal of his effects, that he had a, 
younger fon, and a  grand-child.” ns, : 7% 


n 


nr who had been lifted Go 1 
er, turning his eyes on his brother with a. 
look of fixed forrow,.. exclaimed, . « Flis _ 

will 1 Alas! what have I. to do with that r“ 
He expired without ſeeing me, Without 
- granting me, all I ever wiſhed for, or ex- 
| peſted, his pardon, an his bleſing! O, 

Rhodophill my Sensen, brother=why, > N 
uby did you not urge him to, pronounce, me 
22 anke, ee to as - chat 


> 8 * Did th not ! urge him,” rakes as ” IP 75 
= behalf 5 Did I not beſeech him to con- 
ſider your ſituation and his own ? _ Unjuſt 
Ferdinand to reproach me—me, who have 


him on my knees in 


for three years wearied my father with tears, - 


ſupplications and entreaties, to forgive and 
eceive you to his paternal arms! What baye 

| Left w/aid,. or undone, to convince you: 11 
* bunch W Ef. e 


« Pardon 3 cried een ae 
lis hand: « Forgive me, my dear brother, I 
know my inexpreſſible obligations to you 3 
but grief, deſpair, and heart · rending retro- 
ſpections, deprive me of my reaſon. O, my 


father |. to the grave, even beyond this world, 


haſt thou carried thy hatred and reprobatin 


of thy wretched ſon! How great, how good, 


how.benevolent, how forgiving to all, was 
Count Renaud What then muſt my crimes | 
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+ . to him, thus to draw down b 5 
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; | He elivicted: bis ber with hls b bande © 
15 beg his head upon the boſom of his 


| brother, wept aloud; his whole frame was 
convulſed, and Rhodophil was obliged to 
.- call for aſſiſtance, that he might be conveyed 
to a bed, where it was ſome hours before the 
Extreme violence of his nin ſubſided into 
a melancholy filent ſorrow. His brother 
and the ſteward of the late on remained 5 
Vith him, and when they found the turbu- 
lence of grief had a little abated, dhe Count 5 
ute ae the will. ee 


17 


Van As; it may be polllble e . 

5 wit may be given reſpecting the funeral, 

and more than probable that the contents of 

this packet may ſpeak peace to your wounded 

7 - mind, it is neceſſary, my dear brother (hone 

 finued he) that we - break the ſeals,” —— 
Ferdinand bowed an er e was 8 2 3 
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was indifferent to him, nor could the weal b 
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6 MYSTERIOUS WARNING: | 


of nations have given him A A omfort, - 
Fern 3 with the — of 


> low: N la 3 * ate Rb 5 
dophul; * but he knew my heart. Yes, my 
dtcear brother,“ added he, embracing Ferdi- 


nand, «our father well knew that in giving 


2 to me, he had procured to me the inen- 
preffible delight of voluntarily ſharing it wien 
my brother. Henceforth (looking round on 


the ſervants) know you have /wo maſters; f 


my brother is equal with mo in | fortune, _ 
e and command. 


The n boxed a a ll : 
* the faithful and àffectionate Erneſt, Who 
_ . had been upwards of twenty years ſteward 

the unhappy, reprobated, Ferdinand, — 
Rhodophil reiterated his careſſes, and tender 
. ee FINS will no . ee 4 


ndly loved 


| eure, Car ried 
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ſtarted up:. Clavdinal my 
' Chudina!” repeated he, « Well, have you | 
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Le, Bat Erneſt, ton not 
dhe loſs" of riches 1 1 
_ kindneſs will reheve me . * Na ther's 
d the graue! there, 
there's the wound that never can be healed. 
My wife, poor, Poor Claudina l how ſhall I 
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4 nc! Dear alter dear Sir,” ack Erneſt, 
= 1 beg you to take comfort, the worſt is 
now paſt, Jam ſure, JL know my late „ 
maſter forgave you in his heart, his mind 
never, never, harboured eternal diſpleaſure | 
and reſeritment. ' Things 
| - expettation; but dare not lay all Tui K, 
nor will it avail now; but 1 beſeech vou, 
Sir, to haſten home to yo poor: dy alas, 
from whence you ſhall quickly return with 
it: is dear to you; I will prepare every 
cating,” and then follow you.” With a heavy | 
ſigh that ſeemed to burſt his: henne, 
. Wok .6f inexp ible + grief, [Ferdinand 
2 wrung his hand, and with flow: and trem- 
bling ſteps repaired to his humble habitation 
in the ſuburbs of Bad: 0 ne ame n 7 
dhe Caſtle of: Renaud. 
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All her (cried hez); © Sure, if ever . 
tion was pardonable, it may be now; * 
how dearly have I already paid for the vio- 
lation of truth! Heaven pardon me, for Xt - 
= deceive her. Alas! one deviation from 
rectitude is productive of innumerable errors 
which ſpring from each other, and plunge us 
e into guilt! He entered the houſe at 
the very moment when his unfortunate wiſe 
had given birth to a daughter. 
gence on his heart: Another 410 
on the bounty of a brother!“ exclaimed he, 
ſoftly. as he paſſed to the room where his 
Claudina lay. The ſight of her . 
be rer . Nn * 5 NN 
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She fixed her feeble eyes upon him: «] am 
become a mother to another poor unfortu- 
nate. Ahl Ferdinand, have you found a 
© father: 75 What a dagger to * heart of 
6. huſband was this "OM 7 
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br” your mind, and 52 er rol : 
the moment you can be removed withour 
danger, we ſhall reſide at the Caſtle.” She 

uttered a faint exclamation of joy, and fainted. _ 
Ferdinand was' terrified, and blamed t . 
for his abrupt communication; but hapy 3 
_ The was ſoon reſtored, and capable of rock ne 
lch eee intel igence. 3 | 


« Te are no Me beet then” "I 
ia ſhe, tenderly kiffing his hand, “ no lon- 
£ gned to ee wad: our dear infants 
3 ſg pe of poverty. | 
Bleſſed, bleſſed Gomes you have at length 

relented, and I may think exiſtence a bleſſing.” 
This apoſtrophe was more than the unhappy 
Ferdinand could bear. Unable to ſpeak, he 
haſtily left the room ; his poor deceived wife 
Judging what he muſt feel from fuch a (fop- 
poſed) revolution in his circurnſtances, ima- 
gined he had withdrawn, that their mutual | 
| reanſport _ not. too much agitate her 
bie, 
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8 Abd overwhelnied in wretchedneſs, the kind 


neſs: of bis 


r afforded no compenſa- 
rable - diſpleaſure . of his 
father, nor could he reconcile to himſelf, 


| chat determined hatred which one error (n 


is eyes a venial one, and not deſerving ſuch 


eve rlaſting reſeritment); had "drawn upon 
"him, as at all conſiſtent, with the benevolence . 


«which had always formed a diſtinguiſhed 
_ Feature'in the Character of the late Count: 


Renaud. Tormented by theſe painful con- | 


es he was found by Erneſt, who came 
10 acquaint him, that he had given orders 
dr apartn ats to be inſtantly prepared lor 


*r sette. 7 : 1 1 
ſpirits; uſand” pl aſing viſions flbated in 7 
1 brain, and to have her huſband reftored ” 
to a father's love, to have her dear children 5 
reſcued from ; : 
delightfal © confiderations, that the” was not 1 
— he could e den beet | 
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0 old, friend, ſoon info or 
from his wife's. ſituation, : and alſo. of the 
deception he had been , compelled to give 5 
" into,—< She does not as yet know of my 
father s death (continued he ;) her too * 


ceptible heart would r Wee the } 
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But, oh! my friend, 1 cannot Ji e a burthen 
05 n the bounty of a brother, ſomething. I muſt 9 
4 reſolve on, and if his, eu protects m7 
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Wife and children, 1 Hl endeavour to up- 
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tor our own hearts than "Br our own lives, 
as it is poſſible Count Rhodophil may marry, 

"and new engagements may give birth to new 

"ſentiments; all theſe Hogs occurrences may 

happen, and both for y0ur childrens” fake, 

and for his honour, it would be better to 

Place a circumſtance, of ſo much | conſe- 


quence to your family, l the poſer] 
| 7 75 1 to Kür e ey Wa dies 


oh 
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06 r own (hid 1 Ferdinand, after pauſing a 
5 minutes) 1 own What you ſay is both wiſe: 


and prudent; but ſuch a propoſition as re- 
{lates to any ſettlement muſt originate with. 
my brother. No ſelfiſn Propoſals, no nar- 
rowneſs of heart, hall mark my condi ts. 
or render me leſs p * han fimſelt“ age? 
e nebel, but was flent—The Shi . 

obſerving his dejection, added: You Know, 13 
my old friend, that Rhodophil's mother was. 
A woman of very ſuperior birth, with a much 
ge fortune than my mother could be daſt, 
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Tou, Sir;are the beſt judge (replied the 
| fone I hope you will forgive my pre- 
; 1 1 directed by true affeCtion 


ry 7 
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* 1 know it well anſrered Ferdi 
but now, my my good Erneſt, return,. and ac- 
quaint my kind brother of the event, which. 
=» Jude us from. removing for ſome 


out 
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In the evening, or to-morrow morn- 
* ow may expect me, for I have a me- 


ary 


baden duty to perform, from which nothi 


| hall divert me.” J. 


| The ſteward bowed, 'and was about to 
| retire, | "9 ſtepped a "ew paces very: rely... 
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to 8 this ne hen 3 you ale E at 7 5 
6 Caſtle, you. Way, return, Wet, | He hid a | 


8 FEY 
wy «ll not now mee thee, by. a. , refuſal = 
- proffered, kindneſs, becauſe - now. I know I 
ſhall have it in my power to repay the money, 5 

and reward thee tenfold in thy eſtimation, by 
my attentions and marks of gratitude,” — _ 
le ftrove1to. ſtifle his painful reflections by 

0 procuring, ſeveral little neceſſaries and indul- - 
gencies For his Claudina, which in her ſitua. - 
tion were wanted, and which the fear of not 
being able to ſupply had tormented him for 
many preceding days. She received and 
enjoyed them with delight, as the proofs. of _ | 
a parent's returning affection. In the even- 
ing; when Ferdinand was ſitting by her - 
1 | bedfide, „ and ſhe, obſerved the deep gloom 
mh chat every now and then pervaded his fea- 3 
W- tures, in ſpite of all his efforts to appear 
Z Z . | She looked at him ſeveral: PROS. . 
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? deareſt huſband (aid ket 
-cecds that ſorrow which clouds you 

and ſeems to fill your eyes with tears? ren 
me, have you deceived me into hope, or is 
your: father's forgiveneſs ſettered with con- 

QILTLON: that diſtreſs your fee ngs? Nr 

Joo correſpond not with the; joyful- meln. 
gence you communicated this morning. 
1 beſeech vou, | 
e- e k upon! ſuch. an erent 
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an endeavoured to recover himſelf, . 
F ad by a little evaſion prepare her for future 


- comminicati .* Tour penetration, my 
dear Claudina, ca nnot be eluded; know then 
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me to think it is almoſt paſt a doubt, that 
n will fre, him no more. I Fa ee 
ie) but you know he has 
long been ill, and therefore ſuch an event 
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do not let me be doubly alliteds 


13 Heaven grant it (returned the, ſighinge) 
Ah! what à world is this, ſo 


our imperfect view, brings with it ſome: 


ating circumſtances we cannot alwaysforeſce,”” 
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5 wy BARR th e to his 


hay T:muſt ſee my e * e ſhall not be 
committed to the earth without my tears 


ray 


| -plicating his hovering - ſpirit to ſpeak | 
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bedewing his clay- cold form, without 


and pardon to his moſt wretched ſon! Let 
me not be interrupted in my laſt: duties; ** * 
""_ not be Jong, but 1 2. * alone.” 


Been ad in Hi” and an 
him to the chamber of death, calling from 
thence thoſe whoſe duty it was to watch the 


ſacred remains. All departed: Ferdinand 
ſmuddered involuntarily at the ſcene before | 
hum, day- licht was excluded, the glimmering 
tapers, the ſolenn ſtillneſs, the black 1 5 
thrown over the bed which concealed a life- 
leſs form, once ſo beloved and revered, ac- 
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to ſmile upon a then darling os N 
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of diſobedience! ” He advanced tat e to: Y | 
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from which death had: excluded no this 
mild benevolence ; the features were. placid: 
and ſerene, yet Ferdinand thought, on a near 5 
inveſtigation, that an air of ſorrom was |difs. + | 
fuſed over the countenance, and that the 
2 ſerenity wore. more the face of pious 
reſignation than perfect content. He gaaed 
ö vich incxpreſſible ſenſations, threw: himſelf; 1 4 
on his knees in an agony of grief: O, 
father, ever revered and beloved! forgive. 
Jour unhappy ſon, let not my offence. be 
remembered againſt me in the land of ſpirits; 
for, oh! ſevere has been my puniſhment, 
miſery has followed my "pu Pt a att 
ee Tres 
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His bead fell upon the bed, and he wept 
82 but his almoſt ſtagnated ſenſes were 
inſtantly recalled by a deep and heavy groan; | 
that vibrated to his heart: He ſtarted 'upy Þ} 
"_— pazed on the lifeleſs body, all was 55 : g 
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5 rern tous wanne. XL 
iT fill as death; he W ee 
toom, the gloom ſeemed increaſed, the * ö 
burnt more dimly, horror took poſſeſſion of 
his ſoul the groan was not a chiniera, not 
the illuſion of fancy ; but from whence could 
it proceed, for it ſeemed very near to him? 
Again he turned his eyes to the bed, buſy 
imagination, agitated ſpirits, and unſteady 
eyes, made him conceive the lips moved; 
overcome with every ſenſation that terror, 
panting expeclation, and trembling: appre- 


henſion, could inſpire, he ſunk again on his . 


words died on his lips, and involuntarily he 
hid his face by the fide of the pall. Almoſt, 
- inftantly a low and hollow voice pronounced 
the words Pardon and peace! He heard 


the words diſtinctly, attempted to riſe, but 


We a faint ſhriek fell ſenſeleſs on the floor? 


on his recovery, hit 2 bicſelf a 5 
* the anti- chamber by Erneſt and a 
eee _ voice All ſeemed to |: 
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ole to. 1. hes « How. came Jin 4 
apartment = demanded he, 5 f „„ 
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0 We e heard | A faden frream,” dt 
Enel. & and . the next room OP 
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55 Recovered 3 repeated F erdinand, = — 
« Good God! what have. I Tre cg 
_ * You may leave the room ” id Ren 
to, the. gul. —She oak Dear maſter,” / 
continued he, * compoſe yourſelf, why, 
 would-you wound your heart by a ſight ? 
cc A ſight! Iu: repeated he again: Erneſt, 
"dear Erneſt, deem, me not viſionary or mad; 
but credit me, when 1 declare to you I have 
heard my father s voice pronouncing the 
bleſſed words Pardon and peace. Tes, ſuch 
were the words; it was not the effect of 
fancy, but a reality; the voice ftill bange 
upon my ear, and I will now believe, that the 
ſpirit of the good and juff man may be per- 
mitted. to convey. Morton Jomejimes to the 


thank - Sa you a are e recovered.” . „„ 1 
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cc Thank Heaven!” | cried. Erneſt, 1 
5 Ws no doubt, Sit, of your veracity, for) you. 
ere never given to indulge viſionary * or ſu- 
tious notions. Extraordinary things 


happen ſometimes to be ſure, but, if what 
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J have heard to be related, it might 
imure weak and crediilous minds; And cau 
8 ridiculous tories ; it will be beſt 
therefore, my dear maſter, to co erat” the 


oy 


CO 
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whole affair, and ſubmit with reſignation to 
the ſtroke that now afflias you, comforting = 
: nr with the remembrance. of thoſe 

words which were ſpoken to conſole — 3 
mind, and relieve you from the oppreflion o of ” 
that en which has fo long and ſo 
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1 jo am rec anſwered Fer din⸗ 
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ec that painful ſtroke is © „at leaſt; > $7 


„ hope fo: Alas! happy 1 can never be; yet, 
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Erneſt, had my lamented father 
8 ſuanctioned my ma | vet 
1 been conſidered as- a child, few 1 men would 
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bare W more true ey 5 my cus 
_ . dina juſtifies my Choice; the is "he art of | 
women, and of wives 

Then, Sir, you hn more - pe, 
chan falls to the lot of thouſands, and there- 
fore ſhould be content; but pray walk down, 
our brother, mp Lord, the Count, is * 
pecting you.“ With a look of awful vene-. 


ration and forrow, Ferdinand threw his eyes © 1 2 


on the oppoſite room, and without e 
 eſcended to WE ſaloon. | 3 
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© without reverting to the actlincholy iſle "oY 
had been paying, congratulated kim on OM 

| = of his wife, and the birth of his W : 

ter. © I truſt (faid he) the will ſoon be 
i a ſtate of health to be removed hit . p 

and will conſider this houſe as her o- n: 

Mean time, I hope, I ſhall be * 1 1 0 
ou wy N 8 to her.“ e 
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wagpainfully affected by his brother s kin. | 
neſs,” his heart overflowed at his eyes; but a 


little abaſhed at ſuch womaniſh weakneſs,” 5 


which the other ſeemed ſuperior to, he haſtily 
diſperſed the drops that forced their way - 
| down his cheeks, and, in a faltering voice, 
thanked the Count for his attention to his 
wife, and aſſured him ſhe would rejoice to 
behold him. One thing, however, he muſt 
en to banks 8 to > the viſit. "6 


He OT explained t to ) him the hotly his 
had been under to diſguiſe the truth of the 
late events. © She. believes (faid he) my 
father has forgiven me; that he ſtill exiſts, 
and that I may probably be inciuded in his 
will. 1 dare not yet acquaint her with the 
extent of our obligations to you; the deateim 
of my father I ſhall announce to her, the reſt 
muſt follow ſome time hence : I know ſo 
well her ſenſibility, and the delicacy of her 
affection for me, that, was ſhe now informed 
I was unpardoned, portionleſs and dependent, 
the would accuſe herſelf as the cauſe of my 
55 | misfortunes,” | 
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| nfs par, her conftirurion, WL has. 
been impaired already by her regrets on this 


3 head, would be unable to ſuſtain the ſhock. 


5 Will you then, "4 my dear brother, vouchſaſe 
to countenance the deceit, and excuſe the 


= omiſſion of thoſe grateful effuſions you. are, 
ſo juſtly entitled to? __ 


Mention it not (cried the Count) you, 


owe me no obligations, 1 have merely per- 


formed a duty, and a ſacred cruſt; I beg 
therefore neither you nor your wife. will ever 
| pain me by acknowledgments I am no ways 
entitled to; for had our ſituation been re- 
| verſed, would you have done leſs for me?“ | 
No, by Heavens ! (exclaimed Ferdi- 
nand, with fervor) that wealth would have 
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been worthleſs to me without the particiba- 


tion of my beloved Rhodophil.“ 


cc I believe you (ſaid the other) 1 
here ends the chapter of obligations and, 


| thanks, for we are friends“ as well as brothers. af 


«oO 


They Wein . upon ſome a 5 
on RT affairs, after which Ferdinand 


bd . 5 retired 
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MENT to break the nn of his father to . 5 
wife; but not before the C ount had preſſed 
upon him a ſum of money, that made Erneſt's 
grateful ſervice uſeleſs for the preſent, and, 
which he repaid before he left the houſe, — 

On his way home, the recollection of the 
ſcene in his late father's apartment, A ſcene. 
which, however ſtrange and improbable x 


would appear on relation, he was perfectly 


convinced was not the illuſion of his ſenſes, 
and which ſeemed to him the voice of the 
8 dead ſpeaking 0 to his wounded ond. 1 
The more he reflected on e e 
the more extraordinary it appeared. The 
refuſal of Count Renaud to admit him to 
his preſence i in his laſt moments, to 1 a 25 
one conſoling word, nor yet even to recall 5 
the heavy curſe that he had laid upon him 
When his union with Claudina Was declared. 
Such ſtern, ſuch unrelenting anger, ſeemed = 
as inconſiſtent with his natural goodneſs of 
#7 12302 as 2 e e NY. death. — 


t | Bans 
1 — * 4 4 
0 8 4 . x F "is KN. * 1 
T g ; as Ye * : __ He LN OS 
: 1 3 Fr * Ps N £50 "Wy N 
3 4 A 8 & "4 


1 4 All ſupernatural interpoſitions te 
be) I have ever diſcredited, but 1 cannot 
teliſt conviction; poſlibly my father did not 
5 chink his diſſolution ſo very near, ſtrong re- 
ſentments cling to the heart, and be thought 
I deſerved to ſuffer. Perhaps, at the very 
moment when he felt the awful ſeparation 
between the ſoul and body, he might wiſh 
| to. pronounce my pardon ; and how that wiſh 


has been granted is a myſtery incomprehen- | 0 


ſible to me, and poſſibly improper for me 
to deſire a ſolution of. The agitation of his 
; ſpirits was viſible in his countenance, and 


when he entered his wife's humble apart- | 


ment, the 8 of ah vs air e her at· 
; tention, | 1g 


2 1 
e ! 


* Ah! (aca "AUP wy. dear Ferdinand, 1 

7 is to'aſk. Tour father !“ 
Tou already anticipate the event (d 
1 he, throwing himſelf into a chair) Fon con- 
ke jeQures are but too juſt. “ 

e Alas! (returned ſhe, Gif into by - 

| how FO the. e that we cannot 
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now "ROW the- power to ſhew our loye 0 
f gratitude, and that. the pardon n he has ac- 
corded to us, Was more, perhaps, an act of 
1 Piety | than the reſult of filial affeQion.” 91 | 3 
We muſt not be too nice (anſwered 
he) 1 in, our ſearch after the motives of our 
| | beſt, actions, but be content to judge of them 
9 by their effects: If he condeſcended, in his own 
0 good time, to reconcile us to ourſelves, and 
[7 to forgive us in his laſt moments, it is our 
duty to be thankful, and to examine no far- 
ther.“ — Claudina, who. ſaw bis mind Was 
* diſturbed, and knew how to allow for it, 
made no reply ; but after ſhe had indulged 
thoſe tears ſhe found it impoſſible to repreſs, | 
held up her ſweet infant to his view, and 
. exulted in the reſemblance ſhe traced between i 
its unformed features and himſelf. Melted 
by her tenderneſs, and gazing on the lovely 
child, he embraced both with ardour, and, 
in grateful acknowledgments for the bleflings | 
| before him, forgot, for a ſhort. time, both | 
IE alflictions, and puzzling e 
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The Welz obſequies of Count Reniud, 15 
5 beit over, Claudina able to leave her bed, 
and her huſbd8d more compoſed, though 
far from being tranquillized as his brother 5 
ſeemed to be, they began to think of a re- 
moval to the Caſtle, where i in truth Claudina 


-was'verF anxious to reſide; nor is it to be 


| wondered at when ſhe contraſted her miſera- 
ble apartment with the noble and ſplendid 
roms at the Caſtle. Her humble dwelling 
was in the ſuburbs of the city, a lowly roof, 
' ſmall circumference, and meanly furniſned; 
"there the had known the extreme of wretch- 
 edneſs ;: now ſhe was invited to partake of 
grandeur, to conſider herſelf as the miſtreſs © 
of that ſuperb manſion, and to ſee her dear - 
children cloathed, and attended ſuitable to 
their father's birth: Tis not ſurpriſing there- 
fore that ſhe exerted unuſual ſtrength to bear 
the removal, nor that, when ſhe was ſettled 


at the Caſtle, the ſatisfaction of her 'mind A 


mould communicate irſelf to her body, and 
"Ne her Mey: N W and perfect. 
N C 4 NO 
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| Rhodophil treated them with the higheſt N 
: Wag of tenderneſs and conſideration; every 
wiſh was anticipated, and he doated on the 
- children. Near a. month had paſſed in a 
molt delightful manner on the part of Clau- 
dina, but a deep and increaſed melancholy 
clouded the mind of Ferdinand; to live idle 
and inactive, dependent on the bounty of a 
brother, even the ſmall allowance which his 5 
late father had afforded him, he could no 
longer call his own, The Count, indeed, 


Was profuſe in his preſents of money and 3 | 


_ valuables to his wife; but was there not 
ing mean and ſelfiſhin the acceptance? 
- Could they laſt for ever? Might not his 
brother marry, and, if ſo, what then might 
be their fate? He recolle&ed the advice of 
Erneſt, but could he condeſcend to 4ſt, what, 5 
If: agreeable to his brother's inclinations, he 
would voluntarily offer—a ſettlement? No, 
he would die firſt. He was reſolved to enter 
into the Emperor's Tervice ; but what could 
be done for his wife and children during his 
= es N 
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dee and before he had the x power to  affiſt- 
_ them 1 . 


* 3 


r chele, 145 a alba cider py 
a, he uſed to eſcape from the obſer- 
vation of his brother and his wife, and range 
| from the gardens to the wilderneſs, and from 
thence into an adjoining foreſt, where he = 
commonly ſpent hours every day, forming a 
thouſand ſchemes, . and rejecting them as 
quickly from their uſeleſſneſs or impractica - 
bility. One morning, as he was taking his 
cuſtomary ramble, at the entrance of the 
foreſt he met Erneſt. He ftarted, © Pardon 
me, my dear maſter (faid he) if I have bro- 
ken upon you abruptly; ; I have Jong obſerved | 


3 ſolitary walks.“ „ 15 
e You have watched me . zen . Fe er- 
. rather e it is an [OE 5 
E . — rl 
0 Pardon me, Sir 8 Erneſt, ss 
tremulous voice, and with. a look of humble 
_ forrow) pardon. Our: poor ſervant, if duty 
F and affection: —_ 
- Re” es | «My. 


<> 
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« My good old friend ! (exclaimed. the 
other, inſtantly recollecting himſelf, and 
aſhamed of his petulance) my faithful Erneſt, 
pardon me I know your attachment, and 
truly love you; but indeed I am altered, 
vexation and perplexity ſour my diſpoſition, 
I grow hateful to myſelf and to others.” T he 
old man, overcome by this condeſcenſion, 
could have humbled himſelf at his feet, but 
being g preſſed for time, and anxious to know 
if his poor endeavours” could in any ſhape 
be uſeful, he earneſtly beſought F erdinand | 
to N the cauſe of his W 


He very. ty acknowledged to 19 
every feeling of his heart, and added, cc that | 
he was come to a determination to quit the 
Caſtle, but was diſtracted on account of his 
wite and children,” 5 

-« As you reſolve not to ſpeak. to > your 
brother about any partition of my late maſ- = 
ter's effects, or any ſettlement for your chil- 
dren, I. beſeech you, Sir, to ſuſpend your 

rexnution for a few days,. and, Perhaps, I may 
5 obtain : 


» 47 > 256-4 
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obtain ſome information that may be of con- 
ſequence. Fear not, Sir (added he, ſeeing 


Ferdinand was göing to ſpeak) do not be 


. apprehenſive I mean to fay any thing to the f 


Count; I am not honoured with his notice 
ſufficiently to authoriſe any freedom of ſpeech 


on my part; but I have other deſigns ; and 


= oy reſult 80 ſhall know 1 in a 2 50 or two. 


With a low bow hs NE man Mich. 
leaving Ferdinand penetrated with gratitude | 
for the affectionate concern this faithful fol- 
lower of his broken fortunes had ever 
" OO ene oy and ns nee 
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ups 


TI 7 HEN : the. over-charged heart vents 


itſelf in a friendly communication, it 


5 lghtens. the oppreſſive load, and admits a 


ray of hope to illumine the proſpect of eee 


hours. Ferdinand returned to the Caſtle 


with quicker ſteps, and a countenance leſs 


| overcaſt than for many preceding days; in 


the garden he met his wife under the ſup- 
parting arm of his brother ; z he joined them, 


and was compoſed enough to converſe freely 
on ſeveral ſubjects. Among other things, 
the war with Pruſſia was mentioned, and he 
dropped a hint that he ſhould like the ſer- 


Fd 


 Rhodoptil bed FR 18 rit, 1 


„ young man, with his bro- 
tzher's addreſs and caring woule be A quad 
0 N to the army.“ 


« Nvacity (repeated Claudina) cy: "7" 
is long fince that any traces of pleaſure” or 


vivacity have been viſible in 56 Hu” Fer- 
an.” 


. Then: ( coturagad mY « Coun) he: n be 


W moſt inſenſible of men; with ſuch à wife, 
and ſuch lovely children, I think him un- 
commonly fortunate.” At that inſtant the 


nurſe appeared with the infant; Claudina 
| quitted 1 8 wow! Fees into . houſe wich 


rh crane 


ce „Idi, ehe (cid Rhodophil)/ you . 
: FOR to expreſs. yourſelf feelingly on the 


dubject of the war; have you ny i tor 
other your ſervices? ? * 


ee I have (replied Ferdinand; sies at if. 


this opening) nor would I heſitate a moment 


but on account of my family. I hope my 
car brother can e no doubts or fears 


concerning 


W 
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concerning their happineſs; I take upon me 
to enſure you every thing that affection or- 
fortune can procure for their pleaſure and 
comfort; and you may command whatever is 
neceſſary or proper for your appearance, with - 
| henour to yourſelf, and credit to your TR a 
Surely we have no ſeparate intereſts.” 
ce I think not (replied Ferdinand) at leaſt 
I know my heart participates in every enjoy- 
ment of yours, and if I feel POT Ut it is 
all my own.. . 
« But why Word you WY any (aſked 
Rhodophil) when you have only to _ 
your wiſhes, and they will be gratified. Boot og. 
e Generous friend! (exclaimed the chevy 
will you then endeavour to reconcile Clau= 
dina to my departure? Will you employ your 
Intereſt to procure for me a commiſſion and 
introduction to the Emperor ?T“Tù FT 
« ] will do every thing you wiſh for 5 ö 
turned the Count) and this very day ſhall 
_ witneſs my affection for yourſelf and family. 


© 


858 2 
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T his converſation eld F erdinand to 
es degree of compoſure, and bid him look 
| forward to a ſituation where he might at leaſt 
be independent, and he ſtill hoped his bro- 


ther would make ſome fixed eſtabliſhment 6 


for his family previous to his departure. — 


That evening the Count told him he had 
written to Vienna, © and as I entertain no 
doubts. reſpecting the ſucceſs of my applica- 2 
tions, we will loſe no time in procuring. the 
| neceſſary ein mente for your pee 


"= erdinand 1 bis e 1 1 3 
the moment ; but after he had retired to reſt, 
and began to reflect on every occurrence, 
there appeared, he thought, an indecent 
| eagerneſs in Rhodophil to haſten his depar- 
ture: At firſt he told me I ſhould poſſeſs 


an equal ſhare of my late father's fortune $4. - - 


the ſervants were told they had 74s maſters, 
| and equal power was to be lodged in my 
hands. Tis true I had no right to expect it, 
| yet why make ſuch liberal offers, when the 
tenor or bis condudt, and te behaviour of 


* 
* od t e , 
8 ba * » 
„ 5 ; 0 F 
” a F * " + "4 4 . ö n 
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che ſervants are "contradictory, when Ar ö 
thing he does carries the air of a favour, and 
every attendance in the ſervants is uſhered in 
with <« my maſter ordered me to do this, or x” 
that? yet, perhaps, I am capricious, V 


ſituation is delicate, and my mind, from a 


long habitude of diſcontent, may ſee things ; 
With a jaundiced eye, which in themſelves > 
beer a very different interpretation: Let me 
not de unjuſt in my ſurmiſes, for ſurely the 
Count has been ever warmly my friend, nor is 
it his fault that Tam cut off from a participation 
of my father's fortune. How few half bro- 3 
; thers would have acted like Rhodophil ! — | 
 Aſhamed of his firſt uneaſy doubts, F erdinand 
turned eagerly to the bright fide of his bro- 
-ther's character, and did him more than juſtice 
from an e chat he had done him 5 


The next t morning, taking his nen 
ai he met Erneſt, anxious to caſe the 
| heart of his old friend, and do credit to is 

| brother, | he W the converſation. Lee 
N preceding 


SS. 4 PT - 
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- prevkiling evening. Erneſt heard him with 1 


attention, and made the following reply: 


4 You will, I am ſure, Sir, do juſtice to my 
heart, and believe that I am neither preju- 
diced againſt my maſter, the Count, nor 
naturally ſuſpicious. I ſpeak from the beſt 
grounds, and it is with pain I deſtroy the _ 
opinion you entertain of his affection and 
honour ; but I muſt develope the ſeeming F 

generoſity that captivates your mind. Count 


Rhodophil has learned the courtly art of * 


feſling much and meaning little, which gives 
9 conſequence to himſelf, and ſends the poor _ 
_ deluded expectant away. to indulge viſionary 1 


hopes, and be again eee me. 8 


e een an e | 


, : £ oY 
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That Pry ike n 4 5 which cut 


- you off from all legal claims on your father's 
Henne, never ſhall I forget the conſequential 5 


air, the parade with whieh the domeſtics 
were informed that they 


N . other 


* 1 . < 7 
1 * 
1 


he had eh maſters, | 
. «© Stop, Erneſt (cried Ferdinar d) thi uf _ 
 poing 
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puring to him ſuch deſpicable motives: 29 


pride and ſellconſequence it ill becomes 
me to bear one of his family rob him of the 


merit due to ſo much frankneſs and brotherly 
: love: 214 cannot _ 85 to ee in 8 80 


train.“ . 

i. Were 1 FIT 1 to * . or 
ſpeak. from the prejudices of my own opinion, 
wk: ſhould be deſerving of your diſpleaſure, 
Sir, but J entreat you to ha me without 
. Interruption, and then I will . to 1 
judgment.“ 1 ; 

. Well, well 8 be) rather. a . 
diſpleaſed) you may go on. 
That day, Sir (proceeded Erneſt): ate 
you had received ſuch proofs of his affection, 
and returned to your miſerable abode with an 
intention to fetch your Lady, I withdrew to 
an apartment, which I gave orders to have 
fitted up for you. The geod old houſe- 
keeper, Madam Lambert was: with me: 
Jou know, Sir, it achoins to the old library, 


N been liner e . nn, 


— - 


and was, I believe, the cauſe why the bocks 
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to be n 0 here Ferdinand ſmiled) there 


. Ve were, hen preſently, the Count entered Wi 
115 the library with Peter; they were ſpeaking 5 
as they ſhut the door; we heard your name 


1 bu 


92 mentioned, and I put my finger to my mouth; 


e were ſilent and liſtened. I ſee, Sir, you 
; took diſpleaſed it was a liberty and a mean- 


= "Vin I had m my. Fee 


5 3 Well, . we heard Canin Rhodophil "AG 
"aps. the world has in general thought 
crue in his treatment of Ferdi- 
is ortune being given to me, 
Hei would be e pete — and e me. 


_facher, very 


ag e 01 1 ob 


fo ſtill more gratifying, that] have made him 


ly an offer of my houſe, which 


5 he . will preſume from what J. ſaid 


* HOW, 10.hink is is to bby his Me: but I 


n 5 ” \ ** 
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a an 5 eee 5 
F to d 9H away any prejudices that 

5 [might be-conceiyed againſt ane, and to hum - 

pirit into a ſenſe of obliga- 
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was before determined hom to act: I wall, : 
| by degrees, change every ſervant but your- 
— if ;" Erneſt I ſhall be obliged to keep until | | 
4 all his accounts are made up, but no longer * 
then the ſucceeding domeſtics, ignorant of 
my preſent declaration, and taught to believe 
highly of my generoſity in ſupporting a bro- 
ther's family, will learn to etimate us FP o- 
perly, and treat him accordingly.” OR. 
e This, Sir, was verbatim your ck s 
_ ſpeechy which Peter applauded in very free 
words I thought ford Gris: and we ſtole 
ſoſtly out of the room leſt we ſhould be « di- 
covered. You muſt have obſerved, Sir, the 
lervants are all changed, on one pretence or 


other, and being done without conſulting 
you, proves how little "equality of power 


-you have in the houſe. - Madame Lambert 
vent two days ago; my turn will ſoon come; 
in truth but for you I care not how ſoon; 
but I believe your intention of going into 
the army has greatly rejoiced him, as  pto- | 
cures your abſence without any reflection 
e him: Peter . late 


4 


oy YS! 8100s WARMING. 544 5 45 of | | 
: ad, much court. to me, but as 1 look a 
him to be in the plot againſt you, I have 


58 ; wk wo or 'E j 1 74 
three times he has remarked, how ory: | 1128 


2 taken very little notice of him. 


E 


melanchohy Mr. Ferdinand looked! 


thought ſomething might. be. gathered primal | 


2 him of his maſter's intentions towards your 


| family, ſo yeſterday I. threw myſelf in his 


Way after 1 had left you; and your Lady 
paſſing into the garden, J obſerved how- 


| | handſome ſhe was, and what beautiful chile... 


9 dren Maſter and Miſs were; adding, © that . 


it was a pity but ſome ſettlement. was, made 
for them, leſt the Count ſhould marry, and 


his Lady not happen to like his brothers 


8 family.” | —As to marr iage (faid he) 1 believe 
my maſter don't think of that, and I dare 
ſay he will always be kind to Madame Clau- 
5 dina, if he i is civil to him, ſo it muſt be her i 


own fault if ſhe loſes his favour. As to ſet- ; 
1 tlement, Mr. Erneſt, maſter knows | better 


than that, make folks independent, and ;you - 
make them OE and. deer ee e g 
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1 Gow my maſter would have no oel 5 
to put forth a little to ſend his brother in 
ſome place abroad, for to be ſure it is a ſhame” 
to ſee a young man idling at home, bo as a 
nothing of his own, and hanging upon a 
generous Gentleman, who is but a half-bro- ? 
ther after all; and not obliged to maintain bim. 
I was ſo provoked at his impudence that 1 
could have throttled the raſcal; but I curbed 
my paſſion, and ſaying, very true, Peter, ; 
| turned ſhort from him; and retired to my. | 
room. Now, Sir, putting all this together, : 
"_ W en of dc e Count ? . 


1 94 * | 


king hd 1910 


7717 
13 1 


© Ferdinand, | whis wh Wa 


Erneſt, and his head hanging on his breaft, 


turned round ſuddenly, with a look that ex- 
_ preſſed a thouſand *contending paſſions, | twice- 
he opened his lips to ſpeak, but the conflict 
in his mind precluded all powers of articu- 
lation, and he gladly availed himfelf of a ſeat 
which juſt then appeared in view, though” 
5 only the root of a tree, to ſit down; for his 

md _ could” no longer ſupport 
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5 him. Poor Erneſt faw, with infinite ber To | 
the effects of his intelligence; ; tears ſtood 


gliſtening in his aged eyes. — © My. dear 
maſter (ſaid he) refuame your courage; 'P ths: 
not the machinations. of the wicked 8 


| power to wring- your: noble heart with ſor- 


row, to ate your fortitude, which has 


already Aruggled Ts the bittereſt ttou- 4 


bles““ 

ce Erneſt < 120 Ferdinand, n a hg 
pauſe) you have bereft me of my laſt and 
only hope; all the conſolation 1 could look 
forward to in life muſt derive its ſource from 
my brother. My brother did 1 fay? alas! 
if what you tell me is true, and ſurely you 
would not deceive me, I have no longer a 
brother. Count Rhodophil is my fahers 
heir, and I am caſt off for ever. 60. what 4 
bleſſing is ignorance! Veſterday I thought _ 
myſelf wretched, but it was a ſtate of bis 
to what I now feel; my head burns like fire, 


Oh ! my old, and now my only friend, te! 
me where, where ſhall I fly to, now that all. 


med 


my 8 0 1 of this * are va- I | 


a 
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' niſhed into bubbles My wife 1 my children! 
merciful Heaven! WhO vill "eos: or. 


5 them?“ wal 


Wo That. le you, Te "(anſwered the | 4 


deſerts the virtuous man. © But what, what 
is now to become of e . 
| tion to the army?” 
If I may be Fr bold as to on my 
5 advice (replied Erneſt) I. would act as if 1 
was ſtill unacquainted with the Count's real 
: character ; I only wiſhed, Sir, to put you on 
your guard againſt duplicity, and not to have 
you weighed down with an idea of obliga- 
tions whicl. proceed only from ſelfiſh conſi- 
derations. Whatever advantages you receive 
from the Count, is your undoubted right, as 
children of the ſame father you have an equal 
claim to his property; nor could reſentment | 
be juſtifiable carried to ſuch lengths, as to. 
50 conſign one child to miſery, that the. other i 
„ might riot in luxury.“ x | 
©, * Surely, Erneſt tics F Ls my 
Gather had a right to. make | what * 
1 85 be 9 . 


| ſteward ;) fear not, Sir, Providence never 


— ; 
75 J * N s 
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= 1 cannot think fo, Sir Leesurded the 
then); in ſudden anger was that will made, 
and 1 am confident it was intended to be 
altered, unhappily it was delayed until too 
late. . kink of the words C Pardo and 
Peace * Believe me, Sir, my bleſſed maſter 
never died with hatred in his heart: Be not 
{ſcrupulous therefore, but take, without hei- 
tation, what the Count offers you, and boldly 
aſk for ſome certain income for your Lady; 
he cannot, 1 think, refuſe; if he TREK * 
unmaſks himſelf at once.” 1 


"on What! (exclaimed Ferdigand). . receive, | 
nay, even, aſk. favours from a man whom * 
ſuſpect of the. vileſt duplicity;. owe pecuniary 
obligations, the exiſtence of my family to. 
3 « Softly, Sir (faid: Erneſt) it is a ſhare of 


do not ler it influence 


of t ei n Wh 1 


your Father s property, » as ſuch receive it freely, ; 
1 beſcech Jop, 2 to keep what. 1 have told 
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niſhed i into bubbles M 7 wife my children! 
merciful | Heaven! WhO vill Prone: for. 


24 them?” 1 


We That "PR you fa 68 the 2 
1 ſteward ;). fear not, Sir, Providence never 
deſerts the virtuous man. cc But what, what 
is now to become of e expedi- : 
tion to the army? Fr 
WES #4 may be io bold as to oe my 
| advice (replied Erneſt), b Þ would act as if 1 
Was ſtill unacquainted with the Count s real 
character; ; 1 only wiſhed, Sir, to put you on 
your guard againſt duplicity, and not to have 
you weighed down with an idea of obliga- 
tions which proceed only from ſelfin conſi- 
derations. Whatever advantages you receive 


from the Count, is your undoubted right, as 


children of the ſame father you have an equal 
| claim to his property ; nor could reſentment 
1 juſtifiable carried to ſuch lengths, as to 
12 conſign one child to miſery, that the other 
might riot in luxury.“ 3 
e FSurely, Erneſt (ried Ferdinand) "0 

© father r to make what — 
de 9 as | 


1 1 


ow 15 er ek 60. Sir Be the 
other) in ſudden anger was that will made, 
and If am confident it was intended to be 
altered, unh appily it Was delayed until too 
late. Think of the words Pardm 2. 
Peace | the” Believe me, Sir, my bleſſed maſter 
never died with hatred in his heart: Be not 
ſcrupulous therefore, but take, without heli- | 
tation, what the Count offers) you, and bel, 
aſk ſor ſome certain income for your Lady; 
he cannot, 1 think, refuſe; 4 if he does, he 
| , unmaſks himſelf at once.” _ 26 


e © What! (exclaimed, Ferdigand) e, 
nay, even aſk favours from. Aman, whom. . 
| ſuſpect | of the vileſt duplicity; owe pecuniary 


| 

obligations, the exiſtence of my family 1 , 
2 Softly, Sir (faid: Erneſt) it is ſhare of 1 
| your father”: s property, as ſuch receive it freely, | 1 N 
4 beſeech You, Sir, to keep what 1 have told Ko 
vou in your mind z but do not let it influence © | 
your actions to 1 difadyat ntage of Jour = 
V e WL 1 . 
whe 1 amily. 33 5 MITE. 7 ES |; 5 1 
7 Wy by * 463 7 51 1 MALO ME ITS, 4 . \ 5 { 0 
| vol. — CV al e "mi 
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The appearance of Rhodophil. and Cu- | 
dina at a diſtance interrupted their conver- 
ſation. Ferdinand aroſe, and walks 
into the foreſt, unable to meet them in the 
| preſent. perturbed ſtate of his mind. He Ie> 
volved every thing Erneſt had told him 3 he 
kecollected a thouſand little inattentions he 
had received; the air of protection his bro- 
ther often aſſumed, the change in the houſe- Y 
hold, his readineſs to. lay hold of the little | 
inclination he had ſhewn for the army: In 
ſhott, the more he reflected, the more he 
was convinced no real brotherly affection 
exiſted in the boſom of Rhodophil : „ 
(exclaimed he) did he not ſhew us a thou- 
ſand acts of kindneſs, when finking under the 
diſpleaſure of my father ? Did he not oſten 
relieve us from want, and labour inceſſantl ly 
to bring about a reconciliation? And is it 
poſſible that a ſudden change of fortune, be= | 
Ing poſſeſſed of all, ſhould make ſuch 2 
feyolution in his principles? I a as! h 
dangerous is a What a  Contraftor 
"ONTO ROE TE: a 
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©  Diſtrated with the various ; conje&tures that 
occupied his mind, he walked on regardleſs 
of time or diſtance, until faint and weary, he. 


ſtopped, and looked round, that he might- 
trace his way back; but he had bewildered. 


himſelf among the trees, and obſerved no 
| particular path, he therefore was at a loſs, 


| how to regain the direct road ; z to complete: 


his difficulties, the air grew dark, the clouds 
heavy, and in a ſhort time it began to rain 
violently. Scarcely ſenſible of the torrents. 


that poured upon him, Ferdinand ſought to . 


explore his way to the Caſtle, though he 


dreaded to encounter the looks of 1 Its maſter. THEE | _ 
It was ſome hours, however, before he ſaw. - | 


| the turrets rifing above the trees, and w 


with fatigue, 0 drenched with the rain, char 
it was with much difficulty he reached the 


- Galoon door before his ſenſes fled, and | b | 
fell extended on the floor. Happiy 2. er. 
paſling the room, and 1 * 


vant was. 
noiſe, * the thor, and zobeld the | 
, „ 135 


arrived at the garden, he Was ſo exhauſte ; 
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Win exclamations' ſoon brought every ons | 
to know the'cauſe, and poor Claudina Was 
| nearly diſtracted with terror and anxiety. — 
He was ſoon reſtored to his ſenſes, and im- . 
mediately put into a warm bed, and through 
the attention of his' wife and old Erneſt (h 
was terrified to death at an accident, of Which 
he thought himſelf in a great meaſure the . 
cauſe) after ſome hours he grew better, and . 
able to account for his indiſpoſition, by 
# mentioning | the length of his walk through 
the rain. He endeavoured to aſſume | a com- . 
poſure in his behaviour to his brother that 
ſurpriſed even Erneſt, and having taken his 'Y 
-  - reſolution, he ſtiflbd his feelings, and con- 
ducted himſelf as uſual. . A violent cold and 
fever were the conſequences | of his ramble, 
and for ſeveral days he was quite an invalid, I 
and in ſome danger; during this time 1 
; Rhodophil behaved with the utmoſt tender- 3 
neſs, which made him doubt the communi- 
cations of Erneſt, and to. Fo rgack the 1 
t of ts own obſervations, | | 1 
"The : 
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KG firſt: day that he left: his 1 ihe bp? 
_ Count came to him in a tranſport of joy: he 
My dear Ferdinand, we are ſucceſsful, I 


have this moment received. an expreſs, your | 


- commiſſion is granted, and the Emperor ] 
' Viſhes to ſee you without delay. Lam happy, 


my dear brother, in being the meſſenger. of 


; uch ee and viſhed-for NS 


> 


The agitations of F. WA were | inex- At 4 


: rale ; he heſitated whether he ſhould 
8 accept or refuſe the commiſſion' procured for 
bim. The Count ſeemed ſurpriſed; © You 

2 are Gilent, my dear brother, have your ſenti= 
ments undergone any SOON" Saw 1 n Fr. 
unacquainted with Pr 15) ' 
They have indeed, (anfrered Fendi = 
mand, with a deep ſigh;) the danger I was 
in a few days ſince has alarmed: me for the 
future welfare of my family. I kom well 
(added he, fixing his eyes ſteadily on Rho 1 

dophil, whoſe own fell under the penetrating} 
: glance) how much I may depend api your: 
val kindugs 3 ur you may mary, lie, 
„„ R 7 2 ON 


PEST Is ey n inforeſeeti t 
interrupt che harmony that exiſts in your OS 
family, and the idea of a precarious and ac- 


5 nn heart. 

What is it you mean or een r. ahed 
| the Count, in a quick —_ | 
A ſmall ſettlement on my wiſe, that 4 
may depart with a certainty that, whether I 
ve or die, the will not want the common 
neceffaries of life; ſuperflvities; fuch as the | 
now eoys, I neicher expect er wiſh for” * 
What chen (cried Rhedophil) you will 
eee o my honour, eee 1 

family?” 
he not offended (arivered Fi rdina 
caltiily) and 1 will be explicit ; for” thy on 
proviſion, my ſword thall carye it out, and 
for my family I expect only a mediocrity of 
| fortune. The grandeur and elegance that 
reigns here they are not entitled to, not can 
hey expect a eontinuanee of; a more um- 
bie ſituation is moſt proper for them + r 
therefore you vill fete a very moderate pen | 


— 


oidental proviſion, muſt ee e 1 


1 vnn, N 
; wh, N 0 ö um vite and chik ten 
” = 1 | 1 by and; then 1 wn che n bee, 5 


be Gone & Rhodophit unilerveiit 
mary changes whilft his brother was ſpeaking, 
nor was his anſwer quite ready When he ſtop- 
1 ped. At laſt, e know not (replied he) 
Whether! ſhoutd be tnoſt grie ved or offended 
at your unaccountable propoſition. Is not 
Elaudlina my iter? Are not your children 
u deus? 1 never intend to matry; bur 
Tippoling 1 ſhould, would not my honour - 
4nd} fraretnial affection cotmpel me to make 
& hahdlfortie pivviſion fot you and Your fa 


123 Wye | 


*. A haridforne provillöt 1 neitlter ex wh _ 
for um entitled to (anſwered Ferdinand.) 60 
"this commiſſion, you have prociired for me, 
| Hes the extent of my withes for myſelf. My 
"wife has no right to ſplendid expectations, 
and my children Thalf be taught by induſtry 
to provide for themfelves. The greateſt | 
aer of life is t6 be accuſtomed in eaflỹß 
„ 5 _ Youth 


oy ITY L 
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| youth. to indulgences which. enervate. ROT : 
the mind and body, and lead to hopes Which 
may be blighted by a thouſand accidents.— 


My children ſhall indulge no hopes indepen- | 


dent of their own exertions, and that I am 
convinced is the ſureſt road to e „ 
10 and happineſs.” LL: 


What, then (ad ths Count) you would 


bring them up | to trade, to diſgrace their. 
| family BEN, 


No (replied Ferdinand, warmly) 1 will, 


if I live, prevent them from di/gracing their 
family, by teaching them a ſpirit of inde- . 


pendence, and a mediocrity of expectations 1 


their minds ſhall be noble, though their for- 
tunes may be humble ; they ſhall be ſuperior 
to baſe actions from an integrity of heart; 
and capable of providing for their own main- 
tenance, they never can diſgrace their con- 


nexions, though they may mortify pride,” 1 


"6 * * 


12 7 Your language and ſentiments are very 
 firange (replied Rhodophil, in a tone of pique 
and vexation;) but methinks you promiſe too 


much for your children, whaly Ideas. may 


wt 


4 
—＋ 


;  indep 


nol: happen. to coincide! ms; your's 87 
At leaſt,  faid Ferdinand, ce I will a} 


deayour to inculcate my ſentiments; and form 


- their young r agreeable to my inn 5 


dere is no de penance tanbr iti uman he 
it is true: I may fail of ſucceſs, but b. | 
Wa _ of x mp endeay urs 


© .* 


i Wer“ returned Rhodophl {ce fine you q 
d ence, beſogood to name your terms.” 


he e of Ferdinand revolted ag; 


Leeb 


demand, and he was on the point of 1 refit 5 


every aſſiſtance; but the recollection of his 


family timely interpoſed, and with evident 


2 


ee * Owe hoe: dae crowns 5 


: 8 Four k Wu ed crowns i” AS bs 
F with furpriſe, et why, ſuch: a ſum will ; 


- hn find chembread!” It isdouble;h 


ever, to any advantages Lhave had for. them | 


- thoſe laſt two years, and I ſhould: deſpiſe: 
| actor ul than 
D's > 5 3 F2 ik 7 Ys UP. 
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them 2 their refickence in this Caſtle, 
expect that you oct n 
here in your abſenoe, during your firſt cam - 
pPaign. Deprive me not of all my comforts 
at once; let me footh the ſorrows of my 
ſiſter on your firſt ſeparations your children 
. teh bibs unyprejecices apkinſt 
your intended frugal: ſyſtem, and I enpeRt; as 
a proof of your brotherly affection, char 
Woſe We eee o your EN "_ nay 
Ferdiriarnt hefirated a thee, t PERO 1 teng 
aid, equivocally, Tour kindneſs is truly 
painful to me, but Claudina ſhall decide on 

| this point; and now my wiſh,. as to a ſmall 
| proviſionf6r "them being generouſy acceded 
1 ml a 5 — 
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4 | F* 


Y power: a een it, fot. I fhall ever 
f eloims to the fortune | 
zac He nom withdrew at 1 
9 reveal every 9 
leſt him variouſly affected by che pr # 
donverſation-. If I have wronged hi * 1 
Siving credit to erroneous reports, or ſuſpi- 
cicus obſervations, 1 muſt appear a8 an un- ; | 
f 11 he the 9 | 
ears, when intereſt, could have no ſhare: © —_ 
 in-dire&ing-them. to me, then under my 
Aarhiec's. naledliien 2: Good anne! 1 


elk r: . For fame. time. Fendi Nan dt on TR 
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me? Would he. not have haſtened n 
me from a ſenſe of obligations by — 
making me independent, and rendering my 
| ſeparation from my family unneceſſary? — 
Could he not have reſigned over one of his 


— 


* to me i reſidence 1 might” have 


+ called: my own? Does he ſeem "have'a | 
feeling heart, or regret the loſs of a pirent 
ever good and bountiful co-him7>Haghe nor 
diſcharged the old ſervants, gromn grey 
mhk ſervice of the family, with inked the ſma 
= legacies (much leſs, indeed, than I expected 
* the munificent ipirit of- my father won 9 
have bequeathed. to them). ſo inſufficieu ur 
the ſupport. of their old age? Areanot theſe 
many proofs of a heart deficient in genero- 
ity, and a right way of ny 4 o 
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Pn: Sn oe he ng! room 
where he found the Count. His blood grew 
oth ſtarted, and exclaieti 
at his appearance; with diffioulty he 1 
Ported himſelf till aſſiſted by his wife to a 
ed him for attempting N 
*. n e 800 Weak 
Nac zei 185 b Witt te bath 105 


Chill at the ſight; 3 


2 


; Cure e it 

more than human! He opened the Aer 
4 that led. into the next apartment; the room 
4 and univerſal" filence reigned — 
iin he- reſeated himſelf, in trembling 
ſpektation of: the ſame ſounds,: but 1 

de me Extremely agitated, though { 
; att. 
'Claudina, | 


1) again chat Voice 
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he thought, dupliciey in ry; Jne of bis 
. countenance, ſo. governed are our ideas * 
accidental ci es! His love, his re- 
verence for his brother, ſhrunk into nothing, 
and he believed the voice of the dend aint 
al thoſe We appearances which had | 
pong D A e pauſe 41 ef * 
; —— with. eager” dear bro-. 
_—_ 
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an Feu Ferdinand,” "ried cher 
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any ſenſe of obligation. To 
2, As you pleaſe, ſo Fe it be reti 
a Ferdinand, rather h 
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385 1 contented with your ſituation in my 
abſence, determine ne as op feel moſt _ 


inclined.” - CY | 3 : - nl 


4 a oa nach r 4 


J own, then an ae „ cc tha 1 


4 9 ſtaying here « to remove into a ſtrange | 


houſe, among frange people, unaccuſtomed 


to manage for myſelf, would be altogether | 


unpleaſant, Here, as our good brother ſo- 


 licits our ſtay, I can at leaſt be as comforta- 


* * bom 


ble as it is poſſible I can be in your abſence, 
and make myſelf uſeful "_ to * 1 e i 


UC of * 5 P 
KR 


tat: her eee 5 — 
determined not to controul her, *: and 3 
- hope ai few days will finiſh all our Lr h Ip 
- "tions,) peg give me ſtrength to repair to 
A further converſation took pla Y 
relative to domeſtic matters; but he cauti« | 
| ouly concealed the two extraordinary occur- 
rences that had befallen him, ak he had 
never yet-undeceiyed her, with reſpect. to the 
ann. which, ſhe believed, the late ou 8 
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35 en 0 7 
1 Fa : Erneſt, and related to him, not only what 


mae pan between his brother and himſelf, but 
the words which he had a ſecond time heard 


ourſe of the evening Ferdinand ' 1 


f in his apartment. It was the fame: voice | © 5 


1 that 1 bnd before in the room where my 


father's body lay. You, Erneſt, will believe 
me, to 10, one. elſe. would I mention the -cir= 


_ eumſtance, for from no one elſe ſhould 1 
ain eredit; but it is wonderous ſtrange! 
% True, Sir,” anſwered the ſte ward; but 
3 nothing i 18 impoſſible, and now fore warned, 


you may guard againſt any evil practices. — 


Would to Heaven my wife had otherwiſe, . 
der ided,” cried Ferdinand. | 


4 25 Do not be. uneaſy, Sir replied ] kind "8 


. « whillt, 1 have liſe and ande I will be faith - 
f ful to your. . nothing ſhall eſcape my 

| obſervation. 5 But i * e he dif. fl 

: - 1 "ory "fins aa to * 1 | 


I haye an infallible method of knowing what 
- paſſes here; whilſt I Ye > GTO . 
We . 


well take plage, and ſhould I quit che houſe, = 
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This cherrful aſſurunde calmed Wendt 
1 Ferdinand's —_ nd nd him pan 


| pared: ate cd and ſeemed in violent 
_ kgfitations;—< Pray, dear Sir, cried Erneſt, 

_ © take the money, chink/ of k lem ab yous 
brother's preſent, than as « ſmall 1 e 


_ Sithor's property, to which 5 We tt 
 queſtſonably a right.” © 18 n 
Met be replies Fefthtmd, „f en 
have no right to Whit he has — 
| Hom tne, and ta feotive pecuntery fürsurs 
tem a man 1 think capable of dupfitity 
lowers me in my on eſteem. ?? 
* Ye not ſo fervpuloas, Sir; 1 beſtech 
you, returned Erneſt; * take it, fortune 
may enable you to return it; and I' Pledge 
= Zane he hereafter regret accepeir 
ee „ Ne vhinle much of * _—_— 
1 Fon 


Ne ; £ : 3 


eee eee ee rt ene 
* 9 - Der c * * CO ou cy * p * * 
* : 8 —— N * 9 * 4 * 


ee inclin ny 1 "iden Rig 1 
_ the largeneſs of the ſum, good Heavens! 
— elit this man have a bad heart? Is there not 
mumficener in tlis preſent? O, Rhodophil, 
i concurrent circumſtances have led tne into 
a error, if 1 imjure you by dow aun loft | 
dldon, how ſevere will be my repentatice ! — 
| Erneft was filent, indeed he could not view 
the neceſſary arrangements for the departure 
of a man he loved and revered, without 
L feeling the deepeſt ſorrow; yet he thought 
the plan he had adopted was moſt ſuitable to 
his birth, his age and fituation, and therefore _ 
only regretted the neceſſity for its execution, 
whilſt Ferdinand painfully looking forward to 
the hour of ſeparation from a wife and chil- 
dren that he doated on, ſought, in the buſtle 
of ee to e the e of his 
OW 
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e Gmily, 
the eſtates &f. his TH og at oh 
age jy five-and-twe ty: Two years previous: 
to which he had, to pleaſe his family, mar 
4 Lady of no ple birth and great riches, her 
only recommendations. Proud, faſtidious, 
and violent, ſhe ſought, by the haughtineſs of 
er demeanour, to exact that reſpect and 
ſervility as ſubſtitutes for. veneration and 
eſteem, to which her manners and 


conduct 
id no claims. The Count, who had another 


| hment, conſcious that he was deficient 
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in tenderneſs to her, and afraid of i irritating 

a ſpirit ſo ungovernable by any oppoſition to 
her plans, quietly. permitted her to conduct 
his houſehold as ſhe pleaſed, nor ever inter- 
fered with her purſuits or expences. Nearly 

at the ſame period, when he came into the 
poſſeſſion of his father's fortune, his wife 
| preſented him with an heir in the perſon of 

Rhodophil. The birth of a fon made him 
for ſome time more attentive to his Lady, 
but his affection for a dearer object ſoon 

drew him into his cuſtomary diſtant civili- 
ties. Happily the Counteſs had no violent 
ſuſceptibilities, her heart had never been 
ſoftened by love, and though the was often 
provoked at the neglect of her Lord, yet her | 
feelings aroſe more from diſappointed pride, 
than from any warmth of affection, conſe- 
quently, though diſpleaſed, tſhe' was not 
grieved, and offended pride found a relief 
in the imperiouſneſs of her manners to al 


thoſe who x were OE to. her . 
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When her ſon was about. a erkenn 
old, a young Lady, who was à near relation 
to the Counteſs, and had juſt been liberated 
from a convent where ſne had reſided from 
childhood for education, came to pay them 
a viſit: She was received with kindneß by 
the Counteſs, with politeneſs by the Chunt: 
. e than icht the enen 4 
derwent a ata 10 


Caroline, na dp young: ; Lady, 
| ka os of the an frm FI 


te which Joined: 0 4 


ſight yi you admired her, on an ee 
an eee mind N love her. 3 
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manners captivating, . from- a a cettain kind 
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the effects of e | 


"alba: was more thati Inilifeteie3 3 ſhe 
was diſguſting to him: His miſtreſs, vaitt of 
her charms, conſcious of the power ſhe nad 
"kak held over his affedtions, and which had 2 
received additional firength ff e birth 
olf a: daughter, had for ſome time paſt relaxed 
in her endeavours to pleafe, and by her little 
folicirade to amuſe him in thoſe hours which 
he devoted to her, had inſenſi bly weakened 


_her powers of attraction, and rendered che 5 
4 viſits he paid: her ber a retreat from the 


Wut at red Caſtle, 4 
and for. a 007 while felt fort her rea which, 
perhaps, | ly her own 1 0 and. "ad 
n abatement of. + ß 
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His KOREA were "therefore in that dor- 
mant ſtate which of all others is the moſt 
| dangerpus in in 4 a wütete mind, beetle 


hen irſt 10 line ee 
- houſe; nor did her perſon at firſt fight ap- 
pear particularly charming; he ſought 


a variety; chan from any expectation of _— 
but a ſhort time convinced him how dange- 
rous an indulgence was the ſociety of 2 a 


young and beautiful girl, who, new to the 
world, was grateful for the attentions he paid 
ber, pleaſed with his converſation; and deſi- 


rous of profiting by the information his 
inderſt: nding daily unfolded: to her. Every 
5 ur her attractions gained upon his heart, 
0 and he wWas ſenſible that he had conceived a 
paſſion more delicate and violent ee ee ou 
_ hag erer befags «amine to: * e 


4. 


Uabeppüy he's young: bt bree, 
G caught the infection, the contagion = 
ſpread itſelf through her innocent mind, and 
che grew melancholy and unhappy ; for a 

long time the nature of he. 


inſenſible « f. 
f ' m one eee that Home, un 


any and converſation more as a plaling 
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7 and; caught” her to ee e er 


e ks withdrew to her 


emely ſhocked at the e- 
took herſelf ſeverely to taſk for her 3 


5 a erime, and directly determined to quit 
the houſe, and fly che dangerous ſociety of 
its maſter. Whilſt ſhe was forming this pru- 


dent reſolution the Counteſs entered her 
apartment, her features deformed by paſſion, 
her eyes flaſhing fire : * Inſolent, depraved, 


1M « ungrateful girl!“ exclaimed ſhe, © ſo, you 


have formed a vile intrigue with my huſband 


under a pretence of viſiting me you carry on 


your ſhameleſs connexion'in my very houſe. 
 Abandened* wretch! ! I have ſeen, I have 
heard enough; you ſhall quit it this day, baſe 
as you are, I will expoſe you to ay ar 
to 1 n and to 0 world. 
She was Ropped in or mitt of b e 
by ſeeing the unhappy girl fall ſenſeleſs 1 


1 


* 
* 


an | { ions and vpbraidings. Recover 


enten eb pack up her rags, and the moment 
ber ſenſes return, turn n her out of the houſe 


| the moment e en recurning g life r ahe 
1/7; OCT is n Nb. Ae mol MI ig 2 
-{; 7She woman" eyes and: beheld. the 
„ e locked with eee e 
room, her. ears ſtill holding the dreadful 
ve had deprived heriof her ſenſes. 
Seeing only the two women who looked on 
her wich com paſſion, though believing her 
guilty : Am I a baſe, infamous; wretch ? 
aid en 9 * Ja my charatanlodl; my innocence 


creature who has ſo baſely in- 


2 * 
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7 ure wanntno. , | 


3 dene whit r can 1 fly? But 0, 1 will not 
. 1 will ſee the "Counteſs, ſne muſt, 

ear me. I am innocenn, (indeed L urn. 
eri burſting into a to rent of LG 


wann W * deter bo eidg. 


ane e 2550 One wth een 
l urae e chan 5 . offered to 80 in 


I ban oper the kinds I will not eren 
dachwill demand to be heard, and vou fl ac- 
company me.. She rather fle than walk 

towards the Countels's dreſſing room; who 
asl at that moment abuſing ber in are 
terms to her own. woman. Carol 
into the room, ſurpriſe chained the 
to her chair, and en Ie tongue. AO 
Ct Feb Sd INTO: HEE WTO St 3 4 
. Hear e nga faid ſhes) it is a 
juſtice I demand; you have acbuſed con- 
demned, and inſulted me with the charge 
of crimes my ſoul abhors: You ſeek to mur- 


MY $7ERIOUS WARNING," f 57 „ 
| A ON You! are deceived 0 abuſed. 
Neither my conduct or ſentiments ever 3 


you, and the infamous accuſation of an in . 
trigue with your huſband is as falſe as Heaven - 


is true; to that Heaven 1 appeal for my in- 


nocence and integrity. I will leave your 5 
houſe, but not as a guilty. wretch, nor until 
my uncle arrives to take me hence; "confine 
me to this room if you pleaſe, I will oniy ſee» 

the Count once more, and that ſhall be inn 
your preſence: He will do me juſtice z but 


you ſhall not drive me from hence until you 
have recalled your accuſations, and that I can 


art with a character Pg as my heart 


ſgounteſs heard her ſo long without 


ion proceeded not from: patience, or 


A deve of hearing her in her:own'defence 2 


On the contraty, ſurpriſe and increaſing rage 
precluded ſpeech for a few: moments; hu. 
juſt as Caroline pronounced the laſt words, 
ſhe ſprang forwards, and ſtruck het ſo violent 


8 « blow as laid her vu RI? floor, and would 
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| ſervants, alart 
the E ag; had 5 entered from os. 


floor weltering in her blood, and the Ct 


3 IM 5 IE ; 
gling' with her 08 e e e 
: . w 23 a - | , 


have trampled upon her, had not the w. nen 
with -held her by violence. The nakde: of: 


the fall, her rage, and the ſercarns; of the 


up ſtairs ak them to aa the Sen ; 


What were his emotions on entering his wiſe's 


drefling-room; to behold" Caroline on the 


teſs foaming; ſtamping wich rages aig 


He flew to 0 ſenfeleſs/ Caroline : ths, 
God ! what—how is this? Is ſhe Killed!“ he 
was going to ſay ; but overpowered, he ſunk 
into a chair, whilſt thoſe that had followed 


him raiſed the poor girl from the floor, and 


faid, the blood proceeded from her noſe, — 
The women, who held the Counteſs, now 
gave way to her ungovernable rage, and car- 
ried off the poor victim of it to another 
room. The ſhock actually ſuſpended all 


powers in the Count, and he locked on his 


1 vi an air of ſtupid -wildnefs.. She, 
miſtaking the cauſe. of his fence, vented her. 
paſſion in ſuch language, and ſpoke of Ca- 
_ roline in ſuch infamous, opprobrious terms, 
that he was no longer at a loſs to aceount ſor 
the ſcene he had witneſſed. He ſtarted up 
like a mad- man, ſeizing her hands, he forced, 
her into a chair: © Sic there, Madam,” he 
cried, in à voice choaked with rage 5 hor- 
ror; . Stir not for your life till I have ſeen 
that angel yen have ſo baſely injured: Ves, 
ſue is an angel, Innocent and ſpotleſs; dare 
not to quit this apartment. When I have 
ſeen the injured. Caroline I ſhall. know what 
treatment you deſerve,” : He quitted the room, 
and on entering the apartment where the 
unhappy girl was carried, found her reſtored 
to her ſenſes, and the blood ſtopped; but 


err RIOUS WARNING. - : 1 Vine 


ſhe had a violent bruiſe on the ſide of her 


head, and another on her ſhoulder ; ſhe. was 
incapable of ſpeaking, and whilſt ſhe was 

| conveyed to bed, and a. ſurgeon was ſent for- 
the Count was nearly diſtracted. One ofthe 

| women gave. him complete informaticn of 

| | . . 


2 wysrggrous" aA. 


{Io the preceding ſcenes, which chrew Un into RN 
paroniſiis of rage little hort of madneſs.— 
He a thouſand times proteſted the innocence 
of Caroline, and exeecrated her / malicious: 
accuſers. Not a ſervant in the houſe but 
believed bim, for her gentle, unoffending 
manners had gained her as much love and 
| reſpect amongſt them, as the ee Was 
. W hatred and dread. | MD) 


. 7 1 
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| e u can bea en- 
hat pecked from domeſtics, when their principals 
dcegrade themſelves by the exerciſe of inſo- 
oo Kner and paſſion over thoſe whoſe hu ble 
fſſituation in life is perhaps the-only circum- 
ſtance in which they are inferior to their 
employers; for goodneſs of heart, and noble- 
neſs of principle, are by no means confined 
to the rich and dne e derive their boaſted 
ſuperiority t > often more from Hereditary 
"WO that fom their own NOW _ 0 


- Bar kitle' Fea or attachmi 


0 itn T " 0 ebe had e but 43 bad 
no aha * her ill . al 
AR; - 0 7 OO 


r nat 
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| was) FRET wy paſt 1 8 nn, 
they had learned to deſpiſe it. Their maſter. jp 
they loved, and a ſimple aſſeveration from 
om gained, more. credit than oaths, . 
moſt plauſible teſtimony could obtain for 

their Lady: No wonder, therefore, that every. 
one was, attentive to the unfortunate young, 
| Lady, and anxious for the arrival of the ſur- 
geon; he at length appeared, and to. their 
great joy declared no material injury had 
been received, the bruiſes he hoped ſoon to 
remove, but the great loſs. of blood, and a 

tremor which he ſuppoſed was owing to the 
fall, rendered it neceſſary that the patient 
ſhould be kept exceeding quiet. A little 
: more compoſed by this report, the Count 
returned to his wife, whoſe rage had been 

4 ſucceeded: by a fit of fullenneſs and re WP 
not TT Wk | 13 


0 


ö ; ge 8 ; 
e 


* 


With very. knle e ceremony, he 3 . 
I warmly. for her "inhuman treatment of 7 
Caroline, vindicated her innocence with energy 
and wuth; 3 ee that the ſhould La: 


20 122 WAR) -. 


aſk her daran for the inſults the tad er 
her, or be aſſured that he would inſtantly 
ſeparate himſelf from her 'for ever, and do 
juſtice to the character of a young Lady ſhe 
had ſo wantonly | injured, without che leaſt 
provocation. Not deigning to make any 
reply, ſne drew from her pocket a letter, ö 


and gave it into his hand. How great Was 


his aſtoniſhment to ſee, in ſpite of an endea- 
vour to diſguiſe it, the hand-writifig of his 
miſtreſs, who, as A friend to the Counteſs, 
accuſed her huſband and Caroline of an in- 
trigue, and repeated x hümber of bitter 
exprefſions, which had ſometimes been drawn. 
from him relative to his wife's: perſon and 
diſpoſition, as if ſpoken by him to Caroline, 
and by her repeated to her.” —The while = 
information was calculated to inlpire every 
diabolical idea that jealouſy, perfonal 'reſent- 
ment, and a ſenſe of vile. ingratitude, could 
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MYSTERIOUS - | | 
He put the paper into his pocket 1 | | 
1 your wicked informant,” ſaid he, tt and 10 
ſhe ſhall dearly. repent the baſeneſß of this [i 
attempt, to injure a character ſuperior-to the j 
machinations of p perſons who hate the virtue | | 
they cannot copy. This letter, Madam, in 
a ſmall degree, might excuſe your ſuſpicions 
but nothing can atone for your improper 09 | 
and cruel treatment of a young woman, 
who, as a relation ay a en . a claim 1 


to your hoſpitality.” My 
ec What [2 Si as Coulteſs; ae 
dghandiy, « when I was informed be had! 
violated the rights you uk of, a and jure 1 1 
me irreparably? ? 1 
* At leaſt,” anſwered en- * you; 
ou to- "mo fhewn this letter to her or to 1 
me, to have judged, from your own con vie-. 
tion, before vou took the liberty of being = 
pour own avenger, and not blindly have per- 
: mitted your paſſions to be guided by a vile 
| incendiary, and proceed to ſuch outrages' as 
the loweft of your ſex ſhould be aſhamed of: 
| . you have ſtill the power £15 ba 
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to atone | for your aſperſions on the young 
Lady's fame before your ſervants by a public 
recantation. The perſonal injury, the de- 
grading blow, i: is poſſible ſbe may forgive; 
but if you have any een a can never 
3 berge dude e 
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Ending thoſe e . leſt N TIER NY 
80 15 houſe of his miſtreſs, where he had not. 
been for ſeveral days: To his aſtoniſhment. 
- he found it ſhut up, and on inquiry learned, 
chat the Lady, with her child and nurſe, had 
gone from thence two days before; that the 
furniture had been privately diſpoſed of, and. 
that a Gentleman came in a carriage and took 
chem from the houſe without any one's. know- 
ing to what place they were gone. This 
information hurt the Count much, not on 
account of the Lady, who had been ſome. 
time indifferent. to him, but he was fond of. 
the infant, and to have it taken away, ſolely 
in the power of a woman whoſe principles | 

were not virtuous, diſtreſſed. him greatly; 
a3 he ai felt that the errors he had 


cx 9 committed 
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; nn might too probably be retaliated 


44 


T he Age oe PARRY hab with 3 Fey | 
1 he returned to the Caſtle oyver- 
4 whelmed with dejection, and more than ever 


anxious that che character of Cafoline ſhould 


| be juſtified, that fbe might not be a ſufferer | 
through his attachment, which, however care- 


fully concealed, it was evident, the jealous 
curioſity of his miſtreſs had penetrated i into, 


and poſſibly others might have made the 1 
ſame obſervations, though not impelled by _ + 
| the ſame motives. In conſequence of theſe 

reſlections, he ſought a converſation with his 


| Lady ; to her he confeſſed the. nature of his 


long attachment to his late miſtreſs, che 
birth of a daughter, his growing indifference, 1 


and little attention to her for ſome time paſt, 


which he ſuppoſed had induced her from 
ow and ee to N ber: aj informa- a 
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on his own child, and that he had given e. 
iitence to a being who might fall a victim 
do the vices of another, with paſſions: 5 un- 


be * BY own! „ 1 
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tion tonne] in that letter ſhe had detivns 1 
to him, in the hope Of creating jealouſies gn I 
_ diſturbances to embitter their future days.. 
« Tou tell me nothing, Sir, anſwered 
ſhe haughtily. but what J have long ſince 
been informed of, except who was the writer 
of the letter; the conjecture i is not wholly 
improbable, nor the motives which gave riſe 
to it, at all unlikely. My paſſions carried 
me beyond the bounds of decency when F 
ſtruck Caroline ; but ſhe intruded at an im- 
proper time, and was the ſufferer. I have 
no objection to accede to your propoſition, 
and declare her innocence as far as my own 
belief goes ; bur I expect that leiter ſhall be 
produced as my juſtification. You ſee, Sir, 
to what meanne ſſes you ſubjett me by your 
attachments; I expect ibis to be the laſt 
folly of the kind; if you chuſe to make 
yourſelf ridiculous, 1 defire to wy wart out t of | 
the bulineſs..”. 1 


/ She leſt che room nk an air of: Adden 
* ſupetiority, that convigced him conceffions. 


* 2 we * 


e red to Ade ber more 
arrogant. In a few days Caroline was per- 


fectly recovered; ſhe ſent for the Count and 


Counteſs to her apartment, the firſt time ſne 


N admitted aber from the din cf the 


pect iy ni" faid ip 6 tomor- 
row to take me from this houſe, Which H, 
houtly regret J ever viſited! Your: unjuſt 


ſuſpicions and cruel accuſations have wounded 
my character, have injured my health; but 


I take God to witneſs, that I would not be 


the £ zuilty, ungrateful creature you ſuppoſ Vt 
me for all the enjoyrne 


more than an apology, an acknow- 


women heard me accuſed ; bs is fit alſo chat 
* ſhould hear me juſtified.” . 

= 1 60m it HRS OE Tomiteſs): # Kinks 
affected, and much confuſed, “1 have uſed 
you ill, my Uear'Caroline, I entreat your for- 


35 


; * 2 


ts this world can 
offer. From you, Madam, I have a right to 


| Jedgment that you have wronged: me: Your 


E and gk 88 will hear the infor- 
8 mation 


— — — 


\ 


| M more e ſhe had quittec 


rious to 5.906, ne omi 


She drew. the letter from 3 pocket; aro- 
| line rejected it x.5 No, Madam, 1 am per: 
fectly ſatisfied; if you believe yourſelf im- 


poſed upon, if you are convinced that Lam 
incapable of being the wretched creature you 
| ſuppoſed me to be; I am reſtore 
good opinion, and juſtified in x the ach o 
Others ;; ſelf- (er jg nk e of 
4 has: never een 00 ee e e e 
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4 PR was diſagreeable to her on many ac- 
counts; ſhe had injured: Caroline, and there- 

' fore could not love her, and it like wiſe gave 
her a conſcious ſuperiority which the Cour 
could not admit of in any other than her- 
fel, The Count was in a ſituation moſt 
daeplorable, his love for Caroline e 
All bounds, yet reſpetking her with equal fer- 8 
vor, he determined to con 


3 4 eſs 


| cecded 


within his own. boſom, and: never to eb 8 | Fer 5 
bis hou... 


| the next day, this amiable and 1 

- yay woman took leave” of the family, cart” 2 
with her a barbed arrow which pie 

bas heart, and wrung it with ſorrow, when 

the laſt adieus were pro no unced rcd the 
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eis ws Lay - haraRebes conciliate 
r nor any e r' herſelf” 
pleaſing. - No longer a favourite miſtreſs to 
engroſs his hours, his reflections on the paſt 

were painful, and in proſpect no leſs diſagree- 
able: He grew reſerved, ſolitary and un- 
happy; yet behaved with more attention and 

complacency to his Lady, and was extremely 

fond of his infant ſon. Nine months paſſed | 
in a dull uniformity, when an accident bap- 


ec that gave a new turn to his tho 
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| e n os in the benen - 
to. ride. on niet One are. when, ats... 


te the foreſts not 7 5 eee the Caſtle, | 
by the ſudden diſcharge of à gun her horſe. 
took fright, and flying between the rn ſhe 
was thrown off with great violence, 
the attendants came up, lay to all es. 4 
dead. On a nearer inſpection they found 
ſhe ſtill breathed; between them ſhe v = 

ede rorthe Caſtle, a. ſurgeon 8 


„%% XT 


© firſt ſhock: was over, a thouſand 


the ſurgeon apprehended ſome very (dreadful - 
inward bruiſes from the fall, which was 8&1 

the caſe, for in ſpite of every medical aft 

tance the, nie * the next m on 1 


%* 4 FF * * {4 1 


Hay 8 already. ee the- Cine: 
feelings; it is needleſs to ſay, that after the 


images floated on his brain, and every Ge | 
was full * . When decency au- 
e thoriſed 


choriſecd him to make known the ſituation af 

his heart, he applied to that voung Eady's 
tnle-for perm on to addreſs her; an offer 
=>» advantageous ould” not be refuſed; 
| ed to viſit her; n 
when he firſt; 


fond times more — ber an her a 
bs were on his account, and that 1 
bew N a to him. * 


refuſed; FO marry: him; bur the 
Count was not ſo eaſily induced to give vp 
Point fo eſſential to his: happineſs 
ed - his- wiſhes, and wearled 
| wed perſeverance, and yield- | 
ing as ve to o the zan of her "own 
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2 a relapſe: into weakneſs, _— and. an 


15 to 1 her friends e f Sbe dae n 


Elicicy was now complete. 1 „ 
"75 Poor * ſimple mortals ' as Silver} . 


not by every day's experience how oſten the 


accompliſhment of our eager en ef 'piover 


the ſource of future miſery] j 
Ve The amiable Caroline was indeed; the woſt | 
| Aeficable| of women, the moſt engaging of 
| wives; but unhappily her conſtitution: had 
been too delicate to _—_— her, tet _ * 
paſſion which: preye | 
 whichthe had e aber erſelf : 
+" flow but gentle decay imperceptibly Wea. 
| kened her lovely frame. She was ſenſible 


of; her own ſituation. before. ſhe: gave her hand 
to the Count, but was perſuaded by her 


tha that. a happy: union might; reſtore: her : 


health. + For a few weeks the appeared bertet; . 
and being in the way of becoming a mother; 


lead themſelves, becaul 


a 


; nate be ihe! 8 00 vet 
Abe Mate dt its laſt efforts, the Mme 
moment that gave bifth to 4 100 deprived 
the unhappy Count öf its zngelie mother, 

Ad! che prrit of the"amiable dlz tender 

a line fled to Heaven 
> Ibis impbfible to paint the difttaction of 
Her miſerable Huſband, who for many days 
Dentler dreadful tate, do give great cauife | 

pprehenſton that he would J % 
lions beloved wife to! the” grave; Bat at 
length it pleaſed Heaven to reſtore kistibalth, it TIT 
bet his vivacity and eheerfulneſo were fled 1 
ſor ever. He devoted the retnaifide f his 
dens to che duesgon of his ee a sse 
ite image of his ioſt Caroline Was never ab- 

ſent from his thoughts. Senſible that his 1 

eldeſt boy, Rhodophil, would inherit his 

. eſtates, he determined to fave a 
| handſome fortune for his young Ferdinand 
who was the ring reſemblance” of his u- ? 
4 other. The Count retrenched _ 


- fortunate m 
Bonn th uſeleſs! exp a ; nde, and pr oy: Uu 


| ſon, who, 3 he grem b, 
diſcovered every. trait of a 


* ; 8 


Stern, hau bty, inſolent 1 — no 


r 
ten erneßß could move, no remon 


. gente. bis 
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ed them 
houſe correſpondent to | 
Bo to make | inquiries, 
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was her niece, was called Claudias 3 they 5 
had only reſided a few months in the town, 
and eee to have but a very ſlender 
income. With this intelligence they returned 
8 | home, both thoughtful, and each en 
dee ſentimegts of the other, which was, a 
deſire of ſeeing and en ons more of : 
this lovely . 98 9 
When they met next morning; Rt ede pn 
Peda to talk of the pretty girl” they had 
ſeen 1 but f in a ere manner, and in a tone 
et incitterence rpriſed - Ferdigand, 
* by 10 hb nit eee cen ed. a firſt im- 
1 a and ho could not mention her but 
in terms of rap! 1 eee hind. the 


ll view. "of ibis charger ; his brother — 
at lis fc any „ and ſaid he 10 1d Mags mo 
7 rent dae. CVP 
Not to dwell too long on this part of rhe 
dan. we hal only ſay; that Ferdinand found | 
acquainted wich this young 
| TT.. 


— 


her, and acquired no ſmall ſbare of her's.— 


Mean time > overtures were made to the w woman 


by a friend of her s to ell her niece, or in 
other words, ſhe was offe a handſome ſum 
herſelf, and a ſettlement on 
à young Nobleman. Dupree, 
and poor, could not withſtand the temptation ; 
the endeavoured, to the utmoſt: of her {kill, 
to ſeduce the mind of her niece, by a diſplay | 
of all the vantages ſuch an attachment 
would ſecure to her; but Claudina had che 
beſt ſecurity for the preſervation of her honor, 
which was her love for. Ferdinand, and he 
hope that, though not an elder brother, he 
would have a handſome fortune, and that his 
affection for her was an 


Thoſe ſplendid overtures were | therefore 


firmly rejected, thaugh often ene and 
ber lover felt himſelf under additional ties ok 


to a young woman, yhoſe 


w_— 
woman, -and very ſoon engaged bis heart to 
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. ure | 
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lean time his mind aden be cayt 


ve Had every amen palin: father 


| - woulc approve of a oonnexion ſo 
mean andrunfultible: to the future vie ws he 


had for his-eſtabliſhment y he Hartd not men- 


tion his attachment, and hour dreaded the 
2 diſcovery and its conſequ : 
often rallied him upon his paſſion, and at 
firſt perſuaded him greatly againſt the indu 
gence of a leve ſo improper; but finding 
Ferdinand inflexibly determined to perſevere, 
he had for ſome time ceaſed to ſpeak on 
the ſubject. This young man grew dai 


more enamoured, and every moment more 


vexed and mortified at her humble ſituation, 


and the dangers to which ſhe was expoſed 


y her reſidence with an unprincipled woman. 
He had her taught privately ſeveral branches 


of education, and was charmed with her 


docllity and the progreſs ſhe made in her 
ſtudies; every hour his love e e 25 
he determined to marry her privately. 


venſive * Rhodophil Joined. him, and 
affectionately 


10 dS; His brother 


One day walking in the garden, i in a very 


_ EMO ay oc 


9 4 N 4 
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affeRionately inquired into. the. cauſe of his 

melancholy. — Ferdinand, whoſe. love for 
Claudina had by. no means leſſened his af- 
fections towards his brother, after a. little 
| heſitation, confeſſed the cauſe of his embar- | 
raſſment, his reſolution to. wed Claudina, and 
the dread he entertained of diſpleaſing ſo 


good a father, whom he Say en and „ 


honoured. e 
. your relalution is taken, replied 
| Rhodophil, 5 it would be a waſte. of time 
to enter into any arguments with you on the 
ſubject; the diſadvantages attending it muſt. 
be as obvious to yourſelf as to me. Tout 
father never will give his conſent, and if, you 
do marty her, you muſt keep the affair ſe - 
cret; your - father cannot live for ever.” 
This laſt obſervation ſhocked. book 
| exttemely.—< Good God !” exclaimed he, 
ce ſhall I enter into an union where my only 
chance of happineſs muſt ariſe from the death 
of a parent ſo tender and reſpectable ?.Periſh 
the thought! No, let me be miſerable from 
| the 8 of my wiſhes, but never 
F3 „ 
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let me be criminal, deteſtable in my own : 
eyes. Rhodophil obſerved, that he Was | 
more hurt than was neceſſary at the hint he 
had dropped, which meant nothing more than 
a natural concluſion: However,” added he, | 
to prove the ſincerity of my. fratern "al 
affection, marry Claudina; I will add to 
your allowance by a portion of mine ; you 
will then be enabled to maintain her, and 
by removing her to a different quarter of 
the town may clude all ſuſpicion and | obſer- 
4 vation.“ . 
How en was the 8 and reſo- 
lution: of eighteen to withſtand the incite- 
ments of paſſion, or decline the indulgence 
of it when ſanctioned by a brother! Ferdi- 
nand embraced his generous brother with 
: tranſport, and, blind to all the ill effects that 
might be dreaded from an union ſo raſh and 
unſuitable, he no longer heſitated, but the 
following: day he informed Claudina and her 
aunt of bis reſolution, and for the firſt time 
aſked, Who, and what were her parents - 
| 8 0 aunt 9 That ber father, in | 
cally | 


N 
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5 <a lite, had been in the army, an officer „ 
but dying ſoon after her. birth, her mother 
had only a ſmall penſion to live on, which 
- poorly. ſupported her for about three years, 

0 when f the alſo died, leaving Claudina to her | 
care; that ſhe (Dupree) having only a hun- 
- dred.crowns a year to live on, had remained 


in the. country: until this laſt year, when the... 8 


thought it beſt to remove near the city, in i 
the hope that her niece's. beauty would ger: 
; her: a good huſband.” With this account 
Ferdinand was. ſatisfied, and not a Ae 
pleaſed to find his miſtreſs owed her birth to 
an officer, though ſhe was poor and 8 Me 
leſs. Ina very few days he was united to 
his Claudina, and removed her to mother 


quarter in the ſuburbs, where ſhe lived de- 


cCcently, if not elegantly, and having an 
affectionate heart, and a good d underſtanding,” 
- ſhe was grateful for the advantages Fer- 
dinand's love procured for her, without P47 
; extending her. wiſhes beyond eie, 
le had been married about fix ds; 5 
5 MOT: ONES an ingreſs to their auh, 


| lb 3 
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When one morning his father, who had ap- 
peared uncommonly grave at breakfaſt, 
ordered Ferdinand to attend him to the 
— Jibrary, He obeyed ; the manner, more than 
the words, ſtruck: him, and with an agrated 
heart he appeared before him. 
% Ferdinand,“ ſaid the Count, in a tons 
of ſolemnity, *I ardently with to ſee vou | 
| ſettled in life, an opportunity now offers not 
to be rejected. Count Benhorff has offered 
to give you his davghter, the L dy Amelia, 3b 
whoſe large fortune and perſonal charme 
render the alliance moſt truly deſirable, and 
entirely unobje&ionable.” He ſtopped, Fer- 4 
dinand was thunderſtruck ; this was an oc 
currence that he had never once dreamt of. 
He heſitated, - faltered, at length muttered 
out ſomething about the ane = 
being married before his brother.” 
That is not your buſineſs, Sir,” reſumed 
the Count; your brother has other views 3 
Count Benhorff and his daughter have done 
you the honour of a diſtinguiſhed preference, 
and 1 it N remains for you” to receive my 


See; | : $ | orders, 


chem im abt ne 2 55 reanfs 
go: Poe foitable 0 an h offer ſo ſplendid, and o 


you in life; as you ml know you haye only 
a fhare of my perſonul fortune toerpect. With 
whatever ſhare you have the goodneſs to 
appropriate for me; Sr; I hope I Man be don 
tent and thank ful; nor meanly wiſh” to ag- 
grandize myſelf by marriage without 1 co 
love ancd Honour" the Lady. Pardon the, 
Sir,” added he, gathering 4 little mere cu: 


rage, pardon me, therefore, if 1 do net 


ſo readiiy actard ts your Wiſhes us ye may 
enpect/ but never will I marry ee 
enen om poorer good geart © 
e And what, Sir, ” faid the Count, Kids 

line in PA I rage ſhould P TI at you from | 
boring the Lad) Amelia, who has a be 

2 Lee ſhe has condeſcended” to 


6b ft daa es 8 60 Tg ce ea to ſo 
ming 4 Jong wornan ? Never did Fer. 
1 c dinand 
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t Say no more, ” cried. the Coußt, inter- 


..” 


ring him; no more equivocation, 
ſee TE have not - been mars 5 Iu; mm 


i bot ſo? 2» 105 dr Mo 755 . e . 
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.< F.am above uttering: 1 : — 
dere Ferdinend on es 8958 he's 2 
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2 «x Fooliſh, Ampendent; bay 1 exclaimed | 
uth 


Yo: Count, in a violent rage; your you 
bath been ſeduced into an eo, 0 4 


8 


* 


uy! By. Heavens! No, 


2215 have net been e nor 4s hes 


= 


46 « Hold, inſolent l ” ir returnec 
«and bear. me; if you have, fo 
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4 ial W Prepare to carry Jour addy OY 


the Lady Amelia; theſe are my abſolute; 


commands, which I expect you to e or 


. are no longer a ſon of mine 
17 "Ox 3 ny: bon: cried: Ferdinand, — b 


avs 
* 


wee. 1 a 


« 1 40 not, . 3 1 


Wiel « an affair of gallantry has nothing 
to do with an engagement of honour, an 
union for life. You are young, and have 


been drawn away by your paſſions ; ; but de- 
cency forbids you to continue your: attach- 


ment whilſt you are ſoliciting the Lad 
Amelia s hand: I therefore requeſt you, Fer. 


dinand, I will not command, I defire you to 
diſſolye your preſent connexion, and let me 
have the happineſs of ſeeing you eſtabliſhed 


in my life time. Lou are the only pledge 
leſt me of a too tender affection: Tour 


angel mother died in giving peu life ; let not 
that life ſo dearly purchaſed tender my latter 
1 vaepgys ; let me meet her i in the reams 
1 BY nd nag 1 5 . above es 


v , 


you are my puniſher; you have choſen to be 
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above with the conſcious delight bf Wan 


a e the happineſs of her child.“ 

The Count's voice faltered as he pro- 
nounced the laſt words. Ferdinand was in 
agonies; he threw himſelf at his father's 
feet: Spare me, ſpare your wretched fon ; 
oh! Sir, happineſs and Lady Amelia cannot 


be joined with me; | happineſs conſiſts not in 


titles, grandeur, or riches: I am moderate 
in my wiſhes; my rr will 1 0 We 


your houſe.” 


* And you,” ſaid the Tous; interrupting 
him with fury, yon reſolve to diſgrace it. 
Juſt Heaven! how am I puniſhed for my 


errors in the perſon of my darling ſon! 2. ws, 


the inſtrument of vengeance, to retaliate 


upon your father, and haſten the few ſhort 
days that are allotted to me, full of ſorrow 


and deſpair: But hear me, once more 1 


command you to promiſe me that you will 
give up your preſent infatuation, that you will 


N . woman who bas ſe. 


) Ubi es 


duced 


dare are my becher replied 
Ferdinand, with grief and horror in his coun- 
tenanee s * I dare not forfeit my integrity. 25 
4 You perſiſt then in your folly. in your 
crimes, exclaimed n other, in a rage little 
ſnort of madneſs; * then mark my words: 
Ihe allowance I ha given you, I ſhall re- 
ſume as long as you refiſt my. will; the crea- 
ture who has bewitched you I will puniſh, 
the «i dare to form any legal ſacred 
connexion with her, 0 Waun une 
attend you o 
N eee oh! ſtop,” ed the 3 She. 
dinand, © be is my wife Þ 1 nn 


pe into a chair. 


1 e 
ed eee ALONE; cab 
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creat curſe til vibrate>in his eats, diſt | 
5 utterance wo e 2 of- his 


8 


boy 2 & | © 4 8 Ta 


who affured Hick ke would leave nothing 
undone to ſoften his father's diſpleaſure: — 
Conte © yourſelf; my brother,” ſaid hey all 
violences mult ſubſide; time mult be allowed; 
t I will be your friend and advocate; 1 
e eans of ſubſiſtence you may rely 
on b me.” =Ferdinand OE aſe” der 3 


he moment ſhe: faw 
Never was 4 man ſo 
altered in f fo ne." Erneſt wasobliged 
. N to Hor" thbUlſeovery: which had 
den made, and ſhe no temporary Py 


the dane en herſelf; as the cauſe; 3} 
and in dhe height of her agitations' abſolutely = 
wo propoſed een auch "opting: Nutte to cenou⁰ee 


! forrow and We Bot Ferdi I Ul. 
wee be outdone in affection and gene- 
10 | . — . To * ou are Wersen, OY bans be I Fat : 1 | 


pe my du 3.0 cg u, my drug 
| eonſolation,. under every afflict 

endeavoured to, calm, the rief and s 

5 1 I chte che Oy mee, the, en 


8 18 


| Clauding gin Mig) © agg Ir 9 8 
But in vain 3 to mitigate the 
Eount's reſentment, until one day, long after: 
Claudina had been brought to bed of a boy; 
Le Ema 3 rr —_— 
vet child in FR arms, bf * 
ot of He: . for 258 ers eee ö 


and. wa ee, Finer he * + axles Ach, 
. e nm bid he, Ahe. ig 


ndered me an rente ern Fl 
but che infant is at leaſt inner I did not 
tre ay not reprobate that: ther efore 4: will: 
low ſomething; to keep it from want. 
On his return Erneſt was called, and directed 
to pay them quarterly twenty erowns. The 
old man was overjoyed, and tried to obtain a. 
larger allowance, but his maſter. was immo- 
vable : Te keep them from want is ſuffi- 
cient; it ĩs the charity E would beſtow on a 
ſtranger, bey have no claims upon me. 
Glad even to ave gained this point, Erneſt: 
haſtened to them with the incelligenee, with- 
a quarter cafrance;, and. bid them look on 
it. as a lucky omen of future reconciliation. 
father a letter full. of acknowledgments, deen 
contrition for having offended him, and every 
poſſible ſubmiſſion his, ſituation would allow. 
of; bur his letter was returned unopened, and | 

rbidden to mention his name. 
Rhodoghil frequently viſited them, and often _ 
na little . which were 


very 
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very n for they PATENT} a 106 
Which made their little income very: confined. 
One n morning, o @pxcaming. down ſtairs, cher 4 4 
ſeemed. a diſorder i in:the room -very-unuſual ial 
no fire was made, no preparation for brea 
faſt, and the door of the houſe left on the 
latch. Their aunt, who had always performed. 
all the offices of a ſervant, aſſiſted by Ca — 
dina whilſt Ferdinand nurſed his little boy. 
This aunt it was plain was gone out, but "4 
what, or where to, they could form no con- 
jecture; however, they exerted themſelves 
to do the neceſſary offices, but when they 
came to prepare their breakfaſt, they could: 
find no ſpoons, and in a ſhort time after diſ- 
covered the drawers in the room had been, 
opened, and all Claudina's linen was taken 
away; they likewiſe miſſed Feniinand's 
| watch, which hung in the oom. 
Strangely alarmed, they ns ovary Gs 
able ſearch, which only ſerved to diſcover 
more. loſſes, and to convince then aber had 
; been robbed, and by this aunt. Their con- 
not ** ren ; but the cruel. 
truth 


e kat Was certzio; 
1 inconvenience great. Clau- 

a again with child, and this event 
to be : continued. ipleaure. of che 
with a 


ri "which 8 3 e 7 
le of domeſtic: es W and but e 


etite loſt. bed one Wan 
a5 the, phyſician gave it as: ee 
7.5 on. a. ba port e vp, bur 


ws he 
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* chat he might once more 


fuer to revoke che heavy"icurſt he c had lat 
. the letter, bir Biber hi "refuſed . 
and commanded him to mention his f 
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and was nearly: eee er 4 
" Rhodophil' to " intercede” for him, 
dhe feer-of ue jour offended parent; ati 
e eee Herten 
rote 2 feu lines imploring hie beloved 


* F< 


2 
* 


dd lle if li Bierhefe. 


0 walk beſchs: the Cuſtle gates or days 
together, imploring admittance, but all was 
fruitleſs ; no ſervaut dared to diſobe' "oy 
ee, 2 to the e cee 
Erneſt car Log Mme 

wil ps the —— me to my e 
ber, Sir, no time is to be loft,” Mo © 
han alive, he attended Erneſt without 0 
ing, when; at the very entrance of tlie houſe, 
* met n brother. He ſtarted back with 
amazement: 8 


of <8 A 
cc; 1 4 — © $ * 
amazement? Od WOK 
” " : . - 4 o 0 * 
; * 7 55 
* here 1141 $ . e 4 
1 
» fa Ern e 


maſter is. at the poli of death 3 now, a 
only, when he muſt ſolicit me mercy from” 
bis heavenly father, is the time to try if he 
will extend that mercy, on his part. lch he 
| moſt ſupplicate from the Almighty. ne, 
You are right,” replied Rhodophil y— 1 
„ Come with EE to the anti- chamber, my 
dear brother,” and I will procute you admit- 
tance, though all "others are forbidden. 
Erneſt bowed and withdrew ; with a beating 
heart and trembling limbs Ferdinand entered 4 
the anti- chamber, where Rhodophil's valet. 
ſat, who alfo ſtarted at ſecing the unexpected 5 
gueſt his maſter brought in. Wal 
„ Wait without, ſaid Rhodoph b 


| at your peril permit any one hot er = 
The ſervant quitted the room. 1 
Now,“ ſaid the forn 7 a wilt go * 
and fee the ſtate our fer is ih and ak a0 
_ __ 4 cord to ſupport _ W e 


Sued 


7 Scar BE ly 1 
near W b of anc in-all the 80 an 


Ferdinand bowed his head, he could. not truſt 

| to his voice, his heart beat with increaſing 
"a violence... Nea 
=_ attention was ſuddenly rouſed. by two or 
1 three deep groans. He ſtarted, and fle to. 
19 the door; a ſhort gallery communicated tothe 
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ring to breathe, Ferdinand n 


N. ee eee He. 


neee, ſaid he, * every thing depends on 


reſt, we muſt not diſturb him, wait a little. 


ar half. an hour clapſed, when 


bed chamber of the Count, there he liſtened, 
3 kind of buſtle ſeemed to be in the room, 
ber the groans were not repeated ; his hand 
Vas on the lock, bardiy ſenſible whether he 
intended to open it or not, when it was. ſud- 
denly opened on the other ſide. The Count' BM 
valet app 2eared : ce Be ſo good to. return n 
ad he, << all i is over, my maſter i is no more!”. 
Ferdinand tottered back into the other 
wem, and fell lifeleſs on the floor, where _ 7 
brother found him on his return to the li-. |} 
A * Which e ths e bega 


The PAY Uircorkftutans have ben 
3 Fully related} and having ſent” Ferdinand td 
Vienna, we ſhall attend to ' Claudina and her 
children, who were for ſeveral A 1 
for 115 e of her dung. 4 4 
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ZR attention that affection, and the 
L duties of hoſpitality enjoined, was paid 
by Rhodophil to his fiſter-in-law, and no 
longer reſtrained by the prudence and pride 
of Ferdinand, he made her a number of con- 
ſderable preſents, increaſed the finery of her 
wardrobe; was aſſiduous to aàmuſe her, and - 
in ſhort gained ſo highly on the eſteem and - 
gratitu of 9 that ſhe inſenſibly felt 
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her regret leſſened for the loſs of her huſband, 

and although ſhe ſometinies felt and expreſſed 
a concern for his ſafety, yet the well-timed 
amuſements Rhodophil prepared for her, 
| left that occaſional anxiety but as a paſſing 
cloud upon her memory, that was followed 
by brighter ideas. Erneſt, who had engaged 
to pay every attention to his miſtreſs, as he 
called her, found nothing was wanting from 
him to comfort her, and ſo captious is the 
human mind, that, though he would have 
been grieved to have ſeen her unhappy, yet 
he was 8 much — to ſee her lo 
cheerful. 2 

e e the hall cinta every 
ſervant was at her. diſpoſal, and the maſter of 
it ſeemed to haye no will but her's, no laws 

we but of her making. If we look back; and 

uw | ſee the very humble ſtate in which Claudina 

| had lived before ſhe knew Ferdinand, and 

even the humble mediocrity whichſheenjoyed 
with him before the death of Count Renaud; 

2 if we conſider. that, though Ferdinand --< 

procured. maſters to teach, her accompliſh- 
6 ments 
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me. ts before ſhe married, and of courſe with 
the advantages. of his converſation her mind 
muſt have been enlightened, and her under- 


Rinding Ing. improved, yet ſtill a number of i im- 
Z Leahy ideas, 3 from early Ip. = would 


probabitcy, 15 we wel. ſhe nigh have 
been 4 Counteſs. = 
A too frequent v repetition of thoſe 8 | 

by degrees undermined the warmth of her 
affection for her huſband, and one day, when 
; walking in the garden with Rhodophil, that 
he was laviſh in his encomiums on her per- 

ſon, ſhe interrupted by aſking, with a look 
"of. nalyete, „How it happened, that, if, he 


. oe fo well of her, he had not lor ed her 
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moment 1 2 you; ny could. I 18. ph 


1 brother wretched ? — Or could I hope. you 


; would reſerve the bleſſing of your hand for 
me until my father 8 death? Neither dared | 
1 think of x marrying you to involve you in 
- wretchedneſs. Had you. ſuffered for me, 
what I have known you to bear with Ferdi- 
nand, 1 ſhould have been diſtracted. No, 
_ -*Claudina, ſuch was the delicacy of my paſ- 
ſion, that I choſe to be miſerable Mel, 
rather than make the woman I adored un- 
happy 3 to lay her under the interdiction of 
a father, the weight of a. curſe yore, have 

_ yak. 1 me to the grave.” _ 48 
Not a word of this was oft'o on : Cla i TY 
every ſyllable funk into her ſoul 3 the began 
to reflect on what ſhe had forfeited by mar- 
rying Ferdinand, and blamed che ardour of 
that love which, had ſought i its own. gratifi- 
cation at her expence. Rhodophil ſaw the 


workings of her a * e by inf- 


N 


"0m" tale. „„ 
5 | 7 * : ; 1 
43 : | i 
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8 . « When my brother m you, 5 
geber was my miſery — hat eettety * 5 


* 
4 * 
* il 


what days of angfiſh ! yet how did 1 labour 


for your happineſs ? Now I may tell you: 8 
| . Know then, my father never allowed you one 
milling; I invented that tale to ſpare your 


= delicacy, that you might not feel yourſelf -. | ” 


too much obliged to me; but coke * 15 do. 
100 much for the woman I adored ? During 


my father's illneſs I laboured with uncommon | N 
zeal to procure a ſettlement fer you, to pro 


cure a pardon for my brother. I ventured 

to brave his utmoſt reſentment by taking 

him into the next room (not thinking his 
death ſo very near) in the hope of having 


him revoke that dreadful curſe he had laid 
upon him; but, alas! he died, and all; wy Sy 


endeavours were fruitleſs. SE 8 
„How 1“ exclaimed ſhe, « bid Ks 1. 9 


ſce his father? Did he e ** on n his CEE . 


death-bed ?” N 8 
3 No, 2 he repling; 0 he never 1 FRY 5 
ts * the wakes your: * was difs 


5 


Count | 


© Good: 5 
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| Emperor, and the defirable ſituation in which 


© Good Heavens 17 ſaid the, © WERE im- 


Mg what falſities did Ferdinand tell x 
me! She then repeated. to him what has 
been already mentioned, and the very cir- 


cumſtances which he had invented to calm 


her mind, and reſtore her peace, were now 


turned againſt him, as a piece of baſe dupli- 


city, and the inference drawn was, © that if he 
Was capable of ſo much deceit in one thing, 


be might in another, and therefore ſhe could 


have no confidence where there was room 

. Tor: doubts.” —Rhodophil, who was perfectly 
acquainted with his brother's. motives for the 
deception, pretended to be entirely ignorant 


of them, and, by the moſt artful fineſſe, 
gave a: colouring to an action dictated by 


tenderneſs alone, that ſtamped an indelible 


impreſſion on the mind of Claudina, to the 


injury of that love and truth ſhe owed to the 
moſt affectionate of huſbands. 55 


Letters very ſoon arrived from the much 


Injured Ferdinand, acquainting them of his 


arrival at Vienna, his introduction to the 


be 


; iy 


he found himſelf placed. His expreſfions 8 
Claudina were replete with tenderneſs, and 
all his anxiety aroſe from a ſeparation that he 
lieu muſt be equally painful to her. The 
only conſolation he could promiſe to himſelf =. 
were her letters, and he beſought her to in- 
dulge him with hearing of herſelf and chil- 
dren by every opportunity. To his brother 
he was grateful and affectionate; to Erneſt 
kind and friendly, requeſting him to watch 


over the health and peace of his: beloved 
wife, whoſe tender ſenſibility he was appre- 
henſive would | injure her conftitution. - 1 

Poor Ferdinand! little. did he conceive 


that his little bark of happineſs was wrecked _ 
upon a fatal ſhore that blaſted all his 3 

for ever; much leſs could he have an idea 
to what hand he was indebted for conducting 5 
her to the port of deſtruction. Erneſt, When 
he had peruſed his letter, fighed heavily ; = 


Alas!“ faid he, © how one fatal action has 


| deſtroyed the peace of a whole family for | 
ever! The mole that has long laboured to 


undermine the 1 8 of F . has I 
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now fucceeded,; his own- . hand fitſt 


pointed the weapon that muſt wound his 


boſom beyond all poffibility of a cure, for 1 


too plainly ſee his wife is grown indifferent 
to him, and attached to che Pleaures. of the 


: world ! 7 


Days and weeks paſſed away, and fo 


Claudina gay and happy; they heard often 
from Ferdinand, who had been twice in an 


engagement, and had been promoted. — 


When the campaign was over he N to 


return and embrace all the treaſures he 
poſſeſſed in one circle, a tender wife, a gene- 
rous and affectionate brother, and his darling 
children.— This hope, ſo flattering to him, 


was little capable of giving pleaſure to the 


inhabitants of che Caſtle; and Erneſt ob- 


ſerved all at once a deep thoughtfulneſs take 


poſſeſſion of the Count, and a penſive me- 


lancholy ſteal over the features of Claudina, 
for neither of Which was there N any 


1 2 . 
A b 


One 


| 5 


- Ons PO 2 in Ws room whi ns. 
formerly been the library; and log a--- 
Claudina's bed chamber, fitting at the win 
do d indulginghis own reflections, he thought 
7 heard the Count's voice in a whiſpering 
tone; there was nothing extraordinary or 
reprehenſible in his being in her apartment. 
yet ſome how Erneſt found his eurioſity e- 
cited to khow why the converſation ſhould — 
be in æ whiſper! he therefore. liſtened, 'and © 0 | 
though he could only make out indirect fon... - 3 
tences and half words, he underſtood: but too 1 


; much, and retired overwhelmed with aſtoniſh- 

— ment and horror; a ſcheme replete with the 
ly moſt unpardonable wickedneſs ſeemed to be 
e 


in agitation, which it was his w_ if ROI | 

to prevent, . 8 . 7 2 

The following Hos ey" PESTO ohh de N 

Count's valet, who had been always more 
civil to him than ever his maſter had, ſince the 

old Count's death, and which indeed aroſe 

from a circumſtance: Erneſt had long ſince 

forgotten. In the juvgnile days of Rhodophil 

and Ferdinand, when they were a: out 

„ 0 1 N one 
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dne day, accompanied by Peter (then alſo , 
| ad) and Erneſt, the horſe of Peter took 
| fright: Erneſt, who had an excellent one, 


as quickly followed, overtook the other, and 
by a dexterous manceuvre ſtopped the horſe 


in the very moment when he muſt have 
N plunged over a precipice. This ſignal ſer- 


vice Peter never had forgotten, and though ü 
he could boaſt but of little principle or in- 


tegrity in any one point, yet he always looked 
up to Erneſt as the preſerver of his life; 
when the old man ſcarcely remembered a 


ſingle circumſtance of it, and had ſometimes 


been at a loſs to account for Peter's particular 


civilities to him. Theſe attentions, however, 
encouraged Erneſt to addreſs him, and to 


endeavour, if poſſible, to gain his confidence, 


being well affured Warn his e 3 ſeeret 
were in his poſſeſſion. 

| Meeting by chance in the 8 the old 
Newurd invited him to his apartment in the 


_ eveging; an honour Peter was proud of, and 
took care not to neglect: He found a good ; 
Gp of wine Pu for him, and a very 


„ N 8 


„ 1 
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friendly reception; both warmed his heart; 

| After a little preparatory converſation; the 

old Gentleman remarked, that he wWas ſcar- 

ful che Count. or his ſiſter-in-law, was ill; 
as they nm to be Min _ andy n MP 
choly. . = 

. As to. e Mr. Erneſt,” . „ Is 

Peter, © there is not much of that 1 believe; 
but they have enough to make them melan- 


choly, when it is likely Nun Ferdinand r 2 


ſoon come home. 


-. © How * cried the nds « ORE 18 api 5 5 


indeed! 1 ſhould rather think they would: 
be overjoyed: at __ e to be man he 115 
1 t ſtay long.“ 1 
« Ah! bleſs: you, Mr. Erneſt; you W 
—_ of the bulineſs, and vers it is as moe a 
as the noſe in your et 100 20 Lets}. 
„ Why, you know, Peter, K never pry 
into ſecrets, and am no 1 1 r 1 . 
pena”: 555 „ OYOEeT 
. be Foam, you: 3 you are 1 
a hen a Sir, and OT e * wick - 
| 5 50 6 4 e 
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. ei your ſoul, why they be leagued 


loves. him mare thay ever the * her huſ- 


made miſchief on any poor fetvant, ſo 
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[ goes forward here,” — N ** dont you 
drink, Peter?” 
cc Ido, 1 do, 8 a 1 Tn. or | 

he» glaſſes opened his. heart ſtill more 
_ freely. : Ta; tell-you the truth, Mr. Erneſt, 1 
my maſter, the Count, is but a bad man, 
for ſeeing he has got all the fortune, he might 
have let his brother keep his wife to himſelf.” 

« How! why, ſure! why, you do not 

_ think he wants to ſeparate them, do you?“ 


and to my mind Madame Claudina 


. © Aſtoniſhing!” ak Erneſt. 
6 "Te aſtoniſbing to be ſure, becauſe | 
Mr. Ferdinand is a much handſomer man; 
but I'll let ain oma We whole if youll be 
ſecret.“ 15 

« You ow am no talker, Peter,” 

« Nor more you ar'n't, for you never 


II tell you, then, as fore As You be alive, 
Mad: me is a 1 2 


« Impoſtble !” 


3 * 2 1 PETR: 
. | # * 
7 
LE 7 
Ne 
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2 Impoſſble ene imed the other. - 1 
+, No, no, tis not Unpoſſible, the truth 15 
is out, and maſter wants to perſuade her to 
go away to ſome place in Hungary, as if he _ 
Tuned away, and then they think Mr. Ferdi- * 
nand will kill bimſelf, or break his heart, r 
ſomething, and then they two are, to be 
married. This was one ſcheme ; then an- 
heh: was. to 1 Nan Ferdinand en 
; come : our, aden! — 6. a rang be 


c Go. fe ek anda and 
1 infny! How did you: learn all this, Peter?” Gs 
= Why, DEC er 8 dear 


auſe I am in maſ 
he ede wüde e. i 
Then I conjure.you; Wend to. vg me 
know all: your proceedings; 1 will amply | 
reward you, and God wil a Our 1 oa I 
ferve the iqnocent . 
Why, as to that, Si, Ju 1 am not 


N 


4 ry innocent to be ſure; but I love you, 


for you faved my life you know, when the 
| horſe was TE to caper over the mountain 
e 8 e ; with 


Eb 
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with me, and ſo I think it my duty to ſerve 
you, and if you defire me I will:tell you all, 
only don't ſpeak a word of it to maſter « or 
any body.” This Erneſt faithfully promiſe ed, 
and Peter engaged to ſtep into his r anf 
whenever he could 18 way r ond to | 
© comminieate.” W e ee ban 75 01. 
n information of Peter” s corroborating J 
: «i converſation he had overheard in the | 
library, left Erneſt no room'for doubt of a 
connexion terrible to think of; yet what ſteps 
to take, whether to acquaint Ferdinand with 
the dreadful fecret, or to let him ſtill remain 
| ignorant” and happy, where - meaſures he 
thought” muſt depend on the reſult of Their 
1 determinations, and for the know ledge of ow 
| he depended: on Peter. Nothing partict 
| - . "tranſpired for two days: Claudina $idejetion 
1 increaſed, and'ſhe ſeemed very ill, her appe- 
| | | tite was loſt, and frequent faintings alarmed 
dees family; bu the. Tefuſed to have medical 
1 advice, and ſaid it was only weakneſs from a 
violent. cold. On the third night, however, 
2 wo was ſeized. wich che 2 yer 
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ſions had left her, and obſerved. among the 


5 ſervants that his fiſter-1n-law | had for many 170 


years been ſubject to thoſe fits at times, and 


the approach of the diſorder had occaſioned . 
the weakneſs and dejection of her ſpirits for 
ſome e Gays d bg was 1 the s was 


over.“ Ry 
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nad TY Rhodophil attended her, and for ; 
hours her life was in great danger; but to- 
wards. the morning ſhe grew. better. Rho- 

dophil ſeemed tranſported that the convul- 


=” 7 tale W current mich ths be 1 
- but Erneſt had his ſuſpicions, which a ſhort. - 
time confirmed, for ſhe ſoon recovered; and 

was as gay and as happy as uſual. The arri- 

val of Ferdinand, in about three weeks after: | 
ſeemed: to give general joy in the family. 
Erneſt alone was unhappy, becauſe: be-knew 5 
too much, yet he reſolved to be ſilent, rather 

| bender of Han nen a maſter 1 
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him fart from his chair, and threw: his wiſe - 
into a tr 
does * groan come from 2” cried ſhe, He 
| was about to anſwer, when a. ſecond, ſtill - 
more e was followed by thoſe words 
e the ſame voice Ferdinand had twice 
before heard: Fry, ih from her arme, as you = 
would. ve fn and dab — Claudina 
ſhrieked and fainted. Her huſband rang the 
bel] for. aſſiſtance. Sbe relapſed from ne 
fit into another for ſeveral hours ; all was 
fright and confuſion, for He did not chuſe to = 
nee for e ank N he ſervants: : 


5 1 What Sie aſked Ferdinand, «hasthe 
I before now had ſuch ſeizures as this ?? | 
„ Yes, Sir,” anſwered the ene «a 

trees an maſter told us, as ta 
be ſure yon know, e men ene 
| troubled with them.” 
This information aupeiled kind 85 con- 
 eluſion in his own mind was, that ſhe had 


embling fit. What, or Where 
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17 before how been alarmed i in a firnilar manners | 
but the words dwelt upon his memory :'— 
What could be their import As you would 
avoid ſin and death!“ Good God! how 
ſhocking ! He had not time, however for 
much reflection, the ſtate his wife lay in 
chiefly engroſſed his attention; he infiſted 
upon medical advice, and a phyſician was 
ſent for. Before he could make his appear- 
_ ance diſtraction had ſeized her brain; ſhe 
talked wild and incoherent, of death, murder, 


'  Rhodophiland Ferdinand! When tlie Doctor 


came he declared her in a frenzy fever, and. 
methods were taken to lower it ſo effectually, 
that in a few hours ſhe lay quite in a da be 
| Rate, inſenſible to every thing round her. — — 
Poor Ferdinand withdrew for « fowan nomen! 
at the requeſt of Rhodophil. | 
c Alas!” cried he, © is this my a! 
Have I returned home with the dear delight 
of being happy in the boſom of my family, 
_ muſt this dreadful YR "cauſe n me 
eonfurainate wreechedneſs ! 1175 „„ 0 


** 
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6. What: prohibition 2” aſked Rhodophül, 


i Ferdinand was ſenſible that he bd 


55 faid too much, that he Hark excited a curio- 3 


little en a en emen 205 ; Meer 
Rhodophil with the preceding eireumſtance, 


adding, “ that the voice ſeemed to be his 5 
father's,” The other funk back in his chair, 
pale and t emdlig⸗ unable to utter a ſyllable, 


his eyes ixed 09 his brother with a wd n. 
quiring look. — I ſee,” faid Ferdinand, 
« you are extremely ee had not Clau- 

dina been preſent with me, I ſhould hardly 


have ventured to relate to you ſo ſtrange 
and imp eee A x, cinen fearful . 5 
you ſhould * 
but I am too ane afſured-of t the ap „ 151 7 

1 Of what ?”” cried the Count, eng: 1 


61 « W. at did you hear elſe 
% No more than the wore 


* 
py” 
= 


Haan wen only know, for I am not - conſcious 7 


ds 1 have „ | 
pen words bunten to ROSH > my f 


136 
of any crimes, and after having ſo nb lived 
with my wife, why. this alarming caution 
now? Why, I am forbidden to return to 
ber arms by ſupernatural powers, is beyond 
my comprehenſion to define; I ſee only that 
chere is, there muſt be, ſome dreadful cauſe, 
and that I am marked out for miſery. O. 
Rhodophil! wretched are the days of thoſe | 
who fail in their firſt duties, obedience to 
a parent; and ſure deſtruction follows a fa- 
_ ther's curſe,” No longer able to FW. 
: ern Ferdinand wept aloud. y 
© +» Rhodophil, who was by this time a nale ä 
re. (though his eye was ſtill TRIBE 
with an affrighted glance, and his limbs ne 
longer boaſted their uſual tteadineſs) fought 
do ſpeak comfort to his brother: 1 Will 
not (ſaid he) tell you that it is poſſible your 
ſenſes might be deceived; I am neither cre- 
dulous, nor ſuperſtitious, yet I'"think you 
youly: do right to pay ſome obſervance to a 
warning from the dead, and all that we can 
m is, that the union between you and your 
wite | is  diſpleaſing to Heaven. Wbere- | 
8 a fore, 
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1 cried Ferdinand, cc the want of birth 
and riches i is no crime in the ſight of God; 1 
married unknown to my father, that was a 
ſin againſt his authority ; but can it be a 
crime of that magnitude to draw den ig 
diſpleaſure of Heaven? | 
„ Ohl yes, if it prorcked a father's | 
maledi&tion, i it rendered both criminal, and 7 7 


from hundreds who have committed the ſame 
error, the ſame unpardonable act of diſube - 
dience, to beheld 9400008 eee 
unthinking youth of the miſeries attending 
too haſty connexion unſanctioned by a pa- 1 
rent's approbation. Oh! my father, 1 1 
indeed ſeverely puniſhed!” E 
This apoſtrophe. drove Rhodophil fo 
the room; he could not ſupport the ſight of 
his brother's diſtreſs, Erneft immediately 
entered; the af ict 
lation to the firſt ſympathizing friend; the 
old man was ſhocked to ſee him; he reſted 
bis 60: on the ſhoulder of Erneſt, whilft 
repeated | dened in Claudina's 
* 


am the wretched victim; 7 am fingled out 


ed heatt clings for conſo- 


4 
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* 


apartment. * Dear un happy creature ! 17 — 
Added he, © I have deſtroyed ber peace, my ) 
fatal love has undone her; in humble obſcu- 
ity ſhe might have been happy, and * have 
dragged her into wretchedneſo *  - 
My dear maſter (ſaid Erneſt) do. not 7 
_ reproach yourſelf on ber account; your wife 
cannot, ought not to blame you, whatever the 
circumſtances may be that renders your union 
. improper z to ber you have always done your 
duty. If ſhe is unhappy, vou are not to 
blame; the offence againſt your father was 
deſigned to promote her happineſs as. well as ; 
your own, why it has failed, we are not to 
Inquire ; but remember this, that the fame 
voice which bid you fy from your wife, 
pronounced the words © Pardon and Peace; if 
there is e in one, there is in the 
ober. N 
Ferdinand raiſed 10 heath Ind Ak ear- 
neftlyi in his face, There is an implication i in 
your words that ſhock me, that would fill me 
with the moſt torturing apprehenſions, but 
that 1 nn the * of . being 
a _ any 


\ 
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= grounds for them. The pardon and 
peace” has never been one day abſent from | 

my memory, ſtrange if it ould, when it 
is the ground- work, the only hold 1 have to 
reconcile me to myſelf: But, alas! if 1 ly 

hold on | that for conſolation, if 1 look on 
| thoſe words as a ſacred command, what muſt 


I now facrifice to the ſame mandate? My 


wife, my dear innocent wife, the mother of 
my children, the ſweet comforter under all 
my misfortunes, muſt I give up her ſociety, 4 
fy her arms ? Oh! ſtern and cruel”? ? 


Stop, Sir (ſaid Erneſt, interrupting bim) 1 
te reflect, WhO you are accuſing, remember 


that, to us ſhort-ſighted mortals, the events | 

which often appear moſt diftrefling, are Me | 

"_ for- our greateſt bleſſingſss. 
«- Erneſt,” replied Ferdinand, <« you are T1 


nid philoſopher, you know not the dim. 


culty of being a practical one, and at your age 


the paſſions have loſt their turbulence. O, 


that T' alſo was old, or laid peaceably in my 
grave! But 1 forget Claudina (added he, 
1 . aud B to * apartment.) 5 


125 She 
\ 2 
"5: * g i * 


terrified, recover yourſelf, my Claudin 
Vould have taken her hand; ſhe withdrew i It, 
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She had juſt began to ſhew ſome ſigns of 10 re- "A 
collection, but the moment he appeared ſhe = 
ſbrieked and turned from him. His little 

boy Charles was in the room; he ran to his 


father: My mamma will not ſpeak to me, 
will not kiſs me; indeed, papa, I have not 
been naughty. — The artleſs voice of inno- 


cence overcame Fendinand; he ſtruggled to 


repreſs his emotions, but the big drops rol- 


led down his face. He embraced his child, 


then turning to her, © Clauding l my dear 
Claudina, will you not ſpeak to us? She 


turned her head, her eyes NEE =" ſhe groaned, 

and averted them to the child. My poor 
boy!” exclaimed ſhe. He ran to her arms. 

She embraced him: « Go, g9, my child, to 


your father.“ Ferdinand was deeply affected, 
He ordered the attendants to withdraw, then 


ſeating himſelf by her: © My. beſt, my only 


love (ſaid he) take comfort, you have been 
mo | £1 He 


© Revere the voice of Heaven,” cried the, ; 
grad * e its decke, N * is 


in 


4 * 
/ * 
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in a th touch, and unleſs you wiſh me mad 
indeed approach me not. Poor unhappy 


man ! well may you curſe the hour you firſt 1 


faw me.” © Wh 
« Who, 1!” cried be, cc Yak; Fs too | 
well I know the horrors of that raſh | impetu- 
oſity of the mind. No, but for your ſake I 
have no regrets; 7 have drawn down the 
wrath of Heaven and you, innocent as you 
are, muſt ſuffer the ſad effects. Fe | 
c Innocent!” repeated ſhe, 5 leave me, 
Ferdinand, 1 beſeech you to leave me; once 
more, if you would preſerve us both from 
everlaſting perdition, reverence that ſacred 
command, fly me as you would do a ſcor- 
pion that might ſting you to death,” Inex- 
preſſibly ſhocked, and apprehenſive that her 
ſenſes were again wandering, he rang the 
bell, and on the entrance of the ſervants 
withdrew : Regardleſs of wh at conſtructions 
might be put on the orders ſhe gave, ſhe 
inſiſted chat neither her huſband or Rhodophil 
mould be again admitted to her apartment. 


3 
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The houſe was melancholy, for every one- 


in it was gloomy and unhappy 3. they ſhun- 


ned each other; the two brothers met at 


meals, but thoſe meals were ſhort and un- 


ſociable; each feared to inquire into parti- 
culars they had reaſon to dread; yet they 
heard Claudina was better. The third day, 


when torturing ſuſpenſe, and diſappointed 


love, had worn Ferdinand almoſt to a ſhadow,, 
Erneſt entered the room: 1 am come, Sir, 
from Madame Claudina.“ 


: « What (cried the other) bave you been | 


admitted . 


« I was ſent for, 0s and have had a long 


converſ⸗ ation.“ 


O, tell me, quickly el, the reſult my 


mind is in tumults. 
„ T know it, Sir, and therefore am 


come. Pray, Heaven, that what I wes to 


relate may compoſe it. I received an order 


to attend on your Lady; 3-6 obeyed, and my 
old heart ached to ſee the ravapes grief. had 


made. She ordered every one from the 
room; ſhe ws ng on the ae: bed: 5 
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Erneſt (aid ſhe, with FETs ſolemnity) you | 

are the faithful ſervant and friend of the 
family; on your fidelity I Tels and 19 57 wn 
_ afliftance I ſolicit.” ©. 


« Aſſiſtance! (repeated Ferdinand) of | 
. nature, pray: . 


« Have the goodneſs. to ber me, Sir 
without 1 interruption,” - reſumed Erneſt: I 
aſſured the Lady ſhe might depend upon my. | 
_ readineſs to ſerve her in every thing conſiſtent 
with my duty.” This was her anſwer. |. 
«, Some circumſtances have ariſen that ren- 
4 it abſolutely neceſſary I ſhould quit this 
houſe, -and . be ſeparated from my huſband ; 
I wiſh. to go away equally unknown to him 

or his brother: I am not deſtitute of money, 
and for this purpoſe ſhall uſe it without ſcru- 
ple. 1 intend to retire into a convent, will 
you aſſiſt me privately ? FR aſſured her 1 
would, and immediately took an oath never 
to reveal the place of her abode without 125 . 
conſent.” . 
_ « How! (cried Ferdinand) f is 0 your | 
affection 155 me? A do 255 think I will 
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* 
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owl her to quit this houſe, leave me and 


her children, my generous brother, bury 


herſelf in a convent, be to be the ſacrifice 


„ for my errors? Do you think 1 will ever 
ſuffer this?“ 


I db, Sir (anſwered . 95000 1 think 
you reſpect the will of Heaven, that you 
will conſider, you mu/t ſeparate to be happy.— 
I ſhall this day ſet about an inquiry for a 
proper reſidence for her, and when I have 
found it, neither force nor perſuaſions ſhall 


| oblige me to reveal the ſecret without her 
__ permiſſion. What I ſay to you is in confi- 


dence which ſhe allows of; but it is her 
earneſt requeſt you do not mention it to Jour 
brother,” 1 
Erneſt withdrew, ume Ferdinand over- 
whelmed with grief, aſtoniſhment, and irre- 
ſolution. He reſolved, however, to watch 
her apartment and Erneſt alſo, that they 
might not elude his obſervation, and that he 


might at leaſt have the ſatisfaction of e 
her place of reſidence. „ 
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The next day the old man was abſent, 
and Ferdinand rightly conjectured he was 
about making preparatiqns for her departure. 
He kept his eye on her apartment, his heart 

was in great agitations, he found the awful 
voice had effectually terrified Claudina, and ; 
that her reſolution was taken; he could nat 
but applaud her fortitude, 15 he was 
oyerwhelmed with anguiſn. Sometimes it 
occurred to him as very extraordinary, that 
having reſided ſeveral months tagerher aſter 
his father's death in that houſe, in that ſame 
apartment, without the leaſt. diſturbance ; 
why now, after ſo much time had clapſed, a 
' ſupernatural being ſhould command him to 
' © fly from her arms, as he would avoid for and 
death the more he reflected, the he 
was puzzled, the whole was ſo very a 
ful, ſo much exceeding credibility, that he 
was ſometimes tempted to think it was al} 
illuſion; 3 but then the proofs returned, Clau- 
dina heard the laſt fatal command as well as 
himſelf, there could be no doubt of it: If 
then he admitted the one, he could not be 
. vor. F * 
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miſtaken in the other: Had his biother then 
a corrupt heart? His brother, who had 
ever been his friend, the protector of his 
wife and children, whoſe conduct had ever 
appeared fa fair, ſo open? Then he recol- 
| leRted his information from Erneſt, and other 
circumſtances, as a counterbalance to thoſe 
acts of generoſity. Puzzled, loſt in con- 
jecture, and miſerably unhappy, Ferdinand 
paſſed that day and night, having inquired, 
previous to his retiring, how his wife did, 
and heard that ſhe was much better, but 


deſired to be undiſturbed; they will then 


| proceed on their plan, thought he, in a day 
or two, and it behoves me to He attentive to 
their motions. 
The morning came, weak and ities, 
he threw. on his clothes, and proceeded to 
the gallery, which communicated with Clau- 
'dina's apartment, there he met Erneft: — 
=o 01 Return, Sir (ſaid he) if you pleaſe, to 
your apartment, I wiſh to ſpeak to you,” — 
Ferdinand complied; they entered, and ſhut 
the door. We uy dear Fa collect 
WOES, e your 


54 ot 1 . * ; 


your eng be governed by reaſon 5 
Claudini is Sole.“ wh 1 


c Gone?” exclaimed the other, N . 
where—when ? ?- | 


« She went from hence laſt night, and is Sao Oy 
| already! in a place of ſafety. „„ 
e Then the cannot. be far off, 15 | ere 

; Ferdinand, | 
4. Pat me, Sir, I" I aid 1 was in 


a place of ſafety; it, did not imply that ſhe 
was at the end of her j journey ; but, however, 


here, Sir, is a letter, which ſhe ordered me 
to deliver to you.” —He haſtily tore it open, 4 


and read the following lines: © p93 


9 5 s 


" Adieu, my amiable and too tender huſ- 


bond —Huſband! O Heavens! my tears 'E 
blot out the name ; adieu then beſt, and. moſt OE. 
injured. of” men—warned by a miraculous | 
event, 1 y from You, from guilt | and: Tail? ery, 


Forget me and be happy: am dead to y you 


and the world; 3 on the verge 'of the rave, "i 
the proſpet 455 3 
of my days to penitence | and Prayer My 
| infant'T' "take. vith me; the may one 558 | 


| was 'dreadful : I devote 


e re 
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emerge into the world if the lives; z ; ſhould 
ſhe die, her happineſs | is ſecured. 1 2 
e Lou ſhall from time to time 5 40 me, 


but you will never fee me more. I have 
darkened all your proſpects of felicity 3 1 
have returned the tendereſt attachment with 


 ingratitude. I am now no more. You have 
my full. and. entire conſent to marry: again 
under more fortunate auſpices, for I again 


repeat that I am dead to you, ſolemnly de- 


voted to a ſolitary life. May you live and 
be happy. Let not my dear boy deteſt the 
memory of his mother, he is young, and 
may believe I am dead; I wiſh not to be 


remembered. Return to the army, let glory 


be your miſtreſs ; ſhe will amuſe your mind, 


and lead you in the road to happineſs, by 
teaching you to forget Claudina. Heavens 


bleſs you, and my dear, dear bay, for ever. 
I have written to the Count; the letter is of 
3 lictle conſequence. _ May my name never 


more paſs your lips. Haſten from hence; 


iS confide in the faithful Erneſt ; forgiye, and 


ours: che unworthy Claudina.” e 
| . Fakes 
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el peruſed this letter wich all che 
na of the wildeſt aſtoniſhment. ec What 

fatal myſtery lurks beneath the exx preſſions, i 
in t this paper !” cried he, © Of what crimes. 

has ſhe been guilty, but her attachment to 
me, and wherefore does ſhe accuſe herſelf 
ol ingratitude ? Marry again! Oh! Clau- 5 
dina, you little know my heart. There is, 155 
tere muſt be ſome ſecret with which I am. 
unacquainted, every line in her letter diſco- 
vers it, why elſe call me injured? Oh! 

Erneſt, declare this ſecret, whatever it is, 

the knowledge cannot make me ſo miſerable 
as this dreadful ere this painful i ima- 
gination.“ 

From me, Sir,” anſwered Erneſt, « ce- -you-. 
can learn nothing, for I have nothing. to 
reveal; reconcile your mind to this event, 
which muſt be for the advantage of both, — 
Nothing on earth ſhall make me betray my 5 
truſt, nor, whilſt 1 live, diſcover. the place - 

of her abode. Should L die, when you are 
from 1 me, 1 will take care you ſhall then, > 
through a particular chanel, Gill hear from, 

1 * ee 


. 


or of "Mt if you aire i it; but 1 * time 
will have its uſual effeas to reſtore your 
rranquillity, and forget the object that 25 


cauſes your diſtreſs.” 


e Tmpofſible !” EO F ina” — 


ce impoſſible that I ſhould ever forget my 


> wife, the mother of my children, the choice 
7 of my heart! O, why, wherefore am I marked . 


out to be the verieſt wretch that crawls the 


earth, cut off from every endearing tie, and | | 
from ſome fatal unknown cauſe interdicted 
from enjoying the onl 4 bleſſing . misfor- 4 


tunes had left me 49 


"ee. My dear maſter,” EF NIE the FS 


man, tears in his eyes, © recollect you . have 
ſtill one tie, one bleſſing, your, ſon ;- to the 


diſpenſations of Providence it is our duty to 
| ſubmit, it avails nothing to inquire into the 
cauſes of things beyond e our comprehenſion. 5 


ce" Had the died, 1 truſt, I. ſhould have 
borne my ſorrows like a man ; but this ftrange, 


incomprehenſible myſtery = — My child too! 


a bleſſing! O, Erneſt, may he not live to 
wing a — s heart wich grief, to retaliate 
| upon 
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upon me [1 He may, and 1 deſerve i it ſhould 
be fo, but, he may make me. wretched, he 
may ſhorten my days by diſobedience and afflic-" 
tion; but never, never ſhall he experience a 
father” s curſe, nor ſtruggle under a maledic- | 
tion regiſtered in Heaven, and never to be 
expunged ! Do not indulge that idea, Sir, 
1 Heaven hears not, confirms not, man's raſh 
- imprecations, uttered in a moment of frenzy; C: 
their confirmation muſt depend upon circum- | 
ſtances; Heaven heeds not the curſes 'of 
diſappointed ambition.” „ 5 
1 have no longer any Pele here, 
2 cried Ferdinand, ſtarting from a reverie, and . 


| hardly attending to the words of Erneſt ; 3 — 9 | 
 * nor will T return to the army, I care not 


what becomes of me, but I will ſee my bro- 
ther.“ —He flew out of the room to Rho- 


dophil's apartment, which entering without : 1 1 


ceremony, he found him gazing on a letter | 
that he held in his hand, fixed like a ſtatue. 
The entrance of F erdinand ſtartled him ; he 5k 
roſe,” cruſhed the paper into his pocket, - 
F * Well, Sir! J was all he could 144 —* 0, 
H e 0 20 
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my brother ! ! ©, Rhodophil! Claudina s s gone, 

| fled, I know. not Whither.” pe, 7 
| 1 This addreſs. occaſioned an eration in the 
looks of the other, from a haughty fierceneſs, 
they ſoftened into an appearance of compaſ- 
. fion and curioſity. * Is it poſſible (aſked 
he) that ſhe has not acquainted you with her 
motives for withdrawing, nor where 1 ſhe in- 
tends to reſide ?” - a 
Neither (replied he 9 ſhe bids me 1 
for ever, will never ſee me more, and deſires 
me to forget her as unworthy of my affection; 
for Heaven's fake tell me if you can divine 
the cauſe of this cruel, unaccountable con- 


x Indeed I cannot (anbrered Rhodophil. ) 
Some weeks ago ſhe was low ſpirited and 
melancholy, then ſhe had fits one night, bot 
in two of three days got better, and ſeemed 
more. tranquil ; it is certain her diſpoſition 

has been very unequal, the cauſe of which I 
could never rightly comprehend.” 

e Good God ! (exclaimed the other). it is 
ep * her letter ſeems t to imply = 1 
e 


— 


4 


_- 
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ſhe had behaved imprudently, 755 furely it is X00 
| impoſſible: 0: : aan n 15 
Something certainly lay vey upon Jar £0 
a mind (ſaid the Count ;) women are incxpli- ; 
cable beings; ſee may have deceived you; I 
do not ſay ſhe has, becauſe I know nothing; 
| but. ſome. cauſe there muſt be, and. all that 1 
can adviſe you is, to forget her. - 1 
How eaſy to adviſe where the heart i is 
not intereſted ! To forget is a hard leſſon, 
memory given to us for a bleſling. but tag 
often proves the ſource of the bittereſt ſor. 
row; and my hopes of happineſs are clouded - 
for ever. 9 _ e 1 . ** o M 
make. 1 11 1 
„ What is it?” alked Rhodopkil, wi 
ſome emotion. As the unfortunate —_ 
dina has entirely ſecluded herſelf, tell me, 
has ſhe: the. means for her ſupport,?” The 
other heſitated a. moment, then taking the 
paper from his pocket, which he had been 
gazing on, he gave it into his hands, tbas will 


ſatisfy vou, La he. aa: were e con- 
n 9 f 
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To count. RHODOPHIL.. 1 Th 


4 


. When tun kenches you, 1 ſhall have bid 
the world adieu for ever ; my much injured 
huſband never will incur the wrath of Hea- 
ven for his attachment to a worthlefs woman 
after this day—T ſhall ſee him no more. 

e The ſettlement you made on me is in 
the hands of Erneft ; half of that ſum I 
fall ſend for quarterly, but no clue will be 
found by that means to trace me; 1 have 
taken my meaſures too ſecurely for any poſ- 
ſibility of a diſcovery : The other half of 
tat ſettlement I have made over in truſt to 
[| 7 Erneſt for the education of my ſon. . 
RE never. hear that he has 2 mother exiſting ! 
"Two perſons only know the place of my re- 
treat, they know all! They are ſworn to 
| ſecrecy, and. never will be bribed to betray 
their at ;"if e wk yy w__ 709 
much. | 
ee May Acer ade; bie nc pre- 4 
ſerve Ferdinand and my child! 1. would ex- 
12 "wy "_ * 120 may _ curſes; 
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PIR a wretch. like me all good . may | 
be reyerſed; yet Heaven will diſtinguiſh be-. 
tween the innocent and the guilty ; the awful 
"1 voice” convinced. me of that truth, and bids 
me me fly. from the world for ever! May the ; 
: warning he extended to others 5 guilty as 280 | 
0G: 5 
F „ th | CLAUDINA,” : 
3 1 e Ferdinand; 1 
thoſe two perſons that © mow all” What is 
that. dreadful all? O, how torturing. 18 this — 
doubt! Erneſt is one (he has confeſſed it) 
that enjoys her confidence; but he has de- 
clared no force on earth ſhall. induce kim to 
betray her. Who the other is I know not; 
but no doubt ſhe was well adviſed in her 
choice of confidants. Her own words pro- 
nounce her guilty, but of What? What 
guilt can ſhe have committed ? Where had - 
ſhe the opportunity ? „ 2 (0 
It is in vain to puzzle aid ith 5 | i 
conjectures, anſwered Rhodophil ; „time | | 
| þ 
| 


only can develop the myſtery, and we muſt + 
. endeavour bg... be content until at: om PLS 


1s - meysruRIons wann . 


arrives; ſome unexpected ineident may bring 
all things to light. You ſee ſhe will not be 
| Without a ſupport, which I ſhall regularly 
pay. As for your ſon Charles, I take upon 
me the care of bis fortune, and will ſend him 
to a ſchool at my own expence ; the moiety 
of his mother's ſettlement ſhall be paid to 
Erneſt, and be left 1 to accumulate for his ex- 
penees hereafter. 
: This has been a n 1 0 
vou, my dear Ferdinand; but I entreat you 
to endeavour, if poſſible, to overcome this 
ſhock, to think of Claudina as dead, and as 
one whom you ought not, from her own 

| . onfeſſion, to lakiiae*”, . 

With a deep ſigh Ferdinand replied, F 
92 wil endeavour; but the more I think, the 
more the myſtery. increaſes,. and the more 
_ aAvretched L am. I thank you for. my. poor: 

Charles; the little Claudina, I-truft, her mo- 
cher will not neglect. Within tree: days 

I hall leave you”? 
. How! (cried the Count) in thirse ws? 
e my brother win not deſert me: Let 2 
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ws rn each other, reſign your commiſ- 
ſion, partake an equal ſhare with'me, an 
let me have the ſatis faction of contributing: 
to your returning peace. We will take a 
tour into Hungary; I have an eſtate chere * 
have never ſeen. You will be amuſed...” Fray 
oblige me.. . 
1 thank you mend nay (anſwere® 
Ferdinand ;) but my reſolution is taken, and 
intend to ramble, I neither Know __ care gs S 
where, chance ſhall be my gane 
c That i is a ridiculous, romantic idea a (ic 
the Count ;) you may encounter a thoufand+ 
accidents by ſuch a ſcheme, with ſcarce a 
poſſibility of being amuſed without a com- 
panion, or any plan in view.” Ferdinand 
made but a ſlight anſwer, yet ſufficient to- 
| convey. his determination, and the entrance 
of company drove him from the room. 
Erneſt only was admitted into his confi« + 
4 and with him he conſulted about the 
diſpoſal of his ſon Charles. As there was an 
excellent academy at Baden, they thought 
ien he. ſhould be chere, becauſe Erneſt. 
would 
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would have him under his eye,— « My year 
are great (ſaid the good old man, between 
ſixty and ſeventy, and my days may be few, 
but whilſt I live, never will I remit my at- 
| tention to him. I have a nephew, a young 
man of integrity, who is the third maſter in 
that very academy: I can depend upon his 
care there, and here I will watch over his 
Intereſts. I am certain the Count will not 
diſcharge me now. — 
« Why now, more than nfs py aſked 
Ferdinand. , 
& Becavſe, bean (faid | he, a little con- 
fuſed, conſcious that he had ſaid too much) 
he does juſtice to my fidelity, and is certain 
of my attachment to his. family.” Satisfied 
with this anſwer, the other conſulted with 
him on his projected ramble, and as Erneſt 
found him determined, he made no efforts to 
oppoſe him in a purſuit that he thought would 
amuſe him for a time, and, like all other 
j novelties, ſoon ſubſide ; and what made him 
the more readily come into it was, that an 
account arrived of a truce being agreed upon 
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; between me Emper or and his opponent, and 


that the troops were ordered into winter quar- 


ters, conſequently there was no neceſſity - for 


——_— 


reſigning his commiſſion, as he might have 
| leave of abſence for a few months. 


| Rhodophil appeared to regret his deſign, yet ; 


nevertheleſs furniſhed him with a handſome 


ſum for his expences, and requeſted he would 


draw freely upon him whenever it was ne- 
ceſſary. Charles was informed his mother 
Was gone a journey (and aſter a time Erneſt 


was to acquaint him that ſhe was dead.) — 
The ſame information was circulated in the 
family, though not as readily believed, for 
every one concluded ſhe was run away. from = 
her huſband unknown to them all: But 
Charles, who was only three years old, gave 
eaſy credit to any thing he was told; and in 
his new ſituation, where Mr. Denloff, the 


* father, and he had a variety of young com- 
Panions (a thing quite new to him) he ſon 


and was delighted with the change of reſidence. 
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fixed, heard from Erneſt that his mother and 
the little Claudina were well, and having taken 


he contrived to put in his pockets, a Rout 


ſet off on his intended pedeſtrian tour. — 
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NERD! NAND was CN 3 gene I 
from the Caſtle, and within ten days 
ado Claudina had diſappeared he ſaw his ſon 


leave of his brother, whe requeſted. to hear 
often from him, one fine morning, equipped 
only with a change or two of linen, which 


ſtick, and a ſmall pair- of pocket pi 


Erneſt accompanied him to the entrance of 
che foreſt, and when Ferdinand embraced 


* 
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a the god old man, tears rolled down bia 
aged cheeks: May Heaven preſerve you, 

my deareſt maſter, when there is only a 
choice of evils, we muſt endeavour to bear with 
that which appears the lighteſt; 1 therefore 
truſt you to Providence rather than to the. 
wicked and malignant. Take care of youre. 
ſelf, and depend upon my love and fidelity.” ; 
| His increaſing emotions. precluded. farther 
words on either fide. Ferdinand wrung his 
hand affectionately, and unable to repreſs his 
own tears, they, as if by mutual conſent, 
turned and walked haſtily from each other. 
the one to the Caſtle, the other purlved his 
way through the foreſt. | 
le walked hal; on a for. FIRE 1 
without feeling fatigue, for his mind was 
wholly occupied with revolving. on all the. 
extraordinary occurrences that had happened 
ſince the death of be late Count, and al · 
though he had never given eredit to the i un. 
probable ſtories of ghoſts, or believed in the 
old legends handed down to poſterity by 


A 
f W 


faves of fear and monkiſh ſuperſtition 3 yet 
ö : 8 e there 
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there was ſuch a conviction i in his mind, that 
he could not be deceived in the voice which 
three times had ſtartled him; and the laſt 
time was not only heard by Claudina, but 
appeared from her own letters to have 
I ſtruck her with a ſenſe. of conſcious gilt, 
* (though of what nature he could not divine) 
that it was impoſſible there could be any 
miſapprehenſion, where there was no fear, 
or expectation of terror. All was ſtrange 
and inexplicable, and he found himſelf in- 
volved in a labyrinth of perplexity, without 
any clue to guide him through it. | 
. at length came to a\fide of the foreſt 
= which had a very ſteep hill, or rather moun- 
* . tain, riſing from a narrow valley, which was 
watered” by a ſmall ſtream that ſeemed to 
meander flowly round the ſides of the hill 
beyond the view; here Ferdinand ſtopped, 
and for the fiſt moment recolle&ted that he 
Was tired and faint for want of refreſhment, 
which; though a very natural occurrence, he 
had never apprehended; - and Erneſt con- 
cluded, Minder . chat he. would 
5 take 
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take the right-hand. fide of the foreſt; where 
two or three little hamlets lay diſperſed, ud 
would afford him, ſome. accommodation. 
He viewed the mountain with a wearied © 
; beyond the little valley the foreſt was very 
thick, nor did he know its termination; the 
| other fide he was acquainted with, but. here. 
be was entirely at a loſs: Whilt he delibe - 
rated, he, ſeated, hin: ſelf on a piece of the. 
rock, where he had reſted. but a few moments: 
before he heard the tinkling of a bell, and. my 
preſently ſeveral ſheep came to the oppoſite 
ide of the rivulet ; they ſtopped, looking at. 
him, as if afraid of a ſtranger ; - Poor, 
ſimple animals ! (exclaimed he) fear not a 
wretched, powerleſs man! Alas! thy very g 
looks claim pity, fo, void of guile,, hard and | 
| callous mut t that heart be grown, whole | pro- 
ſeſſion leads him to put the N knife, 
to a throat ſo unoffending!”.. + 
le had | ſcarcely finiſhed tho words, when 
he ſaw. a young ſhepherdeſs deſcending from 
the mountain to attend the watering of her 
flocks, He La her as the came nearer rs. i 
13 11 | pm 


* 
by 
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plain and humble was her attire, ſimple and 
unfaſhioned her air; a good height, and a 
clear brown ſkin, witk a ruddy complexion, : 
were all her attractions. Behold the child 
| of nature! (thought he; ;) innocence of heart, 
| ſimplicity of manners! She came down 
to her ſheep, the ſmall rivulet only parted 
them. He ſaluted her. She returned a 
ruſtic bow, looking earneſtly on him: « 1 
have loſt my way, ſhepherdeſs, and am faint 
and RY 
G0 round the hill (aid te, pointing 
with her finger) there is a little bridge, croſs 
it, follow the path way, it wil bring you up 
to our cottage, my father is Xs and 5 
| may reft yourſelf,” _ 

«And you (Kid he)? where = you ; dwell!” 

There alſo (anſwered the.) When I 
have watered and houſed . my. ſheep, 1. ſhall | 
come there too,” 

Ferdinand did not hefitate ; ; he "ithed | 
Ot to the bridge, and with difficulty began 

o climb the winding aſcent. Aſter much 

_ he reached a kind of TROeey in the 
mice 


5 | 
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cottage, a deep hanging brow of the moun- 
tain ſeemed ſuſpended over it, and appeared 


as if every moment it would fall, and cruſh 


the humble dwelling into duſt. He ſhud- 


dered as he beheld it; but advancing to the 


cottage, ſaw a venerable looking man fitting 
to enjoy the breezes that played over the hills. 

The old man viewed him with evident 
ſurpriſe ; Ferdinand related the direction he 


had obtained from the thepherdeſs, and ap- 


peared ſo very much ſpent with toil, that the 


| ſhepherd deſired he would walk in, gar 
him his own ſtool as being the beſt, brought 


him ſome milk, and a cake, he ſaid, of his 


Maria's baking. Never was repaſt more 


delicious than this milk, when almoſt choaked 
with thirft; Ferdinand drank the wholeſome 
beverage, looked at the fimple- ſhepherd, 
and his humble dwelling clean and comforta- 


ble, though unadorhed, with delight. My 


good father (faid he) I thank your hoſpi- 


2 windy e ſpirits.” 
Q 1 een 5 
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o 


25 You, are truly welcome (replied the 
| ſhepherd ) but may 1 inquire, ſon, where 
you are going to on foot, and alone, for it is 
too late to reach Baden now nn the 1 


CES 


ol night ?” 


e came frow Had (laid Ferdinand) and 


am going I Know not n. Ses to 


* | 
travel. 8277 ö „ (Y2 08 
yd > : 5 ; x | PEE 
ce To travel?” e etc. p16 hl Þ 
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8 And why: not, father? I go to dee the 
country, to amuſe myſelf, a horſe would be 
ſometimes inconvenient, for inſtance, a _ 
could not have brought me here“ 
e (replied the old man ;) but was hare 
a. neceſſity that you ſhould come bere ?! _ 
e Not a neceſſity to come here 8 
larly; but I am on a tour of curioſity, and 
therefore the lowly. valley, or the towering 
mountain, will equally e * 1 can 
never be out of my way.“ „ 
- « Strauge (ſaid the f ben ee 


arcernively) —_ that a Org 3 who 


© ſeems 
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: ſci formed for the world, fhould take a 
fancy to roam the foreſts on foot, vithout : 4 
: CON or neceffaries to "refreſh him !” 
The firſt 1 want not (ſaid F ee 
aa for the laſt I truſt to benevolence and 
hoſpitality, ſuch as I now experience.” gs 
But ſuppoſe you had not met my daugh- 
ter, your truſt would have been a very feeble 
one, for I know not another hut for a great 
way off, and you would have been benighted 
in the foreſt, "hank of "Fur danger i in. TO. 
caſe.” 10 

2 Could we avi wilde (ſerved Fer. 
dinand) we might poſſibly avoid many diſa- 
greeable accidents, many melancholy circum- 


ſtances ; but no ſuch preſcience is allowed to 


man, and if it .was, and the evils of life un- 


avoidable; we thous be ill more wr 


than we are.” 


« True (anforered the old 1 ba bad 
J gueſſed you was coming here, I might | 


have been better prepared, for we eat up 


our ee at dinner ; bread and ilk” is al. 5 


youu * 
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I deſire no better, and if you will per- 
mit me to lay on that bench till the morning 
dawns, I ſhall be Rill more obliged to you. 
fe. Thank Heaven (ſaid the ſhepherd) 1 
can treat you. better; to lay on the floor, 
wirapped up in warm ſkins, is nothing new, 
nor uncomfortable to me, and my poor bed 
is at your ſervice; it is clean. though home- 
ly.” Ferdinand was going to refuſe, when 
the .ſhepherdeſs entered. After ſome 
converſation | on their 5 way. of life, 


Wjhich he found they had always been accuſ- 


tomed to, they overpowered alli his  efulals, 
and obliged him to take the old man's bed, 
Which was in one corner of the room; the 
other room was the young woman's, and thoſe 
two rooms were all they had. . 
He aſked * if they were not pc 
of the rock breaking over their cottage?” 
They faid, « Sometimes, when ſudden thun- 
| der-ſtorms broke over them they were 
alarmed; but they truſted in Heaven for 


15 protection. T have only one fear, 0 one- care, 
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| ſince 1 delt my wife; ſhould I be taken ſud- 
denly too, what muſt become of my "Pon 
child py | 


cc Whenever | that ale arrives, kr. 


okich J hope is yet far off, I will ſell my 
ſheep, and go to ſervice ; all my fear is, leſt 


' I ſhould be ſick, and.not able to help. you; 


but then I hope good Mr. Erneſt, c our Lord's 80 


ſteward, will conſider you. 


K . 


c What! (cried F erdinand) Fe you TOE 98 
Erneſt? Are AR ada 28 Gowns Rho- 


dope . 


« To be ſure; Six: . 3 vir nk we 


know Mr. Erneſt, for he buys our ſheep. — 
As to tenants, Sir, we pay no rent, en 


the mountain is free to live in; but we are 
vaſſals to the Sante his eſtate Wes round * 


be .« © Do you u ever g got 0 o the Caſtle 2” aſked 


he again, YO NP 
« I never did 1 once e hs FT 


hendefs) and the walk. is too long for my 


father; but Mr. Erneſt ſends: to us ſome 
times, and we meet him in n the valley, and 
l | agree 
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taking leave of his hoſpitable entertainers, he 
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agree about our ſheep. He is a g good 
and never drives a hard en wit. the 


52 


93 Well (ſaid Ferdinan d ir | 


and ill take care that bob ik and your 
father ſhall be more ſafely provided for in 
future. Each looked at the other with 
wonder, but ſpoke not. They ſoon. after 
. retired to reſt, contented and happy; not ſo 
their gueſt, he flung himſelf on the bed; a 
prey to the moſt melancholy reflections; and 
it was near morning when nature exhauſted, 
gave him a temporary repoſe for about three 
hours, which ſeemed to - refreſh him, and 
after breakfaſting on n, he 8 to 
renew his ramble. - + 

He was but very little e with . 
fide of. the country, which being rocky and 
mountainous, was unfavourable to excurſions 
on horſeback, and therefore had not fallen 
under his obſervation; but juſt as he Was 


remembered to have heard there was a 


_— ſituated | fomewherc - beyond this 
% ASL mountain; 


sdb die ds üniy (thought he) is the 


: retreat of Claudina: 1 will go to it, perhaps 
ſhe will not fee me, but it will be a ſatisfac- . 


He inquired of 
the ſhepherdeſs if his conjecture was right. 


tion to know where ſhe is. 


reſpecting the convent? She told him it was, 


that about ſeven miles off there was a con- 


vent ſo remote and dreary, that it ſeemed 


ſhut out from the world, and was almoſt as | 


much unknown as if in a deſert,” 
„J have never been near it (faid he) 
Gan indeed; what I have heard about it is 
enough for me, and 1 have ſomething elſe 
to do than to ramble into fuch places, where 
one may get nothing but a great fright for 
one's pains. Ah! (coneluded Ferdinand) 


this is the very place which ſeems to be de- 


ſigned for an entire ſecluſion from the world, 
there I will dire& my ſteps.” 
adieu to the good girl and her faber, and 
taking a direction towards the convent, he 
began to deſeend the hill. The morning 


was fine, the dew drops fein. hung upon the | 


under-wood, ſparkling as. the rifing ſun ghit-. 
e 3 . "tered... 


>. 
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tered among the trees, the birds were ſinging 
on the lofty branches, and the whole ſcene 
was calculated to inſpire pleaſure and ſerenity 
even Ferdinand felt the enthuſiaſm of the 
moment; he looked round with delight : — 
ct Ah! (ſaid he) the face of nature ſhines on 
all its children; happy is the mind that can 
enjoy the pure pleaſures that it fo freely 
offers, free from corroding care, or guilty 
ſelf-upbraidings ! How much happier. is the 
lowly peaſant than his proud guilty Lord, 
who riots in unlawful pleaſures, forgetful of 
the ſting that follows in the voice of con- 
ſcience; whilſt the humble ſhepherd riſes 
blith and innocent, purſues his daily occupa- 
tion, bleſſed with content, he gathers in his 
flock at night, thankfully partakes the health- 
ful-food his family provides, and ſinks to reſt 

undiſturbed and happy!“ | 
Full of theſe thoughts he purſued. hl way 
until he reached the foot of the mountain, 
and deſcended into a narrow, wild and ob- 
ſcure glen, where nothing relieved the eye 
but high and 15 hills covered with trees, 
. "uct 
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| n ihrew a dark ſhade beneath, and en- 
tirely obſcured the fun from penetrating . 
through; he heard the ſound of diſtant waters, 
but knew not from whence they came. He 
walked on a conſiderable way, until by a 
ſudden turning he found himſelf at the foot 
of another mountain, from whence iſſued 
the moſt beautiful water- fall he had ever ſeen, 
deſcending into two or three natural baſons, 
which fell from one to the other until they 
came to the bottom, and formed the lake, 
which winding itſelf around the mountain on 
5 the oppoſite fide, divided into ſmaller ſtreams 
9 which the rivulet he had firſt ſeen was 
one. Here he ſat down to reſt, and to ad- 
. the courſe of the water. He had an- 
other hill to mount, and he obſerved there 
was ſomething like a path-way in a gradual 
aſcent round "the fide of 1 it; he could ſee it 
0 was not much trodden upon by the weeds, 
5 but they were not ſo high as to impede his 
- I ſteps, and therefore, after reſting about half 
an hour, he followed the direction, 'mage his 
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their way from the caſcade on the other ſide, 
here croſſed each other in the valley, and 


Small wales, which had a beautiful effect 
upon the eye, and agreeably amuſed Ferdi- 


be the retreat of a troop of banditti, which 


way through the weeds and under- wood, nd, 
with infinite labour, arrived at the ſummit. 


_, Here he topped to look round him, an- 


other valley was beneath, which ſeemed to. 


terminate in a thick wood on the right, and 
more hills to the left. Heartily tired of 


aſcending and deſcending, he reſolved to go 
into the woods from the vale beneath, rather 
than climb. another mountain: Deſcending, 


Fenn, 5 the eee attention was 
e ones the tins ſide of the hills 


and ſeveral ſmall ſtreams, which had forced 


divided it into many parts like a-cluſter of 


nand till he came to the entrance of the 
wood, which he found uncommonly thick, 
and ſeemingly difficult to penetrate. He 


* for ſome time nn itted many out- 


rages 
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what have T to fear? (exclaimed he) my 
life is not worth the taking; from a fingle 
man they c 
of cowards. only would attack A defenceleſs 
| being that cannot injure them.“ TTL 


Fortiſied by theſe conſiderations, he: pro 
en through the wood, in Which there 


was no path- way, and in many places ſo dif- 
ficult to pervade, that he more than once 


repented of his attempt, which he was fear- 
ful would at laſt prove fruitleſs; perſevering, 


however, with infinite difficulty, he walked 
on. The trees were very lofty, and it ap- 


| peared as if he deſcended gradually all che 
way. For three hours he kept on, till quite 


_ exhauſted, he was obliged to reſt himſelf at 
the foot of a tree, and eat a Noun cake the 
ſhepherdeſs had given him. 


the convent, as it oertaialy lies in this diree- 


tion, though! moſt probably there may bea 


leſs troubleſome road to it. They informed 
me at the cottage it was about ſeven miles 


. e from 


i ws 
rages in the neighbourhood of Badem: « But - 


n expect no booty, and the baſeſt 
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doubt (thought he) but that 1 be near 
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from the hill, ſurely I muſt have walked over 
more ground than that :” But he conſidered 
not how much time he had loſt in forcing 
his way through the wood, which impeded 
his ſteps, and made him advance but very 
 fowly- 
Having a little refreſhed himſelf ke went 
on, and at length the wood opened into a 
deep and narrow valley, with lofty thick pines 
on each ſide, which threw a gloom over it 
ſufficient to create horror in the mind of the 
boldeſt traveller. e 
Ferdinand felt its influence, . he Was 
not eaſily intimidated, nor, indeed, could he 
now well retreat. Walking forward, he ſaw 
at the bottom another thick cluſter of trees, 
which, when he came up to them, ſeemed 
to terminate the valley, and to be impervious 
to any human being. Theſe were cheſnut- 
trees, ſo interwoven with each other, that he 
looked round in vain for an opening, for the 
under wood formed a thick fence that was 
impaſſable. Extremely diſconcerted, and 
15 leſt he * have the ſame 
. A 


— 
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road through the valley to retrace, he turned 
a little to the left, forcing his way down by 
0 the fide of the trees, and after perſevering 
near a quarter of a mile with infinite diffi- - 
culty, to his great joy he diſcovered a ſmall 
ſtream of water, over which was an old 
wooden bridge that led the way to a narrow 
path made through the wood. This track 
he followed, and, after walking near an hour, ll 
came to another dark avenue, at the end of 
which ſtood an old building ORG 
with very high walls. , 
„ (thought he) I ts reached 
the convent ;” and exhauſted as he was with 
toil and want of refreſhment, the appearance 
of thoſe mouldering walls, gave him more 
pleaſure than he might at another time have 
received from a view of the: moſt ſuperb 
palace. A pair of iron gates, which ſeemed 
ruſted on their hinges, with a bell on one 
| fide, flattered him with: the hopes of obtain- 
ing an entrance: He rang the bell with ſome 
force, and heard its ſound, though. at ſome 
; diſtance, Aſter waiting a conſiderable time, 
N 5 1 | he 
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| FATE TIF as IP very 
mall wicket was opened {for the inſide of 
the gates were lined with wood) and the 
meagre face of an old man appeared, WhO 
demanded, in alkali Hebie voice, * Who: 
was there?” | 
<A in and unſortunate 050 


: 1 5 Ferdinand) who entreats reſt and 


1 I fear (raplied the man) neither can be 
obtained here. 
Is not | this a convent * allied Verdi- 
: mand. „ | | 

d Ns 6 the other) there is a con- 
want abou five miles to the righe of the 


valley ybu-have paſſed.” 


127 What then is this place?“ | 
-« Once a caſfle, now a heap of .vuins !” 
dc Vet it is inhabited it ſeems, and I am 
veally ſo overcome with fatigue, that if you 
can Procure me entrance, I ſhall be moſt 
truly tharilful to reſt an hour. 


& will n cid chm, an with- 
drew. 


| Ferdinand 


— 
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vim was extremely mortified/to find 

an taken a wrong direction, from the 
convent as it appeared, by keeping to the 
left-;. yet he was ſo very languid and tired, 
| that he found it hardly poſſible to meaſure 
his ſteps back. without ſome reſt or ſuſte-. 
nance ; for, however grief may fill up the 
mind, or weaken the appetite, nature will 
aſſert her rights, and remind the woe-begone 
traveller chat ſomething is neceflary for her 
ſupport.” He waited ſome minutes, not with 
the patience of a Socrates, when at length 
the ſame face appeared through the hole: 
* J will let you in for a ſhort time to the 
huntſman's room, but no farther.” He pro- 
eceded to unbar the gate, which from its 
ſcreeking noiſe, and the difficulty attending 
its opening, gave evident proofs that the 
practice of hoſpirality * in 
ee eee 14 
When the gate was clone: Ferdinand = 
abſoluvdly ſtarted at the figure of his con- 
dudtor 5 ie even heſitatod whether he thould 
| nne 
iN Ep 16 . was 
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was the man before him. A Joanie court, 


overgrown with weeds, led to another wall, 
with a pair of gates ſimilar to thoſe he had 
paſſed, and diſcovered no more of the build- 


ing than the lofty. battlements and high 


turrets he had diſcerned on his firſt approach. 


On one ſide of the court was an oldlow = 
building, to which the man conducted him. 
They entered a hall lined with the huntſman's 


trophies, covered with duſt; through that 
they went into a ſmaller room, where a table, 


ſome benches, and a fire place, had the ap- 
pearance of having been once inhabited. — 


e You may reſt bere (ſaid the man) and! 


will bring you ſome food; but if you ſtir 
one ſtep e var death will be the con- 
<4 


3 his mates USE e 1 eee 
he quietly acquieſced with the prohibition, 


yet his thoughts were employed in conſi- 


dering on means to obtain further knowledge 
of theſe ruins and its inhabitants. Some time 
re. before the man returned with bread, 

| "01 wine, 
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| wine, and grapes, which, whilſt F erdinancd 


gladly devoured, he was obſerved, with the 
moſt ſcrutinizing attention, by his entertainer; 
nor were the other's eyes unemployed. — 
When he put the flaſk of wine to his mouths, 


for no cup had been thought neceſſary, he 


drank to the other's health, which was re- 


1 

4 1 

PX 
- » þ 4 
* % 


turned with a bow of the head; but no per- 


ſuaſions could induce him to return the 
compliment. drink no wine, Nach ys 
in {a mournful voce. 9 
ec Indeed, my good K 1 think you 
= it,” ſaid Ferdinand, „weak and feeble. 
as you are, wine ſeems en "IF 
for vou.“ 11 „ 
| Sihebave PR to inks contrary” 
the other, with an een dejection. 
0 It appears to me, returned Ferdinand, 
e to have been a very cruel injunction, if 


+: 4. * 


led 


forced upon you, and a very unwiſe one, if 
voluntarily made, for the good things of this 
life were given to us by a bounteous Creator 
to be our ſupport and comfort; the abt of 
them is only improper, and when advanced 
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in age, as you appear to be, ab things: as” 
nouriſh the body ee e 958 


Fo ſome: e cling d man, 
6. it may be ſo; but not to a man 0whom - 
the. hours that he drags here are a wenry 
Pilgrimage, ſuch a one ſeeks not by ſtimu- 
| Hatives to prolong a een finoe- ro. 
hateful to ma: 
c Alas!“ cried: Ferdindhd;: n men 
can be more wretched · chan myſelf; recent 
afflictions have driven: me from my home, 
und from my friends; yet do 1 hold dt co 
ardly to deſert my poſt, I have no power 

over that life I could not give myſelf; and 
co neglect the means of its -preſervation, 3 is 

little leſs finful than to deſtroy it at onde. 

But, pardon me one ene, * you 8 

owner of this Caftle ? ? 

Fi en this odberz e 

Ao not abe curious in matters that cannu 

ern you, nor by an idle ener can 

receive 1 Hor i Eg ih 
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a W at leaſt,” ſaid F r 1 
give me one obſervation; your firſt appear 


| ance, and Manner of » bringing Mme. here, led - 


me to ſuppoſe you a domeſtie; your language 
convinces me I was miſtaken: Whoever, or 
whatever you are, if you are unfortunate, aS 
your words ſeem to imply I moſt.ſincerely- 

pity you; unhappy myſelf, J can feel ſar 
every child of ſorrow. The. tone, in which 
thoſe words were uttered, with the look that 
g accompanied them, had a powerful effect 
upon his auditor. 
claſped his hands, tears run im torrents down 
his furrowed cheeks, and, with a. heart- 


| breaking ſigh, he flung himſelf upon a bench 


tons. 

' Ferdinaad — hi — 11 Fan 
| been, e though involuntarily, the cauſe of ex- 
citing thoſe tears, and of recalling ideas-that 
perhaps were faded on the meme, Jetitreat 
you to forgive me; indebted to your hoſpi- 
tality and kindneſs, I am excredi ply + 
| oerned to have made a return lo. unworthy 


He turned from him, 


almoſt enen with the en, en | 
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to create pain in the boſom of my bene- 
far? © =" EN ; 

e You ſtand TRY in my opinion,” 
anſwered: he, endeavouring to recover from 
his firſt tranſports; *© ſympathy, perhaps, led 
you to obſervations you could not foreſce 
would plunge me into ſorrow. It is now 
twelve years ſince I have ſeen a human being 
to intereſt me; twice only during that period 
have thoſe gates, by which you entered, been 
opened to admit any one within them: So- 
ciety is hateful to me, and I thought this 
place ſufficiently hidden from the world to 
preclude all poſſibility of intruſion; the 
ſound of a bell is but feldom heard, and only 
at ſtated times: I was therefore alarmed at 
the circumſtance, and when I opened the 
wicket had-no thoughts of admitting you ; 

- bur the expreſſion of your eountenance ſtruck 
me, the mournful accents of your ſupplica- 
tion vibrated to my heart, and in one moment 

a en er ug the e caution ol welve 
2 ; | 


OY 
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J ſcel (replied Ferdinand) that my obli- ® 
ade to you are infinite, nor will I abuſe 
them by an expreſſion of curiofity which is 

| improper to be gratified ; not one ſtep be- 
yond the boundaries of your HATS 
will J attempt to ſtray. e 
May Heaven give you comfort, and 6h 
your mind to eaſe and tranquillity.” Tam f 
rambling to forget myſelf, and thoſe moſt = 
dear to me. 1 have incurred the heavieſt .- 
maledictions, and am a victim to the ſeverity | 
of them. A cruel myſtery” hangs over me, 
and has driven me 1 7250 pode 1 * 5 
happineſs.” e 1% 
Poor youth!“ entlained doe cl man, 6 
e how many are the unfortunate beings com- 
pelled to exiſt in this world of cares, either 
from their ow] miſconduct, or through the 
crimes of others? I can afford you no com- 
fort, for within theſe walls miſery, oppreſſion, 
1 and deſpair, have fixed their ſeat for ever!“ 
c Then,“ cried Ferdinand, “ ſhould' be 
an in mate; for equally wretched and hope- 
n is the being before you: 1 know not why 


it 


* 


3 


* 
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it is, but methinks Iam driven by: an wre- 
ſiſtible impulſe to open my heart to you, if 
Jou can allow. me to intrude. {0 n Aen. 
your patience... Y 
«< The communication of: tia it is 

id. relieves the mind; if ſuch. may be the 
affect, I will readily, liſten to you; but muſt 
| premiſe before-hand that of whatſoever na- 
ture your. ſorrows may be, it is nne 
*. J can either comfort, or ſerve you.” 
They will at leaſt prove to you, 
| ſuered Ferdinand, “ chat yorr:are not . 
unhappy, and though you canaot, indeed it 
is impoſſible you ſhould, ſerve me, you may 
at leaſt, give me the benefit of your advice.” 
The old man ſhook. his head, but with a 
the firſt time he had ſeen Claudina, as the 
epoch from which originated all his ſuhſe- 

quent. troubles, and ſtem which he. dated 
her misfortunes and his own. He related 
every event without palliation or exaggera- 
ne complained heavily: of 50 
whic 5 
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which: hung over the interview with his wiſe 


on his return from the army, and the ſelf- 


accuſation contained i in her letters, her flight, 
and a5 ignorance of her firuation.. 
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4 attention, and when the narrative was.. 
concluded made the following reply. Tour 
imprudent marriage with a ſtranger, unknown 
to your father, was the ſource from whence: 


flowed all your misfortunes, conſequently- 


from that wrong ſtep you may trace every 
ill in progreſſion. I. do. not however excul- 
pate him from blame in being ſo raſh and 
1 to draw. upon ven. the evils 


85 | 2 12. e . 
ſtranger heard. him with much 


a 


* - 


* 
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of life by a father's. curſes ; the idea is ' hor- 
rible, it is uſurping the power of the Moſt 
High, to whom only curſes belongeth; yet I 
have rarely obſerved through life, that an 
union, contracted contrary to a parent's ap- 
probation, has been fortunate or happy ; to 
a mind of ſenſibility there muſt ever be a 
drawback from felicity, when conſcious of 
giving pain, and diſappointing the beſt hopes 
of thoſe fo nearly intereſted for our happi- 
neſs, and who have a right to more than a 
negative obedience, if I may ſo expreſs my- 
ſelf, when a marriage is contracted without 
conſulting the parents; but when completed, 
contrary to their wiſhes and commands, few, 
I am convinced, are the inſtances of ma- 
trimonial happineſs : But I fee I oppreſs you, 
therefore, to drop that point, permit me to 
obſerve, you did wrong in not ſeeking op- 
portunities to ſoften. your father. Was your 
brother a warm advocate, think you ? J fear 
not; much ſeſs can I believe that a good 
F man could have left the world without being 
in charity with it, and revokingy as far as 
| he 


in the neighbouring convent, but I ſee not 


2 ſhe, will ſee you: 1 as, wiſh you return- IH 
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he could, the Waun, his, paſſion bad 
dictated. 0 


As ta the other . the a 
at different times, ſo applicable to your ſitu- 
ations, I ſhall only obſerve, that they were 
very extraordinary, but not im poſſible. — 
Reſpecting your wife, I fear much black 
treachery remains concealed, beyond your 


penetration; her flight, after hearing the Pro- 


hibition of the voice, confirms my conjec- 


tures. O, you know not (ſaid he, ſtarting 
ftom his ſeat) you know not to what exceſſes 
a corrupted heart may be driven . 


He paced about the room for two or three 


2 minutes, then ſuddenly ſtopping: — The 
leading features towards explaining the par- 


ticular circumſtances of your ſtory are want- 
ing; it is impoſſible I can give any advice 
that ought to influence you in your future 
conduct or ſentiments. Your wife may be 


what you can promiſe yourſelf from the dif- 
covery, becauſe it is not at all probable that 


ing 


4 
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ing happineſs, and am ſorry I muſt remind 
you that your departure from hence is neceſ- 
fary before the day is too far advanced; 
you muſt return through the valley, and 
take the oppoſite direktion towards che con- 
vent, Which is nearly as _— retired as this 
melancholy A 8 

Ferdinand aroſe: 1 FE your at” 
ſaid he, “ for. obliging you to remind me 
that I have treſpaſſed too long on your kind- 
neſs: I feel regret at leaving you in this 
| ſolitary deſolated manſion, and yet, ſuch is 
the complexion of my mind, I could be 
contented to remain in it ee with . a 
companion.“ 

« Leave me e Gieplics the deen * not to 
the horrors of my ſituation by permitting me 
ts taſte the Tolace of a g er from which 
1 am for ever excluded.“ i 
„ How! (faid Ferdinand) are "EY then 
here alone? Did ined not wach that 18470 was 

not maſter here . I 
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_ „ide that 1 wi not the owner of | 


this caſtle: I ſpoke truth; inquire no farther.” 


preſſed his curioſity, and prepared to depart. 
The other attended him to the gate with a 
fort of ſullen civility, and opened it without 


vens bleſs- you,” faid he, „ thank your 
charity. Muſt we never meet again? The 


{upplicating tone melted the hardened heart 


of the ſtranger, his features relaxed :- — * < why 


ſhould you wiſh it?? 
<<. Not from an e SHatiabRc carlo 


returned the other, * not from a wiſh to pe- | 


netrate farther into your ſecrets, or your 
habitation, than you would chooſe to allow 


of; but from ſympathy, from a defire of 


participating in forrow, and a with to render 


your ſituation leſs deplorable by the converſe 
don a fellow fufferer:” “ 67 wi 


The man pauſed, viewed Ferdinand from 
head to foot with'a ſearching eye, opened his 


mouth do Ai * "_— and turned from 


- 


As his brow grew contracted, his eyes wild, 
and bis whole figure agitated, Ferdinand re- 


ſpeaking. Ferdinand took his hand, < Hea- 


/ . > 
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him. The other ſeeing: Bis an was 
alſo affected: 1 have afflicted you unde- 
ſignedly; pardon me (added he) I will not 
be intruſive, I ſubmit to your reſtrictions.“ 


e was turning from the gate, the ſtranger 


caught his hand: © You have overcome (ſaid 
he) my hitherto invincible reſolutions; you 
have awakened ſenſations long, very long 
ſtrangers to my boſom: I will conſider, I 
muſt have time to reflect, and to determine, 
] can promiſe nothing; go to the convent, 
ſatisfy your anxiety reſpecting your wife. — 
Return to this gate to-morrow, I; ſhall by 
that time decide on your wiſhes, and either 
wholly repreſs my own riſing inclination, or 
gratify.it without reſerve ; but expect nothing, 
for I make no promiſes,” He haſtily ſhut 
the gate without waiting for an anſwer, and 
left 1 eee er a great een of 
He had-1 now to retrace tt Spe ed | 
the gloomy valley, and force his way through 
the woodlands. The various conjectures 
that ecfe his mind . to the old 
man, 


* * 
; 171 
4411 


'S 


nz 


man, and his ruinous ſolitary manſion, leſſened 
the apparent difficulties, and tedious length - 


portending rain or ſnow. He redoubled 


hill diſcovered a grove of cheſnut trees before 


(cried he, almoſt exhauſted with Bale) =. 
laſt 1 have found the convent.” | The object 14 


: wache on * but more . a path- 
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of the road. He regained the foot of the 
mountain, and turned to the right, where be 
met with a chain of ſmall rocky hills botk 
painful and dangerous to climb, and to de- 
ſcend from, and which ſo far impeded his 
haſte, that he ſaw the twilight drawing o 
faſt, and the appearance of the heavy clouds 
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his ſpeed, and on coming over a pretty high . 


—_— — _ 
— — ys 
4. * 


him, in the midſt of which he ſaw Ng 
riſing above them like a turret. At * 5 


in view ſeemed to diminiſh the diſtance, and 


he walked for ſome time through the grove 


before he arrived at a large moat, which ex- 
tended round the walls of the building.. 
He took a circular walk, 4 in the hope, which | 
was not diſappoi ted, Ot f 

On one ſide was a a narrow ſtone cauſeway 
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way than a bridge; this he croſſed to the 
gate that appeared in the wall, and rung the 
The door was almoſt inſtantly opened by 
the portereſs, and to his great joy he found 
himſelf at the deſired port. She ſeemed ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed at ſeeing him, and demanded 
his buſineſs. © Was there not a young 
Lady brought here within this hot * 
ſaid he. 
c There was (he replied) and what 
then? ? 

ce I beſeech you (aid he) to tell her, her 
neareſt relation wiſhes to ſpeak with her.“ 
% Tis very improbadle a relation ſhould 
| come bere to ſee her. Young man, you have 
not ſpoken the truth; nor will you, whoever 
you are, be permitted to ſee her.” 

Oh! (cried Ferdinand, off his guard, 
and agonized by vexation and fatigue) . oh 
tell her it is her huſband, it is the father of 
her child; ſhe has no right to withdraw her- 
felf from me, nor can you anſwer it, to detain | 

er | i 3 0 


. 
8 N 
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a wife from her huſband vichaut * n 
ledge or conſent.” _ | 

The portereſs ſeemed Rocks e Whae © 
you aſſert (replied ſhe) ſeems very ſtrange 
and improbable; I will, however, report it 
to the Abbeſs, which is al T can Nats in 10 
buſineſs. . 

She ſhut 0 grate, — left 4 over- 
whelmed with vexation. He was now con- 
vinced: that Claudina was here, and could he 
ſee her, and obtain from her ſatisfaction 

relative to her ſelf-accuſation, and a conſeſ- 
ſion of the real motives which had induced 
her to leave the Caſtle under ſuch an ap- 
pearance of myſtery, he concluded- that he 
ſhould be much eaſier in his mind, and ſubmit 
patiently to a ſeparation which ſeemed to have 
been commanded, though why at that particular 
period he could not conceive, and was what 
he ſuppoſed a converſation with her would 
| clear up. During the abſenee of the por - 
* tereſs, his mind dwelt on theſe cireumſtances; 
in i the grate was at length opened, and the od 
A woman appeared. ; 
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ce The young Lady refuſes to ſee you; ſhe 
e that you have any authority over her; 
bids you remember the dreadful circumſtances 
lately paſſed, and never preſume to trouble her 
more. The leiter ſhe left for you ſufficiently 
explained her ſentiments: Her child is with 
her, but it has 20 longer a Father, nor after 
this day will any meſſages from 1 777125 be r re- 
ceived or delivered here:. | 
<<, Barbarous woman! excluirned Ferdi- 
nand, .< ungrateful and unjuſt! Would ſhe 
but explain herſelf with openneſs and can- 
dour, I. could ſubmit to the dreadful cir- 
cumſtances ſhe alludes to; but this filence, 
this e and my child too! It has no 
longer a father!“ Juſt kane how a am 71 
an ee ee | 
J am ſorry for you.“ ſaid the Poren ; 
« but 7 cannot help you. Night is drawing 
on; a ſhort diſtance to the left is a convent 
of Friars, there you- may be accommodated 
for the night; but return no more here, for 
it avails nothing to complain where you can- 
not be heard.“ She ſhut the grate, and 
eee e left 


* 
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left F erdinand Nandi in an amen of fixed 
deſpair. . 
8 ſtood for 4 moments inſenlible to | 
every thing around him, when the ſound of 
a diſtant bell rouſed him from the torpor 
that had ſeized him, and inſtantly recollecting 
the. convent mentioned by the old Nun, with 
reluctant ſteps, and an oppreſſed mind, he. 
walked through the wood, keeping to the 
left as ſhe had directed him but over- 
whelmed by. a thouſand. doubts, and painful 
| conjectures, he proceeded ſo flowly.. that night 
: overtook him, and it was with much diffi- 
culty he eſpied through the trees a riſing 
hill before him which terminated the wood, 
and on reaching to the foot of it, he per- 
ceived an old building on one ſide of the 
declivity, with large pieces of rock ſuſpended 
over it, which ſeemed to threaten. hourly 
danger: He recollected the ſhepherd's cot- 
tage; © ſtrange (thought he) that people 
ſhould chuſe ſuch dangerous ſituations to erect 
dwellings on! It appears to me a daring 
3 or a total inlenſibility. ” Tae. 

. 
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rang the-bell, a ſmall gate was opened by a 
Friar, Ferdinand announced himſelf as an 
unfortunate and wearied traveller ſeeking 
Helter from the inclemencies of the night. 
© Enter, my ſon, and welcome,“ ſaid the 
father. Seldom does the traveller find his 
way to our folitary manſion, ſo remote and 
diſtant from any great road; enter therefore 
freely, and partake of our homely fare, and 
humble lodging.“ Ferdinand followed his 
conductor to a large room, where ſeveral of 
the Fathers were aſſembled juſt returned from 
cheir evening veſpers. All but one ſaluted 
him, and withdrew, that one advanced, and 
requeſted he would be feated. Some bread, 
fallad, milk and fruit, were brought in, of 
which Ferdinand partook very ſparingly, for 
| the uneafineſs of his mind had deftroyeil his 
appetite. | 
„ You took fatigued, m ſon,” fald the 
Friar, “ and 1 ſuppoſe muſt have wandered 
conſiderably out of your way to have arrived 
at this dwelling, ſeldom i in the habit of re- 


ceieing — 
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I have indeed been wandering about,” 


replied the other, © and with very little ſatis- 


faction to myſelf. To this houſe 1 was di- 
rected from a neighbouring convent; both 
houſes are ſo remote, ſo impervious, even 
to the eye of curioſity, from the woods and 
deep vallies, that only a wretched fugitive, 


like myſelf, could poſſibly have found it.“ 


If you are unhappy, my ſon, I am ſorry 
for you, but yield not to deſpair; hope is 


implanted in the mind of man by our great 


Creator- as the ſweetener of life, and only 


one ſet of beings are excluded from that cor- 


dial drop in earthly purſuits,” “ 
« And who are thoſe ?” aſked Fetal 
* Men and women devoted to a monaſtic . 


life,” anſwered the Father; * cut off from 
every worldly expectation, their hopes are 
founded in heavenly promiſes which can re- 


ceive no diſappointment but from themſelves ; 
they depend not on others ; no earthly views 
can diſtract their attention from the one great 
* ect of cheir wiſnes: Happineſs znalloyed 

K * e by 
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by fears or doubts muſt | inhabit the boſom of 
à religious man.” 

Moſt true,” 1 3 3 but 
that. man muſt. be detached . from: worldly 
Cares, muſt have no dear connexions that 
twine about the heart; no wife, no children; 
no agonizing apprehenſions for thoſe he loves; 
no. diſtracting doubts he cannot comprehend. 
The man- who ſecludes himſelf from {ociety, 
who can devote his days to religious duties 
only, muſt have a heart and mind at eaſe, 
ere he can embrace ſuch a life as you have ; 
choſen.” ; . 8 

Alas] my fon, and 1 not religion 
hold out comfort to the afflicted . 1 
„ Undoubtedly, that is the rock on which 
we muſt erect the foundation. of all our hopes 
and expectations both here and hereaſter; 
but a monaſtic life I ſtill aver, ſhould be 
ſought for only by thoſe free from the tics 
that nature binds about the heart, and who 
have ceaſed-to be 1 for e ob- | 
„ 3j 


2 
% 


one before him, in whoſe countenance Fer- 
dinand diſcerned traits of benevolenee and 
ſenſibility, his heart ſprung to meet him, and 
involuntarily he aroſe as if to do him homage. 
Father Joſeph, ſaid the former one, 
vid a, ſupercilious air, c you will ſee this 
traveller comfortably. lodged, and then attend 
your duty: Turning to Ferdinand, « Son, 
I ſhall, ſee you to-morrow, . and hold ſome - 


further converſation with you.“ He withdrew. 


% You will follow me, my good brother, 

ſaid Father Joſeph, with an air of mildneſs, 
taking up the lamp. The other obeyed ; he 
was conducted through an outer court into a 
very ſmall chamber, about eight feet ſquare, 
with a bed made in a niche of the wall, a 
table, on which ſtood a crucifix, and one 
ſtool. May you reſt in peace under the 


Protection of Heaven!“ faid the, Father, and 


was going to leave him. 1 


« Ah!“ exclaimed Ferdinand, ny gen] 
you go 2 1 feel a riſing wiſh to be indulged 


"mo e 
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'T his converſation was interrupted. by the 
entrance of another. Friar, not ſo old as the 


4 | 


. 
. - . = * —＋ — — - 
AE. AY > RY _ — > nc bs — 
* — * o — 
— 6 proces ery ů——ð*ð— - 5 PORE III ApS. - 8 4 . 99 
—4A C3) N — * © - _— —— 4 — 

— - 282 ²˙ ws v2! AJ hs Re ue HF Eo a 2 — — 
2 CPE” 


. "Rt = VI" WW-C 


2 - = 


* 


es ——_— —_—_ C ˖ç—r—*—ð;* . ̃—*˙ ˙ » ee CE 
— _ * : na * 
. — — 2 tans — EIN oy IEEE 
7 e 
; ' 


* 
—— - _ 
0 —— —ů— 
— — — oo-<d — n = 


/ ; 

» — — — * þ D * 9 - . as {& oa be 2 AY * x * 

* . q * — * 2 5 * g by Ya Kt p x; 246 £ 5 1 Na — 
202 MYSTERIOUS W ARNI NG.. 


— 


with * your company; "muſt Vas k it — 
*« For the preſent I am obliged to leave you;. 
but if ſleep is not more defirable than con- 


 verſation, T win return to you in half an, 


hour. Go to bed, reſt if you can, for I: ſee 
you are overcome with. fatigue.” He re- 
tired, and left his companion with the pleaſing. 


hope of ſeeing him again. The countenance 


of this man beamed with mild complacente, 
and Ferdinand. hoped from Him to- gather 
full information reſpecting the other convent, 
and poſſibly of the ruinous building where 
he had been ſo odly received. Not to offend: 
the Friar, he got into the bed, which was 


Pretty hard, and very unlikely to lull him 


preſently. to ſleep, he therefore anxiouſly. 
watched for the approach of Father Joſeph, 


Who came when he had began t to deſpair of: 
 Keeiog him. 


.. J have complied with your wiſhes, ſon,, 
-and now tell me how I may ſerve you; I 


| have one hour to ſpare.” Ferdinand then 


briefly repeated the latter part of his. ſtory. 


"yur the time his wr” had. left: him, his re- 
cCeeption 


— — 


F 
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ception at the old Caſtle, and his treatment .: 


at the convent. He concluded with ſaying, 


that all he wiſhed for from his wife was, © an 


explanation of her letter, and a candid con- 


feſſion of her motives for withdrawing her- 
_ ſelf from the protection of her friends. 


cc Tf (ſaid he) © as I ſuppoſe, you have 


| communication with the convent, I beſeech 


you to ſee my wife, tell her I will not force 


myſelf into her preſence, let her but write 


to free me from my preſent doubts and in- 
quietude, and I will obey her orders, and 


never intrude myſelf into any place ſhe in- 
habits without her permiſſion.” - N 

Tour ſtory, is very ſtrange (oblerved EE 
e Joſeph) and 1 fear you will obtain 
no ſatisfaction; J have no power to ſerve 
you: Our Superior, whom you have been 
with, is the only one that viſits the convent; 


the order is: one of the ſevereſt in all Ger. 
many: Ours is much more relaxed, yet we 
can derive little. advantage from the indul- 
gence allowed us, . becauſe our ſituation pre- 


cludes all chance of ſociety, and Father 


K 6 Ambroſe 
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-4j Ambroſe WF admitted to viſit. the con- 
- , vent, to which: he is confeſſor. As your wife 
is in that retirement, be aſſured ſnhe is dead 
to you. Thoſe that enter that houſe ſeldom 
return again to the world. 
e Diſtraction !! cried Ferdinando £ but 
my child, they cannot keep my child from 
- me !'—< At a certain age ſhe may make her 
own election: Mean time you may repreſent 
the caſe to the: Biſhop, that is all. you can 
do, having taken ſanctuary in the boſom of 
the church, and the child being at this age 
more immediately under the care of its. 
Haber: at preſent, you cannot oblige her 
0 reſign it. Obſerving that Ferdinand ap- 
1 peared overwhelmed with, ene he went 
on. . 
15 ood: The building 11 Fas 8 5 
buried from all obſervation, was once, I have 
heard, a moſt ſuperb manſion, inhabited by 
|] one of the Bavarian family, who marrying. 
an heireſs. of a Suabian Baron, came into the 
gl Poſſeſſion of that eſtate: which has long fallen 
into decay, nor did: I ever hear. that it bad 
ptr: F TR deen. 
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: ſeph. c My ſon, you are very young, let 
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deen inhabited theſe twenty years. On the 
other fide it joins with the black foreſt, and 
has been always underſtood; from its being 
deſolated in one of the late wars, and never 
repaired, uninhabitable ever fince ;- the houſe 

- muſt be in ruins, and the grounds round: it 
- barren and uncultivated. Who the perſon 
or perſons can be that reſide there I have no 
idea, and indeed F ſhould ſuppoſe it can 
afford no accommodations for ar; other than 
banditti.“ 5 78 
Or the ſons of miſbry,”: cried Ferdinand, 
4 ſuch. are neither delicate in their accom- 
modations, nor faſtidious in their choice f 
ſituations; all places are alike to the wretched, 
and 1 Pe to- morrow ' * be admitted a as 
an inmate.” : 

% And I bope- 58 0 Father Jo. 


not the firſt diſappointment. in your: calcula- 
tions of happineſs: induce you to renounce 
the world. You have been wrong, perhaps, 
in your firſt ſelection of the means to attain 
it. Man has but little preſcience, and that 

1 little 
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little is often ill- directed. Conſider your 
preſent troubles as a chaſtiſement for ſome 
miſconduet,. ſome raſh actions reſulting from 
the impetuoſity- of youth; receive the cor- 
rection with humility, but give not way: to 
deſpair. Balieve me, there is no merit in 
retiring from the world; ſociety has its. 
claims not incompatible. with your: ſacred 
duties; on the contrary, duty towards God, 
and duty towards your brethren, is equally 
commanded and inculcated.. A young man 
may have a thouſand opportunities of doing 
active ſervice to his fellow creatures, and of 
promoting the cauſe of religion and virtue. 
Retirement ſuits not with the ardour of youth; 
let me adviſe you therefore to reſume your 
ſituation in life, whatever it may be, to ſcan 
over your. paſt actions. with. diſcrimination 
and impartiality-; you will then diſcover the 
errors that have impeded your expectations 
of happineſs ;, you will chalk. out for your-- 
ſolf a new path, and the end will be mental 
tranquillity, and the never: fading ſatisfact ion 


5 your 
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your abilities wards the leſs: fortunate and 


happy.” 
_« And is this,” cried Ferdinand, bh * 


language of a man detached from the world, 


this the advice of a holy Father, to expoſe a 


fluctating, diſappointed heart to the allure- 
ments and diffipations that tempt, in a hun- 
dred pleaſurable ſhapes, the mind low youth,, 
and lead him into vice?“ 

It is the language of truth and reaſon,” 


anſwered Father Joſeph, with energy, © it is. 


the advice of. dear-bought wiſdom and ex- 
perience.. Man was not intended for a ſoli- 


tary. being; and a young man, who flies from. 


the world becauſe he has indulged deluſive- 
hopes, and formed expectations that in the 
nature of them muſt at one time or other 
receive a ſevere check, who neglects the duties 
he has it in his power to perform, and by a. 


raſſi and ill-judged miſanthropy, ſkuns man- 


Find to give up his mind to deſpair; believe: 


who deſerts his poſt, and by his cowardice 
and . impatient ſpirit, lays up for himſelf bitter 
1 ** 
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me, ſuch. a man is a puſillanimous wretch, 
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repentance, and never-ending. regret; that. 
will. mix itſelf in his moſt earneſt devotions, 
render thoſe acts of religion, which ſhould 
communicate joy and cheerfulneſs to the 
mind, cold, gloomy,. and mechanical; whilſt 
the good, the active, the benevolent mind, 
performs. his ſacred duties. with delight, from 
conviction and choice diffuſes bleſſings. to all. 
around him, and by precept and ; example. 
animates others to the practice of religion 
and virtue, which. his conduct en both 
eaſy and pleaſant. 
« If I may judge from the e of 
your countenance, ſaid Ferdinand, © your 
advice is not the declamation of. an unimpaſ- 
ſioned man, who has forſaken the world from 
choice, but the warnings of. a feeling heart, 
deſirous of ſaving others from equal. regret 
and miſery with himſelf” 72 
Tou have obſerved juſtly; I ill not 
deny, anſwered the Father: „Many are 
the victims in this houſe to pride, impatience, | 
and avarice, ſacrificed by their friends, or 
* by the impetuoſity of their: own paſ- 
5 4 ſions. 
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ſions. * 1 are e doubtleſs * choice 
and the pureſt motives, but theſe laſt are 


| comparatively few; a monaſtery therefore I | 


do not recommend, nor a reſidence with that 


ſolitary being, whoever he may be, that in- 
habits thoſe ſtately ruins ; even this deſultory 


mode of gratifying your curioſity, rambling 


among uninhabited and almoſt impaſſable 


hills and vallies, can benefit neither yourſelf, 
nor others, may ſubje& you to much incon- 
venience, perhaps to certain dangerous ſitu- 
ations, you do not apprehend: Once more 


then I recommend you to ſeek an active life, 4 
and an occupation that may diverſify your 
thoughts, and engage your attention, Good 


night, reflect on what I have ſaid, and may 
Heaven direct you for the beſt; 1 will ſee 
you again after morning ſervice.” “ 160 

The good father having withdrawn, left 
Ferdinand overwhelmed. with a variety of 
contending emotions, whether to profit by, 
or diſregard the advice he had received ; — 
whether he. ſhould yield to the dictates of 
prudence and experience, or follow the lead 


ty 
4 
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of his own inclinations. Sleep at length 
overtook him before he had ſettled the point, 
and, hard as his bed was, fatigue threw him. 
into a profound repoſe, from which he ſtarted 
on the entrance of Father Joſeph. I come 
only to inform you,” faid he, © that you are 
expected by Father Ambroſe, breakfaſt is = 
prepared for you, haſten the refore to attend 
him,” 
& How!“ cried Ferdioand, « do you leave 
me? I thought te have * further con- 
verſation with you.“ 
I am forbidden to indulge it, and have 
received 4 reprimand: for being fo long in 
your room laſt night; I may juſt whiſper 
vou, that the paſſions of mankind are the 
fame in all places, and in all ſituations; jea- 
louſy, envy, and avarice, prevails as much 
in monaſteries as in. palaces, they pervade in 
the moſt profound. retirements, and lead to 
the moſt deſpicable actions and Semtienents, 
Adieu, may Heaven preſerve you.” Ending 
thoſe words, he darted from the room, and 
left Ferdinand to follow. 


Os 
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On entering the apartment he had quitted 
the preceding evening, he found Father Am- 
broſe alone, refreſhments before him, and 
having inquired of the other his name and 
rank in life, he began to launch forth i in the 


praiſe of a monaſtic life, as the only aſylum N | 


from trouble and pain; that abſtracted from 
the world, its hopes and fears, the holy Fa- 
chers fixed their thoughts on things above, 
where no cares or diſappointments could 


| attend their hopes or deſires, He harangued 
ſo long, and fo eloquently on the ſubject, that, 


had not the advice of Father Joſeph guarded 


his mind from the faſcination of the picture 


of contentment held to his view, it is more 
than probable that Ferdinand, under the im- 
preſſion of his preſent vexations, might have 
been induced to end his travels, and have 


fixed himſelf for life in that ſolitary man- 
fion ; but already pre- poſſeſſed, the avenues. 


to his heart were cloſed, and the eloquence 


of the Superior was exerted in vain: He 
beard him, however, with complaiſance, but 


alledged abſolute neceſſity. for his departure, as 
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þ much cardairy cowards each other, 


* 


an excuſe for not embracing that plan of life 
ſo calculated to inſure happineſs. He added, 

< that it was by no means improbable, but 
chat he ſhould return, and have the pleaſure 
of viſiting the community for a. longer time, 


if he might hope for admiſſion.” 5 
The zealous F ather, eager to make a pro- 


felyte of a young Nobleman, greatly ap- 


proved of his deſign, and aſſured him of a 
hearty welcome. F erdinand felt half inclined 
to have mentioned Claudina, but not much 
pre · poſſeſſed in his favour, nor deſirous of | 


a being then detained from viliting the ſolitary, 


who had permitted his return, he repreſſed 


8 the ſentiment of confidence. half riſing to his 
lips, and roſe to take leave „with grateful 


thanks for his hoſpitality. When conducted 
to the grate, he ſaw Father Joſeph in com- 
pany with ſome others 3 a general ſalute only 
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E ERDNAND now | Haſte to the 
1 Caftle in the wood, and knowing the 
way, he pierced through its intricacies that 
to a ſtranger ſeemed'impaſſable, and in much | 
leſs time than he expected was at the gates. 
He haſtily pulled the bell, which, to his infi- 
nite -vexation; broke off in his hand; for | 
having been ſo long uſeleſs, it had been eaten 
out with ruſt, moved with difficulty the pre- 
ceding day, and now, by a ſecond pull, ſnap- h 
ped to pieces. Exceedingly diſconcerted, 
he began to apprehend that he ſhould gain 
no | entrance ; fortunately the ſolitary man, 


Ke 
PE 
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vho had expected him, being walking in the 
court, heard the faint ſound, which the jarring 
of the wires occaſioned, and inſtantly appeared 
at the little wicket. Ferdinand was agreeably 
ſurpriſed at his ſudden appearance. Lou 
ſee me returned (ſaid he) anxious to culti- 
vate your acquaintance, and in your conver- 
ſation blunt che keen * of 195 own cala- 
mities.“ 
« Enter (fd the 5 I have ed 
you, curioſity is fo ſtrongly implanted in the 
mind of man that I ſcarcely doubted of your 
return. They paſſed through the firſt court, 
and walked round the wall of the ſecond to 
a ſmall poſtern'door; on advancing towards 
1 he added, Having once permitted you 
a free entrance, my confidence ſhall not be 
a partial one,” He then opened the door 
which jed to a handſome colonade fronting 
the great gates that were boarded up, and 
excluded it from being ſeen in the outer 
court. They entered a large hall, round 
which run a gallery ſupported by pillars that 
led to the WR above Ras; ; but the 
6 oe 


r 
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painting was almoſt effaced by the damp, the 
pillars entirely diſcoloured, ſome of them 
decayed and crumbling to pieces, threatening: 
the deſtruction of the gallery they ſupported, 
and indeed the whole bore the appearance 
of total neglect. The ſolitary opened a door 
at the farther end of the hall, and conducted 
his gueſt i into what he called his library, for 


as ſuch it ſeemed to have been intended; but 


the glaſſes in many places were broken, the 
books all tumbling in diſorder, and ſo covered 
with duſt, that they were ſcarcely diſcernable. 
A few old-faſhioned velvet chairs, once of 
crimſon, but changed by the damps, two 
tables, with a writing deſk of a very parti- 


, cular old-faſhioned conſtruction; a large dog 


that lay before a great wood fire, and ſeemed 
by age rendered almoſt incapable of movin g. 
though he growled at the ſtranger; a ſword, 


and a pair of piſtols, that hung againſt the 


wall, compriſed the whole furniture of this 


Being ſeated, the ſolitary inquired of his 
ſucceſs at the Convent. Ferdinand related 


; 


5 his 


/ 
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his reception: there, and at the F riar's mo- 
naſtery; adding, You ſee my wife will 
afford me no ſort of ſatisfaction, and her 
meſſage is as extraordinary nd 0h 10 
as her whole conduct. | 
The old man ſighed n 1 6e 1 pity you, 
(ad he) not for your preſent diſappoint- 
ment, but becauſe you are young, and muſt 
feel, poignantly feel, the- ſtings of ingrati- 
tude, and the deſtruction of thoſe ſanguine 
hopes of happineſs you had figured to your- 
ſelf in an union with the object of your 
choice, and who, J have little doubt of pro- 
nouncing, has e ne of e at- 
tachmen t... 
r (exclaimed. Ferdinand) do) * 
believe my wife is criminal? 
Hath ſhe not nn as much = ?" replied 
the other.” . | 
566 Impoſſible!“ ale Ferdinand, | « the had 
no acquaintance, no man viſited her, in my 
abſence ſhe reſided with my brother, who 
lived very retired ; ns the! could | 


Nong — | T 5 
| Po « Ceaſ: 
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24 Ceaſe to torment yourſelf wich conjec- 
e that cannot be elucidated; one day or- 
other be aſſured every thing will be ex- 


plained. — Tes (continued he, raiſing his 
voice) time and accident develops the darkeſt, 


ſchemes, the machinations of the wicked wil 25 
i be detected, and, if to know the worſt, your 


imagination can form, will afford any degree 


of eaſe, doubt not but that you will one day 
be ſatisfied; 'till then, try to repreſs. your 
anxiety, and revere that command ſo extraor- 


dinarily delivered; try to forget that you 


have a wife exiſting, for ſhe * . 
© ſhe is dead to you. 


Ending theſe words he Ganga on 1 


4 and -preſently a man, old and feeble, 


entered the room.— — * * * 
„ 

— e 1 Ferdinand) W 
ſaid he was not the maſter, yet he ſeems to 


command; he drinks no wine himſelf,” yet 
| keeps it here, for whom then, when he lives 
thus ſolitary ? Or is there another pert here 


Who is the maſter ?” | „ 
. „ The 


3% 3 1 * 12 : * 


% % 


* 
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The old ſervant returned with bread and 
wine and a cup; he looked very attentively 
on Ferdinand, and then withdrew. The 
Recluſe, who penetrated through the ſilence 
of his gueſt, ſaid, © I read your furpriſe, and 
gueſs at the doubts which occupy your mind: 

1 will ſatisfy them in part. I am not the 
owner of this once magnificent ſeats yet I am 
the maſter here, and have reſided in it above 
twelve years. In a clear moon-light night I 
walk, ſometimes to the ſkirts of the Black 
Foreſt, but at other times I never exceed the 
courts of the Caſtle, for the gardens are now 
a wilderneſs of weeds. Once a week the 
proviſions I want are brought from a village 
about five miles off, on the edge of the fo- 
reſt. Wine is ſometimes drawn here, though 
not by me, I have that within me which ſup- 
ports my ſtrength and ſpirits; my on atten- 
dant requires more ſubſtannal f Bread, 

fruits and water, is all that my table . 
and as much as nature requires. I am not 


ſo old as you my fuppoſe. from my appear- 
e, 
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1 


1 ande, A fifry⸗ two, twelve of which þ have 


lp eee 


ec It would ill become me (faid Ferdinand) 
to expreſs a with to penetrate inte the cauſe 
Which has led you to this extraordinary ſe- 
cluſion from the world, though you muſt 


allow that it ſufficiently warrants the moſt 


curious conjectures; but 1 will deſerve the 
favour you have beſtowed on me 10 wy af | 


crètion.“ 


Lou are vine and WOW (pd the 
e not often attached to youth, 


and perhaps acquired by ſorrow and experi- 


ence ; on ſuch: terms you. are welcome to 


nain here as long as you pleaſe.” 


"0 May I be permitted cp one obſer- 
vation ? · aſked Ferdinand. 


22 the age ge | 


bend. upon myſelf.” 


When 1 firſt, came to your gate, ny 


expreſſed it neceſſary to inquire if I could be 


admitted, now you confeſs yourſelf *. mas 


ter, and without ſociety.“ | | 
” L2 „ « Your 


” * 
— — . — 
—— — w —— 
— eo So AO; 
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“ Your curioſity in this point ib fd very 

| natural that I will fatisfy it without reſerve, 
The diſcovery! of this manſion through* the 
empenetrable, as I thought, woods, hills and 
vallies, ſo out of the common eds and 
even an object of terror to the few inhabitants 
that dwell on the other ſide, the ſound of a 
bell, which had been ſilent for above nine 
years, and your appearance when I opened 
the wicket, altogether aſtoniſhed me! Cal- 
ſoftened. at the view of ſorrow and weaknefs 

in fo young a frame. To your requeſt of 
admittance I ſaid, I would inquire. I came 

back, and conſulted Francis ; it was poſſible | 
vou might be what you ſeemed, then there 
was no danger un permitting you to enter 
che outer court, but to guard againſt ſurpriſe, 
Francis ſecured the gate of the inner court, 
and was planted in a ſmall room, within the 
huntſman's, where I led you, armed with 7hat 

. brace of piſtols, which had you attacked me, 
or ftrove to force your way beyond the bounds 
| * NG RE 1 0 5 24 | PEP I 
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him.“ Having thus made up his mind, he 
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Tallowed, be had orders to 5 diſcharge; and 


inſtantly to diſpatch you. a 
Ferdinand heard him with ſome degree of 


terror, and “ Who; or what can this man 


be ?” darted naturally into his mind, and 


having taken ſome refreſhment, he began to 
conſider whether it would be prudent to re- 
main in a place that ſeemed to be the abode 


of wretchedneſs, fear and diſtruſt. Curioſity 


however predominated, and as be alſo was 


rmec wich a brace of piſtols, he thought 
ey harbour any ſiniſter deſigns againſt 


began to remark on the converſations be- 
tween Father Joſeph and himſelf, and the 
Erent , language of Father Ambroſe, the 
Superior. I much fear (ſaid he) that the 
former has been an unhappy. victim, and feels 
no ſatisfaction in his ſituation ; for I can con- 


Feive that even a good mind well diſpoſed 
towards religion and moral rectitude, if com- 


priled to forſake the world, and lead an in- 
| . 
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will grow languid in the performance of thoſe 
duties, which free-will might have performed 
with pleaſure and alacrity: For my own part, 
all my proſpects of happineſs for ever 
clouded, oppreſſed with the weight of a 
much- loved father's denunciation, and which 
ſeems to be ſo literally fulfilled in this life — 
a brother, a huſband, a father 3 yet ſeparated 
from every endearing tie; what can I pro- 
miſe myſelf in this world, that can counter- 
balance that tranquil, that ſerene liſe Which 
pervades in a convent, and which my misfor- 
tunes ſeem to point out as my only place of 
reſt; and if I can aſſure to myſelf ſuch a. 
companion, ſuch a friend, as Father J * d 
what can I deſire more? 
ie Revenge !” cried the Saler, with an 
eye darting fire through his emaciated coune 
tenance: Yes, revenge! repeated he, with 
a violence that ſtartled Ferdinand; Live 
to detect the artful - villany of. . : ot 
have wronged you, and to px niſh 
« But I know no ſuch perſons,” ſaid Fer- 
dinand ; I know of no wrongs that I have 
13 GL met 
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met with that require revenge. 17 my wife 
bas been guilty,. ſhe is already puniſhed ; and 
for her accomplice, if ſuch there be, he will 
not eſcape with impunity ;-and to drag on a 
_ wretched life, with the diabolical intention of 
deſtroying another, would be. only redoubling 
my own miſeries here, and ee to 2 
puniſnment hereafter.” _ 
G80 young a ſtoic!” 2 hi old 
| man, with a look of contempt, © either you 
_— ._: hypocrite, or oy were born W 8 
paſſions. 99 | 
_ © The deteſtable A of the fte | 
. replied the other, I utterly diſclaim, and 
had TI been created without paſſions, all the 
misfortunes of my life would have been 
5 ee No, I am not without paſſions, but 
adverſity has taught me wiſdom, has mode- 
rated the impetuoſity of youth, and ſuffering 
as I do under the violence of momentary 
rage, which in an inſtant may be guilty of 
exceſſes never to be repaired, I have learned 
to _ 1 r en e that are * 
SET. be | ful, 


— 
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ful, and where my courage and honour are 
ww m e627 OE or THT 

You are a philoſopher, Sir,” eee 
A Solitary, apparently much agitated, «and 
fitter for the convent, perhaps, than the 
world, ſince you can ſo eaſily, ſo tamely, 
wait for time to elucidate your injuries; but 
I beg pardon, it cannot concern me; perſons 
born with different ſentiments will act dif- 
ferently, and as in this point we do n 2 
we will change the ſubje&,”  —© 

He did ſo, and Ferdinand found? kim 
learned, intelligent, and communicative, yet 
on every ſubject he diſcourſed with a vehe- 
menee ſo little to be expected from the fee- 
bleneſs of his looks and manner when he firſt 
appeared at the wicket, diſcovered a temper 
ſo violent and ſo decided, that his manners 
rather repulſed than conciliated any growing 
eſteem, and ſeemed to promiſe thar little plea- 
ſure could be derived from cultivating his 
acquaintance. After ſome hours converſation 
the Solitary took him up to the gallery, which 
as extenſive, and had once been magnificent. 
Fe 


e 


| 4-46 6:op Phis room had been handſomely 


: 22% 
He opened the doors of ſeveral apartments: 
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| thatiovedlooked: the gardens, and an extent 
of country; but the former was a confuſed 


maſs of trees, ſhrubs and weeds, and the 
country beyond appeared an immenſe foreſt. 
This was certainly an unpleaſant ſituation 
to build a ſuperb houſe. on, obſerved Ferdi- 
nand. Our Caſtle is on a rocky ground, an 


adjoining to hills and mountains; but they: 
ate cultivated and inhabited: Here every 


thing has- the appearance of a deſert,” .. Is 


there no town or village near, for I profeſs 


myſelf entirely unacquainted wich this part 


of the country, from always thinking the 


oods both dangerous and impenetrable. ? 
There is a village a few miles diſtant, but 


I know not its name, was all the anſwer, — 
He then carried him acroſs. the gallery te to 


another wing of the building. and opening a 
door. Here you may ſſeep if you pleaſe; 

rancis can find linen for the bed, and ſhall 
light a fire, though poſſibly the ehimneꝝy max 


lit: was in . FRata; 
IRE ES And. 
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ment hather "he: hone: — te offer, 


haxard ofdanger, and therefore it would be moſt. 
: prudent to paſs that night there, tho he felt 
no inclination to prolong, his ſtay, Wen as 
he could hope for no gratif 
eee forthe Solitary” 2 heart ſeemed locked 
1 room kde en, vi evening rogethr 
in converſation on various ſubjects. | 
nand was pleaſed eee ee eee 
ing and knowledge of the world which the 
other difplayed; but he obſerved. . on ſeveral. 
4 dee that weer nen — 
every thing rening to his own 6 a on, 
x dee belt led his wen hops for. | 
Gros | o'clock n appear 
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| 8 the door of his apartment, and 
then return to his maſter. Ferdinand judged 
this order was to preclude any converſation 
between him an 
he was ſilent; but as they parted : at the door 
he thought Francis ſuppreſſed a riſing ſigh, 


and looking at him ſaw his face was clouded” 


by a heavy expreſſion of grief. He bowed, 
retired, and pulled the door after him. A 
_ cheerful fire was blazing in the chimney, 
and . examining the door of his apartment, 


| he + eh there was a lock and two ſtrong 


bolts ; theſe he ſecured, and having placed 
this lamp on the table, "__ threw off _ 
n e 
"Here: he. 7. Tapes time: roving we paſt 


ke mould e in . working, when ** 
1 * he conceived that he heard, ſome faint” 
Peu eks ite at A Lambo he 1 


all was 5 a dend filence 5 yet ail he could nt 
be perſuaded but that he heard the cries : — 
© ne 


0 — and therefore 155 


00d I night, Francis was ordered” to no — if 
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He lay 4 hours in a kind of e (EX. 
pedtation of, he knew not what. No ſort of. 
noiſe however invaded his ears, and at. length; 
| he dropped aſleep, from which he was aua 
kened. by a voice at the door, telling him 
breakfaſt was ready. He vas ſoon dreſſed, 
and found. the. 555 waiting for him, coffee 
on the table: ee gern well?“ de- 
manded he. 1 
455 Perfectly. well,” pine Eendioands Gale. 
denn determined not to mention the eties ; 
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indeed my bed was ſo very ſuperior to 
What 1 have. had. thoſe laſt two nights, chat | 
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ce . are | welcome « 0. 5 0 abs bed as, 
Lak as you like,” was all the reply. The 
day became pi dis and in a ſhort time the: 
\ ſnow, wil ip gre uantities ;..this. the Gene, 
d, fayings 4 you, 
ad e. 
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' works of: many Wee avthors, nol ny . 
fore was at no loſs to beguile the time, and 
indeed had reaſon to be thankful for his fitu- 
ation, as before night the ſnow was at leaſt 
two feet deep on the ground. About the 
time of retiring the ben e the moon 
broke through. the clouds, and a cold, ſharp 

Vind aroſe, denoting a ſevere froſt. When 
he came into his apartment, the reflection of 
that reſplendent orb induced him. to go to 

che window, and he ſat dow n by it for fome | 
time admiring the appearance of the trees 
and under wood, which being covered with 
| the ſnow, exhibited a hur 1 1 ene abe : 
* engage che attention. 
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Loft in the recollection of | paſt events,. he <. 
3 fat- A. long time n thinking of the te | 
until ſuddenly the fame. faint ſhrieks .brok 
; ha "Re he had heard the eee 
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this forlorn place, and the: Solitary who in- 
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roverrous WA ning: 


How whom, or- 8 ae it could pro- 

ceed. The-ſounds both nights were exactiy 
fimilar, and he concluded muſt iſſue from 
ſome perſon diſtreſſed and confined· There 
is ſome unaccountable myſtery hangs about 


kabits.it dares not truſt me with the ſecret: 
_ E'vill avail myſelf of his permiſſion, and ſtay 
here a few. N to: ſee⸗ if ak ä : 
through . . 
Thus Gbegbe Nerds when he etired . 
to bed; he ſlept undiſturbed, and when he 
Ee. below, the firſt queſtion aſked kim | 
was, If he ſlept quiet? 
e Entirely ſo, anſwered he; _— W 
3s remote from all diſturbance, and is caleu- 
hated forthe Court of Somnus by its ſtillneſs. 
The Solitary ſeemed pleaſed, and obſerved, . 
7 That the. depth of the ſhow: muſt precl de 
kim from. an attempt at travelling in. that. 
obſcure and unfrequented part of the coun- 
oy” The other raiſed no objeftions to re- 
* another . and both were much 
F 3 


obſerations that eeme an e 
bending wren the ſolitarꝝ man; hut yet 
d a proto Ae mene. to his. 


| was perfectly. content. 4 Engg „ 
When night came, and 1: Ferdinand: 9 

to his partment, he ren. on the 

18 n. 

- aflced = 

Ne 1 For · a few days -ONFY , replied: the 1 
et. I am 808 or ie "ſod dhe old man.. 
ee Ich Jo Ja ants W 

Pour maſter muſt. baue a. horrid:time.of i it 


going to live here, Sir d: 


15 ee indeed 14 Neu knowallcheny Sit. „ 


hire curioſiry,” bo  Thevoicoof. the Scham. 
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ſomeching eee was vexed 
at the interruption, and retired to his apart- 
ment, not to ſleep, but fixed: himſelf again * 
to the window, that he might more diſti iethy | 
hear the cries, ſhouldthey-be again repeated. 
An, more he reſſected on this man's con- 
verſatio and behaviour, the ——— 
Fan, and inconſiſtent it appeared. On thein 
firſt interview there ſeemed more of melan- 
eholy than ferocity in his manners, and he | 
had Zlamed the late Count for his raſhneſs? 
Te had given traits of ſenſibility and huma- 
nity ; yet in a late converſation he had adviſed 
revenge, and ſeemed animated by rage to a 
aw fury in Ris look S. He had ſaid; on 
ng the Lal Acer times < that 


PE baer were it re gend de, ever; 
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0 Me; chounhs,”: dad ieee mevtally, 


e that if admitted to this houſe I could be 


; amment to remain here and ſpend my days 
in ſolitude, I ſuppoſed this manſion — 
de atv aſylum for the unfortunate; or che abode 
of undeſerved miſery, driven from a 
world; but I fear there is mote of — 
füuffering in this man; for affliction males 
2 people plaintive, and if the mind is hes em 
| Twill, it naturally expands and gr 
municative to a fellow ſufferer, 1 lu not 
what to conclude upon, more than: a reſolu- 


tion not to make hi; my reſting⸗ place, ſhould 


yited to _ ſo, which-ſeemis not very 
pen; yet 1 ſhould be loth to des 
b 3 better nen of the 


. He ſat ruminating 9 occu 


_ ears were aſſailed by the ſame eries, ee 
rather fainter, and being on the warch to 
catch the ſound, he Was mo that it 
roceeded | from the nie or mt the. build- 


ay 


erv: that pervades here. . 15 n 2 ” 


ac I befallen him ſome time, _ again wu 
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was pred. Exceſſiyely a. be be. 
gan to conſider in what manner there. was a 
Poſſibility of being ſatisfied, or of obtainin 
a ſolution of. this unaccountable buſineſs.— 
He had every evil to apprehend from the 
reſentment of. the Solitary, ſhould he be diſ- 
covered in prying into h s ſecrets, and yet o. 
know ſome- perias: was. regularly ill. treated, 

eemed to be the caſe, and to be in- 
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FE} At erg time 0 lle, 2 anſwered a the 


ſituations. with: not do for you; 
travelling will amuſe the eye, RY give a 

_ diverſity to your ideas 5 variety is abſolutely 
neceſſary to keep the mind alive, and: pre- 
vent-it from dwelling on ſuch circumſtances 
as might, if indulged, overwhelm: it with 
_ deſpair, and ſtagnate the ſenſes : The ſnow 
growing firm will be no impediment 1 ro your 
Ne ant 2 nog @ vis tho ound 1 


E Jokng'i my de 0 Aue err, ackS in 
the ſnow td guide me: I think, however, 
that if the weather continues fair, 1 will pur- 
ue my ramble to · morrow, if you will allow 
ine to rie of your hoſpitality another 
e 414 1 AG EO Ae 7 Ex; 414 RS 00 1 
Bu nenn, 


a ” 


Ceran), reti 
chink your ſcheme 4 very de ſultory and uns 
ſatisfactory one. As you are now acquainted | 
With che reſidence of your wife, and her dee 
termination to ſee you no more, what is it 
0 return, and paſs your 
winter at the Caſtle, look after your ſon 
yon think bim ſucb, and prepare en 
returning in the ſpring to the army?! ? 
„„The manſion of my brother is e 
to me on many aecounts, replied Ferdinand, 
Cit would continually; remind me of nay 
misfortune: No, tber I cannot reſide; and 
to ne near my boy; for anins I am ſurs he 
is, couſd be no benefit to him,” and having 
Placed: him in the hands of integrity, Fam 
entirely eaſy on that head. I once thought 
| Hae retirement would make me at leaſtire- 


fgned; but I am now of your opinion, that 
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a diverſity of objects is more likely to amuſe 
. and _ e peace and con- 


you purſue? Why ne 
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. neceſſary; yet 
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er proce eds five a — thee: yor 


Have; yourſelf choſen wrong in devoting you " 
ſelf 11 ſolitude, an OY are RY of; 5g 


was unexpected, was touching 4 few dor- 
mant embers of ſenſibility procured ybu en- 


| me to receive you a ſecond: time. Leno 
| pense, nnn n, fecluded! from. 


| it is the only circumſtance ther cnables x me to 


Wee will RY eise oni 
linde mort A reep, e every j feeling, 
— 77vur” vojce quid/avdiivr, 


france at firſt, erp b. e er: 


* 'STERIOVS. wann *. 4 
ra We nine, Se: we di iffer 
on, and I, in your. Ci 


Foam to-morrow ; z-:conſult your own con- 


venience, and do as you pleaſe.“ He left 
the room as he ended 180 words wichour 
waiting for an anſwer. 
215 Ferdinand tood ſome moments in * 
ment; he auld have given the world to 
have known who this extraordinary man was. 
and to have penetrated into the myſtery that 
15 þ abt ie umu, but he ſaw no proſpe& of 
gaining the ſimalleſt intelligence to gratify his 
er pe by. remaining there, and aſter the 
civil diſmiſſion he had received, he could feel 
no eee 4 longer reſidence 


leſt alone, a thing not uſual ſince he had been 


in the houſe; he went into the nent apart». 
ment, which. had a door eas wy what 


| now entity overgrown with hats 2 very 


narrow * Was where they ſeemed to be 
trodden 
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trodden down but not cleared, went by the 
. of the building, cloſe under the windows, 
d here he walked on, obſerving the dread- 
ful ruinous ſtate the rooms were in, the glaſs 


broken, the floors had been long entirely 
2 to t W ings . my HOLY * 


WP 


Ving 00 | immediately. recollected that t the 
feeble cries he had heard ſeemed to have 
iſſued from thence. He walked-ſlowly round, 


.: and thin his voice, << What cruel neglect 


has this once noble manſion endured: Surely 
whoever is, or Was che maſter of it, muſt 
have met with uncommon misfortunes ; and 

to what a wre ſtate muſt that mind be 
| brought that . can mne exiſtence i in Farms 
2 thoſe laſt ee a 4 hear ors 
_ groan and an articulate: voice, which appeared 
to be at no great diftance from him. He 
{as not * a a voice 5 Tag: he 
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| . «The {1 e voice Fa miei l. was MY e 5 
in afceble voice, that Tountled a5 if underneath 
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e Wpbevef you ar Ae x; ans 
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e T come to you fp A 64 17 50 N 
ee T fear not was the reply, Aint q arte 
Wb moment F erdinand ble ve Fr: randis It 
he ſteps of - the glaſs doors,” 48 if lookin r 
him. ee Am called,” ſaid Be, ſoftly, << what 
hour of the night is file ? 34 49753 1 
Nqgt till after twelve, 6 repeated be 
Voices with a Kind of groan hb. Ferdinand 
55 turned ſhort round land met Franc adyanci ns 
: as e aig his feeble frame would permit. ; 
ont Sir nike hate pray mike halt,” * 


dt What is matter ** d Mandel 8 


cur; 5 0 0 ie 94 ee DISA fei 15 
.« My WAY 2% 5 pray make halte. 
H 6 tulned back ab Ferdinabd fol- 
Wing him, and being more nmimble got 
| before, and run mechanically to the libraty, 
where lay. extended on the floor the Solitary, | 
apparently inſenfible. - On advaneing to ' 
hits, he *perc ved: one” ſice of his face e 35 
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toned; hs fixed ba oY eres on Ferdinand, "= 
attempted to ſpeak, but his words were in- 
articulate, and gave evident marks of a para- | 
_ hai Aire tion. On the entrance of Franci J 
— they attempted to raiſe. him; but ſucceeded. 25 
with infinite difficulty, as he had received a 
partial ſtroke which entirely diſabled one, 
fide, with much trouble they got him upon 
ts: bed. and not , knowing what elſe to do, 
they poured ſome. wine .down. his throat, 
though he ſtrove with one hand to prevent it. 
5 cc What can be done 25 cried Tongs. 
4 15 there any help to be procured ?? · 
I know of none,” anſwered. 8 
* i. am n unable to get to the village. Before . 
the other. could reply, 2. ſort of convullive 
motion ſeized on the unhappy man, and in A 
Wy moments he was no more! pf 
O, good Lord!“ exclaimed Francis 
" bel is gone, he is 5 and Lal his cruel-. 


maß have been his error: mY 
ſtairs, added he to the old n man, who! appe 
e planet ſtruck, WY wiſh” toy ralk with 
raking neatly 6 | n Frakes, *. Tat - 
who is confined" in his | 
is] whoſe cries arc c Have cha, 
heard F 
be How; Rey „ 
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11 Aar, EY Wel * 
heard thicir eries? Who, or What they. ate, 1 
know nöt, nor their place df Se 
but that there are ſome por "Touts | ſome 
where underground is ſure ehou ag 
= What,“ ſaid Ferdinand, were not you. 
invoke maſter's crets'? Have you'not te. 
nige with him m ny years! „ 
I kave lived® wich Mn" Hine ne eats, CITY 
but 1 never knew his ſe crets, for he never 
 converſe&with'me möre TA to alk for what 
he waticed, nor ever ſeßt ine out of the 
Cale. Whenever che mal, who brings ' 
things from the village twice 4 week, rings at Be 
che bell, he aWways weilt Himſelf, and fo, 9925 135 
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. JE wich bim . aſked 
1 Ai 135 911 . ; 7 8 bi 1. 4; 
.« « Why, Sir, ie ' is now better the an nine 
years ago ſince 1 had been teduced by ck 
| neſs and the -rheumatjſim, to be unable. to work. 
vg for my, bread, and lived by the charity of: 
che village, which was little enough; 3 ſo one 
day a farmer, who now and then gave me! 
; milk, ſaid. 0 me, Francis, if vo would 5 
; Uke .to have. by good bed, plenty of milk 
and eggs, and "neither. labour or trouble, 1 
can get it for you; ſo, Sir, my heart leaped- 
| for .j joy, for many a day. I had nothing, - be- 
ceauſe my rheumatiſm, would not let me Walk; 
ſo 1 ſaid, 165 ſhquid be. heartily, obliged to 
| kim. Hle then told me the Gentleman in the 
Caſtle, whom We, had often: heard of, and 
all the village was. afeared to come near whe: 
„ place; ſo he faid, this, Gentleman; Wanted an 
- _ old man to be with him, whom he would, | 
1 treat Kindly, if be could bear confinement. 
At firſt, Sir, 1 was daſhed, and much afeared; 95 
but the fartner ſaid he was a very quiet good 
fort of 4 Gentleman, and might live very 
VH. TY Mm AN 
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| o 1 thought | again- be e could 
mean no harm to ſuch a poor fellow as me, 


=. beſides, if 1 didn't like him, I could | 
come away with the farmer again but there 
I was out of my reckoning ; ſo, Sir, per- 
| ſuaded, at laſt 1 ventured to come to the 
Sites on the other fide the houſe towards 1 
the Village fo when the farmer told him, #1 
be opened the gate and let me in: God help ia 
me, I little choughr 1 ſhould not go ont 
again; and ſo, Sir, to be ſure he always be⸗ 
haved kindly to me, but it was fo loneſome. p 
that 1 grew tired; but what could 1 do 4 
| every time the farmer came he went with me 5 
to the wicket. - Once 1 did ventute to . $i 
T woutd rather go back; fo fays he, What 
have yu te complain of? So I faid es % 
cru dull. jt faid the farmer, if that's all, | 
Francis, an old man (like you) may 'be = 
to be quiet, you, can want nothing with the 
world} and 10, Sir, 1 ſaw plain enough. he 


| was glad to'b rid of me, and, 28 1 ine | 
8 he long bg, and 8 98 7 „ 
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good uſage, I reſted quiet, a n 


ttliou 

8 frighted I haſted back, and told my maſter. 
Ak! (faid he) don't go. that Way. again, 
Francis, I have heared the ſame noiſe ſome- 
times; bt tis no, where elle hy * herd. fo 
5 dont go again. any 
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| have been 
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ny ever fince.” 5 75 EI 
4 Well, * ſaid Ferdinand, a 1 impa- 


Has. « but what do you. know of the 
| perſons confined ?”:. | 


et Nothing, Sir, but this; 7 . =" 


1 bad been here about Aa month,,, 1 WAWKEQ. | 


down where you Was this morning, and 1 
ht 1 heard ſome groans, fo. deadly 2 


* ſaid no, I. would take care. of that k 


a 1 ' way terribly ſcared, becauſe I believed 


it was $ poſts and 10 ould not fleep all y ght, 
and in the middle of the night, I 9982851 


1 hEajed ſome ies , fo, Hare help me, I yas 
in a e 

1 266 out of bed to go. rowards.r makter's * 
a other ſide of. the gallery, when. just z 
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vaſt 1 was riding round the ſxirts of a 
wood which bounded my eſtate, when I was 


ſuddenly alarmed by quick and repeated 


ſhrieks that ſeemed to iſſue from the wood: 
1 inſtantly rode to the ſide from whence the 
voice proceeded, and in a few. moments per- 
_ ceived a carriage ſurrounded by four or five 
vor. eo 1 banditti, 


| the villains to defiſt, and Wen for 
on ſafety. It was in vain: to attempt 


hal ae N to * carriage where a 
pong: Lady fat, who had thrown * 
u boſom of a man to all appear 
dead e e When ſhe raiſed her head, 
never ſhall I forget the moment that de- 
eided my future deſtiny, and ruined my 
peace for ever | When ſne turned her eyes | 
upon me, Heavens! whit: were my ſenſa- 
tions! until that lucklefs hour a ſtranger 
to the captivating charms of beauty, a blaze 
of charms dreſſed in the faſcination of tears 


nr 


fie my father! the cel n a voice 2 


I 


2 


man much eaſier than the motion of the 
| wheels would Annen Sbe ncquirſed in 


. une every gentle word, twined 


beat, falſe, ee de- 


truQtive charmer Woman, vile abandoned i 
Worm: at bot 1 will-be calm, am 


1 not wee. 


_— en ee „ . 
me procced: Under a delirium of 


„ having prevailed on her to | 


Ws Ba chaiſe, I evered it, and found be 


eman had received a wound in his 

breaſt, whether dangerous or not I could not 

know, I perceived he ſtill lived; and having 
nt f a ſervant to procure the atten 

geon, 1 entreated the Lady to go on 

eee whilſt my vaſſals 

formed a kind of litter, to carry the wounded 


an my anention to her Pe 171 


* and confirmed me 4 


e 


5 


F 


. 
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« We arrived. at my Caſtle, the ſurgeon 
a bon made his appearance, and, aſter exa« 
mining the wound, gave us hopes that it 
would. not prove mortal. The Gentleman 
did not recover his ſenſes until the pain, 
which the probing of the wound occaſioned, 
rouſed him from the inſenſibility that had 
overpowered his faculties, and enabled him 
to diſcover his daughter kneeling at the ſide 
of the bed, and. bathing his hand with her 
tears. My child! he exclaimed—Gracjous 


1 Heaven, I thank thee, . my child is ſafe !” — 


He was deſired not to ſpeak, and after. fone g 
inarticulate bleſſings on his deliverer, weak 
neſs compelled him to give over the attempt. 
The two ſervants that lay in the wood 

un I firſt diſcovered. the carriage, we 
found. to be entirely deprived of life, and the 
poſt-boy had fled thro! the trees: I knew not 
therefore the names or quality-of my gueſts, 
but every thing in their appearance and man- 
ners ſeemed to denote that they were of no 

contemptible rank. During three days, 1 
aw the young Lady only at the bed ſide of 


*A 
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ber father ; but in chat time the ſubtle poiſon 
ſtole into my heart, and love, the moſt 
- ardent and moſt impetoous, took. poſſeſſion 

of my whole ſoul, and engroſſed every faculty 


of my mind. On the fourth day, the old 


Gentleman was declared to be out of danger, 
and allowed the privilege of ſpeaking. He 
deſired to ſee me; when 1 attended him his 
gratitude was boundleſs; he called me the 
preſerver of his life, 00 the e 
bes his' Eugenia. „ 

ile told me that he was a Nobleman 1 
Suabia; his name Count Zimchaw. Having 
been on a viſit to a relation at Munich, he 
Was returning to Suabia through Mindelhiem, 5 
that he might call on another friend. Coming 
thro' the wood, which he took as the neareſt 
toute, he was attacked by four men. His ler- | 
vants, as well as himſelf, having fire arms, pre- 
5 pared to reſiſt them; but his faithfulattendants 
were ſhot dead, and the carriage furrounded. 
F inding then that reſiſtance could have no avail, 

he was in the act of reſigning his piſtol; after 

having, in the beginning of the attack, dif- 
N N 1 Ae. 
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charged i it without effect, when, As be a. 
his arm to deliver it, a cowardly. aſſaſſin 


ſtabbed him in the breaſt, and he fell back 
ſenſeleſs: The ſhrieks of his daughter on 


that event he ſuppoſed reached my cars, and 
providentially brought me to their aſſiſtance. 


This little account of himſelf was accompa- | 
nied by the warmeſt ſentiments of grade, 
in which the too lovely Eugenia joined. 


He recovered faſt, and had more than once 


3 his deſire of renewing his journey, 
from an apprehenſion of intruding up 
But far gone in a fatal paſſion that was to 
mark my future days with ſorrow, I carneſtly 
beſougbt him to remain ſome time with me, 
and endeavoured, by every act of attention 


pn me: 


and complaiſance, to gain the eſteem of the 


father, and the heart of his daughter. My 


ſentiments could not long be unnoticed by 
tither. The Count viewed me with kindneſs 


5 a and complacency ; 3 but Eugenia grew | mare 
reſerved, and though always gra | 
on” there was 2. wo coldueks in her 


} . V manners, 


of 


: a favourable opportunity, and without-reſerve 


opened my heart to hirn, ſolicited the hand 
of his daughter, and made the moſt liberal | 
offen my circumſtances would admit of, — 
The Count's character was propitious to my 


views he was naturally proud and avaricious, 
the want of a male heir had diſapp 4 


diſpoſe of in favour of his daugliter. He 


had been deſirous of uniting her with his 

5 nephew, but that Gentleman travelling into 
England, had there married a young Lady 
of rank and fortune, an account of which had 
reached Count Zimchaw a very few weeks 
. A 


ee ee eee 
| * proper time to diſcloſe them, and 
being one day alone with the Count, I ſeized 


firſt paſſion, and increaſed the ſecond. A 

nephew was to enjoy his eſtates by the mar- 
_ riage ſettlements after his death, and what he 
could fave from his income was all he could 


N 
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4 previous to my meeting with them in the 


wood. Diſappointed in his wiſhes, he felt a 
good deal of anxiety for the ſettlement of his 


child; when therefore 1 declared my love, 
and made my ede he could not diſ- 
guiſe his ſatisfaction: — © To beſtow my 


daughter on the e e of my life and ber 
bonour (cried he) i is the higheſt gratification 4 
could picture to myſelf, ugh confers on me 


: additional obligations. Fes, my dear Baron, 


Eugenia i is your's, I pledge you my word, 


and anſwer for my child, that ſhe will with 
Joy ratify the gift I make you of her hand, 
and reward our deliverer from death and dif- 


a PR | 95 


; Honour,” e bog er 2 


te Miſtaken man jt bj Lav not Ethic heart of 
'his e daughter. Tranſ ported with 


the proſpect of my expected happineſs, yet 
wounded by the recollection of her coldneſs, 


J entreated the Count to be my friend, and 
ſpeak his approbation of my wiſhes, before 1 
ventured to diſcloſe them to her.. 
We will loſe no time, apfwelett he, 
ve and it is ſufficient for me to declare my 
73 3 pleaſure, 


1 


bp 
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pleaſure, and for her to obey. Aſter we retire | 


; deſcribe ; joy, hope and fear, aſſailed me at 
once. I had nodoubt of her compliance with 
the commands of her father, but I feared her. 
Beat would have no ſhare in her obedience,” 


;*«  ARFE dinner we retired to the ſaloon, 
my mind as ſo extremely agitated, that my 
emotions attracted the obſervation of Ea. 
: genia, nor did the uncommon ſpirits of the 


Count paſs unnoticed : She viewed us alter= 


nately with a mixture of concern, and curi- 


_ ofity depicted: in her countenatice, which 1 


; Well underſtood, And when we entered the. 


aloon, as T led her to a ſear, I fel her hand 
tremble in mine. The Count ſcarcely per- 
| mitted us to be ſeated, and' the ſervant to ſhut 


the door, before riſing briſkly, and taking 


his daughter's hand, My dear Eugenia, 


(Aid he, abruptly) our worthy friend and 


preſerver Baron 8 , has done us the 
-honovr to ſolicit an ai with us; yes, my 
child, he. offers his hand to your acceptance. 


4 HS. I 
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from dinner, your defires ſhall be confirmed. 
I left him under perturbations difficult to- 


1 
1 
.- 


8 

"P 5 
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, 


ſtrove to diſengage her hand. as I preſſed it 

do my lips: «My Father! my Lord!” cried 
"ſhe, extremely agitated, cc ſpare me, O. if are 5 

me, 1 cannot, indeed Taannat. — 


1.299 a fooliſh wed girl 
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T7 I have with joy accorded to his I es) and 


here, my Lord, I ratify * "7 
her band into mine, as 3 e, een 
before her. She ſtarted up, trembled, and 


e Cannot what e exclaimed the Count, 3 


| with. a wrathful countenance : © Dare you 
reſiſt my will? Can you refuſe the hand of 7 
your benefactor, the hand that faved your 
father s life ? Ungrateful girl! cold and inſen- 
ſible to the bonour you ought to receive with 


tranſports |. Teach your tongue a different 


language, learn to be grateful, and obey _ | 


commands,” He had ſcarcely. pronour 


thoſe laſt words, when the fell kifeles beſore . 
us. | 


The 8 9 apts 1 ; 


Was wounded to my very ſoul, yet called for 


that aſſiſtance he would have denied to her. 
She was carried to her apartment. Pardon 


+ 
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de idex of | marying our of ber oun country 

1 bon local prejulce has got ; hold of her 
"6 not diſconcerted, my 3 1 (added 4 | 
5 embracing me) Lm men Eugenia 
| ſhall be your wife,” He left me at thoſe 
_. thouſand turbulent paſſions, diſappointed love, 
wounded pride, jealouſy and els by turns 
agitated me almoſt to madneſs. Her cold- 1 
nels, her repugnance, porters love | 
and inflamed my pride; paſſion and reſent= 
| ment were railed to their utmoſt pitch; 
1 accuſed. Fer of ingrativade and GG, 
5 be be mine whatever r might be the can. 
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emotions. She was s ſitting on a fa; looking 


pale as death, but more beautiful, more in- 
tereſting than ever. Trembling 1 advanced, : 


and would have flung myſelf at her feet. — — 
Hold, my Lord (ſaid ſhe, in a faint but 
ſerious voice) this humiliation neither becomes 
you nor me; have the goodneſs to be ſeated, 


and hear me with compaſſion, and without 
diſpleaſure. I took my ſeat. My Lord, 


(continued the, in a firmer voice) think me 
not-ungrateful, or inſenſible to your merits, or 
my great obligations to your generoſity and 
humanity; 1 feel, 1 acknowledge. all: Tou 


8 have claims I never can reward, and to give 
vou my hand, circumftanced as I am, would 1 


be a baſe return for favours ſo unbounded, - — 
My Lord, I have no heart to give ! that has 
long 'been in the poſſeſſion of another; my 
father knows it well, but as his conſent 
ould not be obtained to an union he thought 


unworthy of his apprabation, I have worn 
never to marry without it—l never will; but 


neither can I, will I, ever give my hand to 


another; deign then, my Lord, to withdraw . 
5 1412 N Ne your 
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your genere us intentions in my favour, ſave 
me from the inn of my father, and 
let me be ſtill further inde J 
bleneſs of mind; the favour: 1 ſolicit is no 
common one; but you have a ſoul ſuperior 
to ſelf· conſideration, and on that I et my 5 
confidence. El; te: SA Ok 
She might have x 8 87 ſome time 
1 interruption from me, ſo aſtoniſhed 
and mortified did I feel at her addreſs ; but 
When ſhe had ceaſed ſpeaking, I endeavoured 
to recover my ſpirits, and told her, that 
had there remained a poſſibility of her being 
united to the object of her attachment, 1 
would have impoſed ſilence upon my wiſnes 
for ever; but as it was evident ſuch a con- 
-nexion never could take place, as I flatterec 
| myſelf that my tenderneſs, and earneſt en- 
deavours to gain her heart, and promote her 


happineſs, would in time have. the deſired 


effect; ſhe muſt forgive me if I eould not 
| comply with her requeſt, or forego We 
her facher had ſo ee 1 meu? 414 
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tender name I conj 


1 0 , r. Sade en 3 


life] let form chat will rink. | 
5 wink horror eee impoſed upon h 
ta flew; parent, be mn en A pre . 
dice would facrifice his daughter; can %% 
call ſuch a ſacrifice a bleſſing? See, ſee”: me 
at your feet (added ſhe, endeavouring to pro! 
trate herſelf, which. L prevented:) I beſeec 
I implore you; not to perſiſt in your addreſſes; 
reſpect your own happineſs, if you: cannot 
feel for mine, miſery muſt follow a compul- 
: 1 ſo repugnant to my ii = Tot 
At this moment her er entered the 
room: She threw herſelf at bis feer. in an 
agony, Father, my dear father! by — 
Ure you to hear met To 0 
your commands I have given up the deareſt 
wiſhes of my heart; 1 have ſworn never r to. 
marry the Count without your approbation "WM 
do not compel me to be miſerable with 
another; never, never can I love the Baron 
as a huſband: I eſteem, I honour him as 
your * ol would my down my life to 
prove | 
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mine; receive her, my Lore „as a e of 
gratitude from a mn who dares to boa „ 5 
the gift is worthy of your love; duty and 
obedience will Fg her. all you can win 
for. And you, Eugenia, remember what you x 
owe for me, and for yourſelf, happineſs is in 
8 Four own power.” She anſwered not a word, her — 
tears had ceaſed to flow, I lifted her hand. 3 
my lips, ſhe withdrew. it not, but appeared 
ſenſcleſs and inanimate, looked akernately at 9 
her father and myſelf, a wildneſs in her aſpects | 
that ſeemed unconſcious of the objects before x | 
her. I tried to recover her from this. torpid © 
ſtate by the tendereſt ex ;preſſions : She heard 


mee unmoved, and the Count having called 


ä her attendant, adviſed me to withdraw „ 1 
Loa fo, and left them Wee, 


